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Executive Summary 
In the wake of Zohran Mamdani’s victory in the Democratic primary for New York City 

mayor, a wave of Islamophobia, xenophobia, red-baiting/anti-working class, and 

anti-South Asian disinformation erupted across political and social spheres. Throughout 

2025, more than 17.1 million posts circulated across multiple platforms about 

Mamdani, a significant share of which amplified vicious disinformation and hate speech 

against him. 

 

Despite this onslaught, Mamdani—a Ugandan-born, Indian American Muslim—now 

stands poised to become the city’s first Muslim and first South Asian American mayor, 

should he prevail in the general election. Zohran Mamdani is the son of renowned 

academic Mahmood Mamdani and acclaimed filmmaker Mira Nair. Both of his parents 

are of Indian origin. His father comes from a Gujarati Muslim background, while his 

mother is of Hindu descent, giving Mamdani a multicultural and interfaith heritage. His 

candidacy, defined by progressive policy commitments and steadfast advocacy for 

marginalized communities, has become a focal point for anti-Muslim, anti-immigrant, 

and anti South Asian animus in the United States and beyond. This moment is both a 

stress test for our burgeoning multiplural democracy and a reminder of the challenges 

that working class, multiethnic and multifaith communities face in the midst of 

mud-slinging and coordinated hate from both the Republican and Democratic Parties, 

funded by oligarchs.  
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From his primary victory in June 2025, through the end of October 2025, Equality Labs 

manually monitored and analyzed 500 social media posts that explicitly targeted 

Zohran Mamdani. This monitoring was conducted by a team of social media monitoring 

experts on hate speech and dis/misinformation. In parallel, we conducted a large-scale, 

year long analysis across major platforms to assess the broader scope and dynamics of 

the hate he has been receiving. 

 

Our mixed-methods approach combined qualitative coding of harassment narratives 

with quantitative trend analysis, enabling us to identify dominant frames, trace 

amplification networks, and distinguish organic discourse from coordinated 

disinformation and hate speech. This dual lens allowed us to map the trajectory of 

attacks over time, evaluate platform enforcement gaps, and surface recommendations 

for community safety, rapid response, and policy accountability. 

 

 

 

This report examines the role of Islamophobia, xenophobia, red-baiting/anti-working 

class, and anti-South Asian hate speech in the U.S directed at Mamdani and provides 

concrete examples of this rhetoric on over 12 platforms including Instagram, X, Reddit, 

Youtube, Bluesky, News, Broadcast, Meta, Pinterest, LinkedIn, Twitch, Snapchat, and 

other blogs and forums. Research on how political figures in the US and globally have 

fed into this narrative is also an important part of our analysis. Secondary research from 

articles, opinion pieces, public letters and reports from other groups were also studied 
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and have been incorporated. In addition, social media monitoring tools like Meltwater 

were also used to get a broader picture of the hate against Mamdani that filled the web 

in 2025. 

 

Percent of Posts by Disinformation Category Targeting ​
Mamdani Campaign 
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The above table reflects the major themes that emerged from our manual hate tracking 

against Mamdani on social media platforms: 

●​ 80% of all the posts across platforms were Islamophobic with 7% labelled him a 

terrorist and 7% cautioned voters against Mamdani as he was a threat to 

imposing Sharia Law in America, An additional 2% of the posts labelled him as 

anti queer/trans/LGBTQIA+ because of his Muslim beliefs.  

●​ 25% of the posts accused Mamdani of being an anti-semite and pro Hamas, 

●​ 23% of the posts called Mamdani a communist who had set out to destroy 

America with his “Extremist leftist/socialist” ideology. 

●​ 5% of the posts called for Mamdani to be deported or denaturalised, while 2.4% 

were anti-immigrant in nature. 

●​ 3.6% of the total posts featured disinformation about Mamdani’s parents and his 

wife.  

●​ 9% of the posts accused Mamdani of being either anti-Hindu and anti-India. With 

10% of these posted by accounts of Indian origin users. 
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Number of Posts Containing Identity Slurs Linked to Mamdani Across 
12 Platforms from January to October 30, 20251 

 

 
 

The table above shares the major quantitative findings of the report. Of the 

approximately 17.1 million posts on Mamdani across 12 platforms on the web from 

January through October 30, 20252: 

●​ 1.43M posts refer to Mamdani and red-baiting slurs using the term Communist in 

a with a total reach of 292 billion Users.  
●​ 503k posts refer to Mamdani with the slur Terrorist with a reach of 86 billion 

users. 

●​ 323k posts refer to Mamdani in redbaiting posts using the term Marxist with a 

total reach of 38.2 billion Users. 
●​ 305k posts refer to anti-Immigrant content with references to Mamdani and calls 

for him to be deported, with a total reach of 92.6 billion users.  

2Meltwater 

1Meltwater 
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●​ 269k posts refer to Mamdani with the slur Islamist with a total reach of 20.7 
billion users.  

●​ 167k posts refer to Mamdani with the slur Jihadi with a total reach of 3.93 billion 

users.  

●​ 122k posts refer to Mamdani as an anti-Semite with a total reach of 26 billion 
users. 

●​ 77.7k posts refer to him with the slur Pro-Hamas, with a total reach of 10.6 
billion users. 

●​ 10.1k posts refer to him with the slur Jew-Hater with a total reach of 771 million 

users. 

●​ 7.02k posts spread the disinformation that Mamdani is anti-gay with a reach of 

4.88 billion views.  

 

This led to a combined total 1.15 million Islamophobic posts that reached over 150 
billion users. And a combined total of 1.62 Million Red-Baiting Posts that reached over 

330.2 billion users.  
 

Another clear finding from our research is the breadth and intensity of engagement by 

Republican officials determined to make Mamdani an “extremist” face of the Democratic 

Party in their jurisdictions. Our analysis identified more than 45 Republican officials 
from over 18 states who, during this cycle, amplified Islamophobic, nativist, 
racist, and red-baiting narratives—content crafted to distract from policy debate 
and mobilize grievance.3 This chorus included the current president, sitting senators 

and governors, members of the House of Representatives, and senior federal officials 

aligned with the Trump administration. They also include figures from outside of New 

York with leaders from Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, California, Federal, Florida, Georgia, 

Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, North Carolina, South 

Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, and Utah. Although this tactic predates the memo and many 

of these actors have been posting since Mamdani’s primary win, the document 

underscores a national Republican effort to center Mamdani as a foil in attacks on 

Democrats. The volume, coordination, and repetition signal a deliberate strategy to 

nationalize a local race by weaponizing bigotry as a turnout engine. 

 

Mamdani also drew sustained attention from the global right. Our data identified 26 
international politicians, ambassadors, and other government officials outside the 

United States who circulated bigoted disinformation about him and the New York City 

mayoral race. These figures came from 14 countries, including Argentina, Australia, 

3This list is not exhaustive and is ever growing. 
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Austria, Canada, the Czech Republic, France, Germany, the Netherlands, India, Israel, 

Slovenia, Sweden, Spain, and the United Kingdom. 

 

Lastly, the disinformation aimed at Mamdani also targeted the community 
organizations supporting his campaign. For instance, right‑wing influencer Asra Q. 

Nomani, working in tandem with Fox News, led a conspiracy‑driven effort that singled 

out 110 groups mobilizing for Mamdani, reframing routine, constitutionally protected 

civic engagement as a “Soros” terrorist plot. Canary Mission amplified this dynamic by 

releasing its own conspiracy report targeting Democratic Socialists and other voter 

mobilization groups.The message is clear: when candidates like Mamdani are attacked 

with bigotry and disinformation, voters and grassroots constituencies are targets as 

well—with many organizations facing harassment, doxxing, and narrative assaults that 

chill participation, impact election integrity, and corrode democratic engagement.  
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Introduction 
The 2025 New York mayoral race laid bare the depth and reach of racist, Islamophobic, 

anti-immigrant, and red-baiting attacks deployed against Muslim progressive candidates 

like Zohran Mamdani. Within hours of his primary win, CAIR Action and others reported 

a surge in hate incidents and online abuse, with thousands of hostile comments in a 

single day.4 This 

backlash fits a broader 

pattern: progressive 
Black, Indigenous, 
and People Of Color 
(BIPOC) candidates 

who are Muslim face 

layered disinformation 

that fuses 

Islamophobia with 

other bigoted narratives 

to “other” credible 

contenders and 

undercut their 

legitimacy at the polls. 

 

In this report, we will examine the major disinformation themes targeting Mamdani: 

Islamophobic narratives, xenophobia, red-baiting/anti–working class attacks, anti-South 

ASian rhetoric and Hindu nationalist messaging. We also analysed how Republican and 

mainstream Democrat elected officials and a broader global right-wing network 

mobilized this disinformation to activate their bases. 

 

We situate these narratives within political ecosystems that use hate and discriminatory 

disinformation to corrode democratic discourse. The aim of this hate is not only to 

target Mamdani, but also to weaken the multiracial, working-class coalition advancing a 

more affordable and inclusive New York. Our goal is to document these tactics, measure 

their reach, and provide communities, media, and policymakers with evidence to 

understand the problem and inform future responses.  

4 https://www.reuters.com/world/us/mamdanis-nyc-primary-win-sparks-surge-anti-muslim-posts-advocates-say-2025-06-27/  
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Islamophobic Disinformation 
The question of Mamdani’s Muslim identity has been a leading drive of disinformation 

across the entirety of the campaign. A report by the Center for the Study of Organized 

Hate (CSOH)5 analyzed online hate speech surrounding New York City’s Democratic 

mayoral primary, revealing a significant surge in digital hate and Islamophobia following 

Mamdani’s primary victory. Islamophobic language was the most prominent form of 

online hate directed at Mamdani. Of the 1,933 posts analyzed by CSOH, nearly 40% 

were deemed Islamophobic. The day after the primary, CSOH recorded a staggering 

2,173 hate-filled posts. The report identified four dominant themes in the online 

discourse: Islamophobia, anti-communist rhetoric, nativism, and Hindu nationalism. 

 

In our manually monitored dataset, 80% of 
the 500 hate posts on Zohran Mamdani 
were Islamophobic. These posts fell into 

several categories using quite vicious labels 

like the following: 

●​ Calling Mamdani a Jihadist 

●​ Calling Mamdani a terrorist 

●​ Calling Mamdani an Islamist 

●​ Asserting Mamdani is Pro-Hamas 

●​ Asserting Mamdani wants to impose 

Sharia Law6 

●​ Asserting Mamdani is a Jew Hater 

 

Of the approximately 17.1 million mentions of Mamdani across 12 platforms on the web 

from January through October 30, 20257: 

●​ 503k posts refer to Mamdani with the slur Terrorist with a reach of 86 billion 

users.  

●​ 269k posts refer to Mamdani with the slur Islamist with a total reach of 20.7 
billion users.  

●​ 167k posts refer to Mamdani with the slur Jihadi with a total reach of 3.93 billion 

users. 

7Source- Meltwater 

6Sharia refers to Islamic moral and legal principles derived from the Qur’an and the Prophet’s teachings. Right‑wing narratives often 
weaponize the term by portraying it as a monolithic criminal code set to “replace” the Constitution, and by casting routine religious 
accommodations (halal meals, headscarves, mosque zoning) as the “first step” toward a sharia “takeover.” 

5https://www.csohate.org/2025/07/09/digital-hate-islamophobia-zohran-mamdani/  
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●​ 122k posts refer to Mamdani as an anti-Semite with a total reach of 26 billion 

users. 

●​ 77.7k posts refer to him with the slur Pro-Hamas, with a total reach of 10.6 
billion users. 

●​ 10.1k posts refer to him with the slur Jew-Hater with a total reach of 771 million 

users. 

●​ 7.02k posts spread the disinformation that Mamdani is anti-gay with a reach of 

4.88 billion users. 

 

This leads to a combined total of over 1 million Islamophobic posts that reached over 

150 billion users. 

 

A central throughline of Islamophobic 

disinformation is the “Muslim invasion” 

trope—rooted in post‑9/11 extremism—that 

frames Muslim New Yorkers as perpetual 

outsiders and casts candidates like Zohran 

Mamdani as symbols of demographic or 

cultural takeover rather than democratic 

representation. This narrative fuels 

inflammatory imagery and messaging across 

platforms: posts and cartoons depicting New 

York “falling to Muslims” unnder “jihad,” with suicide‑bomber iconography, burqas or 

veils, and 9/11 visuals; sensational headlines and op‑eds questioning loyalty or 

“compatibility” with American values; social posts recycling Muslim Invasion/Great 

Replacement conspiracies; doctored images and out‑of‑context clips implying extremist 

sympathies; and claims that ordinary religious practice or immigrant identity constitutes 

a security threat. Often his Muslim identity is fused with “socialist” red‑baiting. The 

rhetoric relies on dog whistles—“Shariah influence,” “foreign agenda,” “imported 

politics”—that encode suspicion without explicit slurs, making it easier for mainstream 

actors to launder stigmatizing messages.  
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Source 

 
Source 
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The post below from Republican celebrity James Woods exemplifies the racism driving 

this content. Captioned “The reptile smile…,” it recirculates a viral Islamophobic meme 

showing Mamdani on a New York bus holding a knife while the Statue of Liberty looks at 

her phone—implying New Yorkers are too distracted to notice the “threat” he supposedly 

represents. The post was reposted 10k and had over 2.5 million views. 

 

Notably, two of these images come from elected officials and candidates—Marjorie 

Taylor Greene and Valentina Gomez—illustrating how fringe tropes are being normalized 

in mainstream politics. Marjorie Taylor Green’s “This hits hard.” post was viewed over 

38.4 million times and features the Statue of Liberty clad in a Burqa. This bigoted 

imagery surfaced immediately after Mamdani’s primary win and signaled the right wing’s 

nationwide pivot to fear-based attacks.  

 

Fearmongering about Islam often escalates into explicit calls to eradicate the faith. In 

one example, candidate Valentina Gomez declared she would “end Islam in Texas once 

and for all,” citing a fabricated claim that “NYC will fall to Mamdani & it’ll become the 

mecca of murder for the murder of Jews, Christians, and Hindus.” Her incendiary post 

was paired with a video viewed 4.1 million times that shows her burning the Qur’an 

alongside other offensive imagery. This rhetoric is explicitly anti-Muslim, promotes 

religious hatred, and risks inciting real-world harm.  
 

 
Source 

  

Source 
 

 Source 
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Source 

Far-right influencer Amy 

Mekelburg, Founder and 

Editor-in-Chief of RAIR 

Foundation USA (Rise • Align 

• Ignite • Reclaim),8 is a 

frequent purveyor of 

Islamophobic disinformation. 

In this post, she labels 

Zohran Mamdani a “jihadi”9 

and invokes London’s Muslim 

mayor, Sadiq Khan, as a 

cautionary comparison. This 

framing advances an alarmist 

“Muslim takeover” 

narrative—casting Muslim 

elected officials as existential 

threats to American cities 

rather than legitimate 

representatives chosen by 

voters. It is a textbook 

example of far-right, white  

nationalist rhetoric that seeks to delegitimize Muslim participation in democratic life 

and launder bigotry as public concern. The goal is clear: to erode trust in a duly elected 

candidate by conflating religious identity with extremism. 

 

Pamela Geller, co-founder and president of the American Freedom Defense Initiative 

(AFDI) designated by the Southern Poverty Law Center as an anti-Muslim hate 

group10—has a long record of Islamophobic campaigning in New York and nationally. 

She gained notoriety for opposing the Park51 Muslim community center near the World 

Trade Center, which she and her allies inaccurately branded the “Ground Zero mosque”. 

Since then, she has promoted conspiratorial frames about the “Islamization of America” 

and “creeping Sharia,” casting ordinary Muslim civic life as a civilizational threat, a 

narrative that misrepresents both U.S. constitutional protections and the realities of 

Muslim participation in American public life.11 

11https://www.theguardian.com/world/2010/aug/20/rightwing-blogs-islam-america 

10https://www.splcenter.org/resources/extremist-files/anti-muslim/  

9The slur “Jihadi” is derived from the term “Jihad” which means to struggle, often in a spiritual or moral sense. However, the term 
jihadi is used to stereotype and attack Muslims, wrongly linking them to violence and extremism… Over time, the term has been 
twisted to unfairly label Muslims as terrorists or extremists linking Jihad with violent struggle. 

8https://rairfoundation.com/  
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In her posts about Zohran Mamdani, Geller repeatedly positions him as a 

bogeyman—linking him to Hamas without evidence, portraying him as a danger to 

Jewish safety, and stoking panic about a supposed “Muslim agenda.” This rhetoric 

escalates to alarmist speculation about residents fleeing New York for conservative 

states like Florida. The effect is to launder bigotry as public concern, substituting 

insinuation and fear for facts and policy debate, and to normalize Islamophobic tropes in 

mainstream discourse.  

 

Source 

 
Source 

 

Robert Spencer of Jihad Watch, a prominent purveyor of Islamophobic propaganda 

whose organization was also designated by the SPLC as an anti-Muslim hate group12, 

has posted extensively about the Mamdani campaign. His output is too voluminous to 

catalog in this report, but the sample below captures the pattern: inflammatory posts 

that repeatedly cast Mamdani as an apologist for 9/11, insinuating that his politics and 

his faith amount to support for terrorism. This is a deliberate smear that conflates Shia 

Muslim identity with violence and substitutes innuendo for evidence to delegitimize a 

democratic candidate. 

 

12https://www.splcenter.org/resources/extremist-files/anti-muslim/ 
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Source 

 

Robert Spencer’s fixation on Mamdani culminated in an entire book, released on 

October 16, 2025, titled Intifada on the Hudson: The Selling of Zohran Mamdani In it, 

Spencer declares Mamdani “the most dangerous political candidate to emerge in our 

time,” claiming that his election would usher in “Islamic rule” in New York, impose a 

form of “Islamic state” control that would stifle human initiative, and spell the “end of 

the free press.” He further alleges that Mamdani has “aided and abetted” a dangerous 

demonization of Israel and Jews. 
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This rhetoric is not analysis; it is a chilling 

escalation of Islamophobic propaganda. By 

framing a Muslim candidate’s democratic 

campaign as a civilizational threat, the book 

seeks to transform ordinary political 

participation into evidence of extremism. It 

trades in apocalyptic fantasy to incite fear, 

delegitimize Mamdani’s candidacy, and 

marks Muslim civic life as incompatible with 

American democracy. 

 

From the table of contents the chapters 

follow a series of similar disinformation 

themes that span on his focus on 

cease-fire, his socialist politics, and 

demeaning his claims of islamophobic 

attacks during the campaign.  
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Source 

Far-right influencer and 

Trump adviser Laura Loomer 

is another figure engaged in 

repeatedly circulating 

Islamophobic disinformation 

about Zohran Mamdani. In 

the example here, she 

deploys slurs and 

unsupported claims to 

delegitimize him—calling 

Mamdani a “jihadi,” which 

conflates Muslim identity with 

terrorism, and describing his 

welcome at a synagogue as 

“crazy,” casting interfaith 

engagement as suspect. She 

provides no evidence for 

assertions that he “supports  

the eradication of Israel” or “campaigns with Hamas supporters,” conflating advocacy 

for Palestinian rights or a ceasefire with extremism and antisemitism. Her claims that he 

favors “open borders” and “amnesty to every single illegal alien” are hyperbolic 

caricatures rather than documented policy positions, designed to stoke nativist alarm 

and feed Islamophobic moral panic. Overall, the post strings together identity-based 

attacks and maximalist accusations instead of engaging Mamdani’s record or verifiable 

statements. What is most alarming is how content once confined to extremist margins is 

now echoed by major outlets and some elected officials, normalizing bigotry in 

mainstream discourse. 
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Source 

In this follow up post Loomer 

relies on explicit Islamophobia 

and misleading claims to 

delegitimize a Muslim public 

figure and stoke fear about 

Muslim civic participation. It 

frames ordinary voter 

registration outreach as a 

“Muslim takeover” and invokes  

“Sharia law” conspiracy 

rhetoric, casting Muslims as 

perpetual outsiders rather than 

American voters. Denying 

Islamophobia as “fake” is itself 

bigotry, meant to normalize 

prejudice and silence 

discussion of discrimination. 

The numbers cited about 

Muslim residents and 

registered voters in New York 

are demographic facts, not 

evidence of a plot. Faith and 

ethnic communities routinely 

organize voter engagement 

across the country; singling out 

Muslims for doing so is 

discriminatory. 

 

It’s important to recognize that Loomer and Mek’s “Muslim takeover” rhetoric sits within 

a long American history of racialized panic directed at South Asians and other 

immigrant communities. In the early 1900s, sensational warnings about a “dusky peril” 

and “Hindu hordes” supposedly overrunning American cities helped incite violence, 

including the Bellingham riots and other attacks across the Pacific Northwest.13 This 

lineage matters because such narratives rarely remain confined to the internet; they 

migrate into offline harassment, discrimination, and violence. Framing a Muslim  

13https://slate.com/human-interest/2015/02/history-of-sikhs-in-america-violence-against-sikh-workers-in-bellingham-
washington.html 
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candidate as a 

civilizational threat 

doesn’t just endanger 

Mamdani—it 

heightens risk for 

South Asian, Muslim, 

and immigrant 

communities across 

the city, chilling 

democratic 

participation and 

normalizing prejudice 

in public life. It should 

not be a coincidence 

that Mamdani’s father, 

Mahmoud Mamdani 

authored the book, 

“Good Muslim, Bad 

Muslim” on these 

same concerns.14 

 

Influencers have inspired outright bigotry like the one below calling Mamdani a “Jihadi 

Communist” as well as “Pro Hamas” as well as posting horrific posts against the Muslim 

religion. The jump from rhetoric to physical intimidation and violence is clear in an 

engagement that happened in Staten Island where artist/activist Scott LaBaido began 

hurling epithets like “Jew-hating piece of shit” and telling Mamdani that he is not 

welcome on “his island while other supporters yelled “October 7th” and “You hate this 

country.”1516 It is sobering to see this vitriol unleashed and we will be monitoring post the 

Mayoral Race if such violent intimidation continues 

 

 

 

16https://x.com/EYakoby/status/1975906435558158728 
15https://x.com/Bubblebathgirl/status/1955983037310583117 
14https://www.amazon.com/Good-Muslim-Bad-America-Terror/dp/0385515375 
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Source 

 

A particularly insidious strain of Islamophobic disinformation claims that Mamdani’s 

calls to end genocide and his criticism of the Israeli government’s treatment of 

Palestinians make him a “Jew‑hater,” “antisemitic,” or a Hamas supporter. These 

critiques then extend into the idea that Mamdani as mayor means an unsafe New York 

for Jewish peoples. This led to two competing letters from Rabbis in the city and around 

the country. One letter on October 22, 2025 from the Jewish Majority that asserted that 

Mamdani engaged in dangerous rhetoric because “he refused to condemn violent 

slogans, deny Israel’s legitimacy, and accuse the Jewish state of genocide.”1718 This 

letter was signed by over 1000 rabbis and was frequently cited by Mamdani’s opponents. 

After this letter progressive Jewish organizations also mobilized their own response like 

Bend the Arc19 who responded that the letter’s signatories made Jews less safe and that 

they were doing Trump's work to divide the community. In addition there was a counter 

letter by Rabbis called Jews for a Shared Future20 that featured over 1000 Rabbi 

signatories that shared “Mamdani's support for Palestinian self-determination stems not 

from hate, but from his deep moral convictions.. As antisemitism and Islamophobia both 

rise in America, we understand that our fates are bound together.” These letters reflect a 

shift in Jewish American support that has occurred throughout the campaign as the 

20https://jewsforasharedfuture.org/?fbclid=IwY2xjawNvVu1leHRuA2FlbQIxMQBicmlkETFyeUhUUUszY21lR05DSlY2AR6PSVJygXYjGcZ
IGc6eTSGIjyoj2_ZWvvJilLVFL19WFMxoVBjv6IehMCrH1w_aem_hGHR2aqgf1wFzX-v-Nsnkw 

19https://www.bendthearc.us/hundreds_of_rabbis_cantors_just_made_jews_less_safe_why_their_zohran_mamdani_letter_does_trump_s_w
ork 

18https://jewishcurrents.org/anti-mamdani-letter-draws-support-from-liberal-rabbinate 

17https://jewishmajority.org/a-rabbinic-call-to-action 

22 

https://www.facebook.com/burgruten.riama/posts/pfbid07kPo2ExzPr411MmbcGo7ZpUkoCaKxAGEjdMq8DgKNPYpHf4vBmEfH7oB6jU98Y4wl
https://x.com/Bubblebathgirl/status/1955983037310583117
https://x.com/fur97671/status/1972715155864625548
https://jewishmajority.org/a-rabbinic-call-to-action
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/06/29/zohran-mamdani-globalize-the-intifada-00432052
https://jewishinsider.com/2025/05/zohran-mamdani-new-york-mayor-candidate-forum-uja-jcrc-ny-cuomo-jewish-israel/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/mamdani-repeatedly-accuses-israel-of-genocide-in-nyc-mayoral-debate/
https://www.bendthearc.us/hundreds_of_rabbis_cantors_just_made_jews_less_safe_why_their_zohran_mamdani_letter_does_trump_s_work
https://jewsforasharedfuture.org/?fbclid=IwY2xjawNvVu1leHRuA2FlbQIxMQBicmlkETFyeUhUUUszY21lR05DSlY2AR6PSVJygXYjGcZIGc6eTSGIjyoj2_ZWvvJilLVFL19WFMxoVBjv6IehMCrH1w_aem_hGHR2aqgf1wFzX-v-Nsnkw
https://jewsforasharedfuture.org/?fbclid=IwY2xjawNvVu1leHRuA2FlbQIxMQBicmlkETFyeUhUUUszY21lR05DSlY2AR6PSVJygXYjGcZIGc6eTSGIjyoj2_ZWvvJilLVFL19WFMxoVBjv6IehMCrH1w_aem_hGHR2aqgf1wFzX-v-Nsnkw
https://jewsforasharedfuture.org/?fbclid=IwY2xjawNvVu1leHRuA2FlbQIxMQBicmlkETFyeUhUUUszY21lR05DSlY2AR6PSVJygXYjGcZIGc6eTSGIjyoj2_ZWvvJilLVFL19WFMxoVBjv6IehMCrH1w_aem_hGHR2aqgf1wFzX-v-Nsnkw
https://www.bendthearc.us/hundreds_of_rabbis_cantors_just_made_jews_less_safe_why_their_zohran_mamdani_letter_does_trump_s_work
https://www.bendthearc.us/hundreds_of_rabbis_cantors_just_made_jews_less_safe_why_their_zohran_mamdani_letter_does_trump_s_work
https://jewishcurrents.org/anti-mamdani-letter-draws-support-from-liberal-rabbinate
https://jewishmajority.org/a-rabbinic-call-to-action
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Guardian reported on a July 2025 poll that found 43% of Jewish New Yorkers planned to 

back Mamdani, with support rising to 67% among voters under 44-signaling a level of 

enthusiasm so high as to portend a generational transformation in the community 

around its commitment to pro-Israel politics.21 

 

 
Source 

 

The assertions of anti-semitism against Mamdani collapse policy critique into bigotry 

and weaponize identity to silence dissent. This has also been an allegation that 

continues to extend beyond Mamdani to all Democrats that engage in critique of the 

genocide. This political cartoon below, in the Jerusalem Post22, exemplifies these 

themes: it equates criticism of Israel with the collapse of “Judeo‑Christian values” and a 

DEI “swamp,” while casting centrist Democrats who “stand with Israel” as gatekeepers 

protecting the West and the American way of life. The message is clear and 

false—dissent on foreign policy is reframed as religious hatred and a danger to 

American values while Muslim and Leftist critics are painted as a civilizational threat 

rather than engaged on the merits of their arguments 

 

22https://www.jpost.com/opinion/article-864748 

21https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/oct/26/zohran-mamdani-jewish-voters-new-york 

23 

https://www.bendthearc.us/hundreds_of_rabbis_cantors_just_made_jews_less_safe_why_their_zohran_mamdani_letter_does_trump_s_work
https://www.jpost.com/opinion/article-864748
https://www.jpost.com/opinion/article-864748
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/oct/26/zohran-mamdani-jewish-voters-new-york
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Source 

 

This rhetoric has further been mainstreamed by American elected officials. In a local 

New York City mayoral race, officials from across the country—at every level of 

government—have amplified hyperbolic, Islamophobic content alongside other bigoted 

themes. The objective isn’t merely to influence one contest; it is to cast Mamdani as a 

Muslim bogeyman to galvanize anti-Muslim, anti-ceasefire, and anti–working-class 

sentiment within their own constituencies. 

 

On October 28, 2025, the National Republican Congressional Committee circulated a 

strategy memo23 centering Mamdani as a foil to win battleground districts. The memo 

claims he proves Democrats are “too radical,” pointing to his self-identification as a 

democratic socialist, his calls for policing reform, and his criticism of Israel’s treatment 

23https://www.nrcc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/NRCC-Memo-Weaponizing-Mamdani.pdf 

24 

https://www.jpost.com/opinion/article-864748
https://www.nrcc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/NRCC-Memo-Weaponizing-Mamdani.pdf
https://www.nrcc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/NRCC-Memo-Weaponizing-Mamdani.pdf
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of Palestinians. Highlights from the memo are below with the full memo available in our 

appendix.  

 

 

 
Source24: ( Full Memo available in Appendix)  

 

This memo and the accompanying posts by elected 

officials and the Trump administration signal a 

coordinated disinformation strategy that weaponizes 

bigotry to drive turnout and erodes democratic norms. 

The table below identifies 45 elected officials and ​
senior leaders in the Trump administration from over 18 

states in our research who have circulated​
anti-Mamdani disinformation narratives. We have 

hyperlinked their names to an example of one such post. 

 

Equally troubling is how the rhetoric is moving into action. Hyperbolic claims can easily 

be turned into discriminatory legislation, politicized investigations, and even calls to 

deport Mamdani and his supporters. Some of these tactics are already visible. We will 

continue to monitor the situation beyond the election to track how this strategy evolves 

and to document any escalation from online agitation to real‑world harm. 

 

24https://www.nrcc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/NRCC-Memo-Weaponizing-Mamdani.pdf 

25 

https://www.nrcc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/NRCC-Memo-Weaponizing-Mamdani.pdf
https://www.nrcc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/NRCC-Memo-Weaponizing-Mamdani.pdf
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 Name Office Jurisdiction Party Affiliation 

1 Donald J. 
Trump 

President Federal Republican 

2 Ted Cruz U.S. Senator Texas Republican 

3 John Kennedy U.S. Senator Florida Republican 

4 Mike Lee U.S. Senator Utah Republican 

5 Tom Cotton U.S. Senator Arkansas. Republican 

6 Rick Scott U.S. Senator Florida Republican 

7 Andy Biggs House of Representatives 
" 

Arizona Republican 

8 Jeff Clark Acting Administrator of the 
Office of Information and 
Regulatory Affairs at the 
Office of Management and 
Budget. 

Federal Republican 

9 Harmeet Dhillon Assistant Attorney General Federal Republican 

10 Leo Terrell Chair of the DOJ Task 
Force to Combat 
Antisemitism 

Federal Republican 

11 Kevin McCarthy Former Speaker of the 
House and Retired House 
of Representatives 

California Republican 

12 Tate Reeves Governor Mississippi Republican 

13 Ron DeSantis Governor Florida Republican 

14 Sarah 
Huckabee 
Sanders 

Governor Arkansas Republican 

15 Republican 
Conference in 
the United 
States House of 
Representatives
--- House GOP 

House of Representatives Federal Republican 

16 Dan Crenshaw House of Representatives Texas Republican 

17 Nancy Mace House of Representatives South Carolina Republican 

26 

https://truthsocial.com/@realDonaldTrump/posts/114745583467776157
https://truthsocial.com/@realDonaldTrump/posts/114745583467776157
https://x.com/tedcruz/status/1979654209873256675
https://x.com/SenJohnKennedy/status/1945874825546695155
https://x.com/BasedMikeLee/status/1978615626978488373
https://x.com/TomCottonAR/status/1940439124390858993
https://x.com/SenRickScott/status/1975587372436754873
https://x.com/RepAndyBiggsAZ/status/1937897813280538624
https://x.com/JeffClarkUS/status/1966109085352227030
https://x.com/AAGDhillon/status/1950935910474011119
https://x.com/LeoTerrellDOJ/status/1981141547329732627
https://x.com/SpeakerMcCarthy/status/1944863240070291763
https://x.com/tatereeves/status/1937852676609384510
https://x.com/GovRonDeSantis/status/1940224524378870152
https://x.com/SarahHuckabee/status/1960149123249901580
https://x.com/SarahHuckabee/status/1960149123249901580
https://x.com/SarahHuckabee/status/1960149123249901580
https://x.com/HouseGOP/status/1979631878530621479
https://x.com/HouseGOP/status/1979631878530621479
https://x.com/HouseGOP/status/1979631878530621479
https://x.com/HouseGOP/status/1979631878530621479
https://x.com/HouseGOP/status/1979631878530621479
https://x.com/HouseGOP/status/1979631878530621479
https://x.com/DanCrenshawTX/status/1966158436233818138
https://x.com/RepNancyMace/status/1981789537493037079
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18 Elise Stefanik House of Representatives New York Republican 

19 Tim Burchett House of Representatives Tennessee Republican 

20 Chip Roy House of Representatives Texas Republican 

21 Lance Gooden House of Representatives Texas Republican 

22 Brandon Gill House of Representatives Texas Republican 

23 Maria Evira 
Salazar 

House of Representatives Florida Republican 

24 Andy Ogles House of Representatives Tennessee Republican 

25 Carlos A. 
Gimenez 

House of Representatives Florida Republican 

26 Mike Collins House of Representatives Georgia Republicans 

27 Marjorie Taylor 
Greene 

House of Representatives Georgia Republican 

28 Don Bacon House of Representatives Nebraska Republican 

29 Randy Fine House of Representatives Florida Republican 

30 White House 
Official Account 
Rapid 
Response 

Rapid Response Account Federal Republican 

31 Lindsey 
Graham 

Republican Senator from 
South Carolina 

South Carolina Republican 

32 Senate GOP Senate Republicans-- 
Updates from Senate 
Republicans  

Federal Republican 

33 Mike Johnson Speaker of the House 
House of Representatives 

Louisiana Republican 

34 Scott Bessent Treasury Secretary Federal Republican 

35 Eric Schmitt U.S. Senator Missouri Republican 

36 Tommy 
Tuberville 

U.S. Senator Alabama Republican 

37 Senator Katie 
Boyd Britt 

U.S. Senator Alabama Republican 

38 Marsha U.S. Senator Tennessee Republican 

27 

https://x.com/RepStefanik/status/1968025973749579788
https://x.com/timburchett/status/1944027923566276738
https://x.com/RepChipRoy/status/1980256677187231895
https://x.com/Lancegooden/status/1967660999109964140
https://x.com/RepBrandonGill/status/1939489434983883116
https://x.com/RepMariaSalazar/status/1972690543172784157
https://x.com/RepMariaSalazar/status/1972690543172784157
https://x.com/RepOgles/status/1938301392416084150
https://x.com/RepCarlos/status/1972683104566255751
https://x.com/RepCarlos/status/1972683104566255751
https://x.com/RepMikeCollins/status/1943668721718849919
https://x.com/mtgreenee/status/1937851484567195954
https://x.com/mtgreenee/status/1937851484567195954
https://x.com/RepDonBacon/status/1981844322376122644
https://x.com/RepFine/status/1981464423039483916
https://x.com/WhiteHouse/status/1939354866629103709
https://x.com/WhiteHouse/status/1939354866629103709
https://x.com/WhiteHouse/status/1939354866629103709
https://x.com/WhiteHouse/status/1939354866629103709
https://x.com/LindseyGrahamSC/status/1978884287093981454
https://x.com/LindseyGrahamSC/status/1978884287093981454
https://x.com/SenateGOP/status/1937862158236454977
https://x.com/SpeakerJohnson/status/1984004117409493198
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DQU0xOIkZPH/
https://x.com/Eric_Schmitt/status/1937985173049774556
https://x.com/SenTuberville/status/1979287902413820027
https://x.com/SenTuberville/status/1979287902413820027
https://x.com/SenKatieBritt/status/1963078412526051800
https://x.com/SenKatieBritt/status/1963078412526051800
https://x.com/VoteMarsha/status/1952521381951799767
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Blackburn 

39 Roger Marshall U.S. Senator Kansas Republican 

40 JD Vance Vice President Federal Republican 

41 Karoline Leavitt White House Press 
Secretary 

Federal Republican 

42 Rand Paul U.S. Senator Kentucky Republican 

43 Claudia Tenney House of Representatives New York Republican 

44 Pat Harrigan House of Representatives North Carolina Republican 

45 Steven Scalise House of Representatives  Louisiana Republican 

 

A sampling of this political content follows: 

 

 
Source 

In this post Speaker Mike 

Johnson echoes NRCC talking 

points by tying Mamdani and his 

progressive platform to 

Democratic leadership, 

attempting to cast him as 

emblematic of the party’s 

agenda. He goes further by 

implying that Mamdani is 

somehow involved in Democratic 

strategy around shutdown 

negotiations and Affordable Care 

Act protections—an unsupported 

linkage meant to nationalize a 

local race and weaponize 

partisan fear rather than address 

policy on its merits. 

 
 

28 

https://x.com/VoteMarsha/status/1952521381951799767
https://x.com/RogerMarshallMD/status/1945866642979758468
https://x.com/JDVance/status/1979615504148131885
https://x.com/PressSec/status/1978886663578304800
https://x.com/SenRandPaul/status/1973454364921712791
https://x.com/RepTenney/status/1967323724522352767
https://x.com/RepPatHarrigan/status/1947705315643789651
https://x.com/SteveScalise/status/1983981963884302678
https://x.com/SpeakerJohnson/status/1984004117409493198
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Source 

Representative Andy Ogles 

of Tennessee has pursued 

an aggressive campaign 

against Mamdani, 

including the use of a 

derogatory “Little 

Muhammad” slur. He has 

repeatedly called for 

Mamdani’s deportation 

and has pressed for 

congressional and ICE 

investigations into his 

citizenship 

application—citing 

Mamdani’s progressive 

politics as purported 

grounds for removal. 

These actions conflate 

political disagreement 

with questions of 

belonging and legal status, 

and they weaponize 

nativist rhetoric against 

Mamdani and his 

supporters.  

 

In another post to Attorney 

General Pam Bondi, he 

even alleges that Mamdani 

provided “material support 

for terror” based on lyrics 

from a rap song and urges 

denaturalization 

proceedings—an 

extraordinary attempt to 

criminalize protected 

speech and to weaponize  

 
Source ( Full letter available in Appendix)  
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https://x.com/RepOgles/status/1938362817041830204
https://x.com/RepOgles/status/1938301392416084150?t=8aM1Itt8gY4DrSFO5Xvegw&s=19


​ Tracing Online Hate Against Zohran Mamdani 

 
 

citizenship status against a political opponent.  

 

 
Source 

Representative Elise 

Stefanik labeled Mamdani 

a “jihadist” and accused 

him of supporting “Hamas 

terrorists” in a post on X, 

repeating a familiar 

Islamophobic trope that 

equates a Muslim public 

figure’s anti-war positions 

and faith with extremism. 

These allegations are 

unsupported and rely on 

guilt-by-association rather 

than evidence, recasting 

legitimate policy views as 

security threats in order to 

delegitimize Mamdani. 

 

Senator Rick Scott of 

Florida joined 

Representative Elise 

Stefanik in attacking 

Mamdani, seizing on a 

talking point that contrasts 

Mamdani’s stated 

willingness to respect 

international law with his 

opponent Andrew Cuomo’s 

stance. Specifically, they 

targeted Mamdani’s 

position that New York 

should honor International 

Criminal Court(ICC) 

recommendations  
 

Source 

30 

https://x.com/EliseStefanik/status/1978945450519728424
https://x.com/SenRickScott/status/1975587372436754873
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regarding the arrest of Prime. 

 

Minister Netanyahu if he were present in the city. In response, Scott has proposed 

legislation framed as a rebuke to Mamdani and the ICC—less a serious policy 

intervention than a political gambit to inflame discourse, nationalize a local race, and 

paint compliance with international legal norms as extremism. The move exemplifies 

how opponents are using performative lawmaking to generate outrage rather than 

engage the substance of Mamdani’s platform. 

 

 
Source 

Senator Mike Lee amplifies 

the inflammatory discourse by 

implying that a Mamdani 

mayoralty would plunge New 

York City into catastrophic 

even apocalyptic conditions. 

This hyperbolic framing is 

designed to fuel national moral 

panic, not inform policy 

debate. It is telling that, 

despite representing Utah, 

Senator Lee feels compelled 

to caricature a Muslim 

progressive candidate in a 

local New York race with 

doomsday imagery.  
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https://x.com/BasedMikeLee/status/1979018082824626193
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Source25 

Congressman Randy Fine 

from Florida outright calls 

Mamdani a Muslim 

terrorist and campaigned 

for his deportation. His full 

statement states, “This is 

nauseating. Mamdani is 

little more than a Muslim 

terrorist. It’s a disgrace he 

was ever granted 

citizenship. It should be 

stripped and he should be 

deported to the Ugandan 

s---hole he came from," 

Fine wrote in a post on X 

in response to a statement 

Mamdani issued on the 

two-year anniversary of the 

October 7, 2023 Hamas 

terror attack against Israel 

and the Genocide that 

followed.26 

 

26https://www.foxnews.com/politics/republican-labels-mamdani-little-more-than-muslim-terrorist-advocates-yanking-citizenship-depo
rtation.amp 

25https://x.com/RepFine/status/1975926986913566720 
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https://x.com/RepFine/status/1975926986913566720
https://x.com/RepFine/status/1975586710994997711
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/republican-labels-mamdani-little-more-than-muslim-terrorist-advocates-yanking-citizenship-deportation.amp
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/republican-labels-mamdani-little-more-than-muslim-terrorist-advocates-yanking-citizenship-deportation.amp
https://x.com/RepFine/status/1975926986913566720
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Red-Baiting Disinformation 

 
Source 

Mamdani’s historic candidacy stands out 

in part because of his embrace of 

progressive politics and commitment to a 

policy platform that uplifts working class 

communities in New York City. His strong 

alliance with the Democratic Socialists 

has led to some of the largest 

red-baiting/anti-working class 

disinformation we have seen in an 

electoral cycle in years. 

 

Red-baiting is a tactic that seeks to 

discredit opponents by labeling them 

communists, socialists, or sympathizers 

of leftist ideologies. The term draws on  

“red” as the historic color of left movements and “baiting” as harassment or provocation. 

Historically it was linked in the United States with two volatile periods called the Red 

Scares during which there was a rise in strong nationalistic and anti-immigrant 

sympathies27 and led to government surveillance, punitive investigations, blacklists, and 

speech restrictions that were used to police dissent and punish individuals and 

organizations. 

 

Given the severity of how this type of disinformation has historically ruined lives and 

fragmented civil rights organizations and communities, it is of importance that we 

understand how this form of disinformation targeted Mamdani and his campaign. 

 

In our research 23% of the posts manually monitored by EL label Mamdani as a 

communist, many accompanied with hashtags such as #Antisemite, #terrorist and 

#Jihadist. 

 

1.43 million posts refer to Mamdani in red-baiting posts using the term Communist with 

a total reach of 292 billion Users.28 While 323k posts refer to Mamdani in red-baiting 

posts using the term Marxist with a total reach of 38.2 billion Users. 

28 Meltwater 

27https://www.mass.gov/info-details/sacco-vanzetti-the-red-scare-of-1919-1920 
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https://hti.osu.edu/opper/lesson-plans/the-red-scare/images/we-cant-digest-the-scum
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/sacco-vanzetti-the-red-scare-of-1919-1920
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This led to a combined total of 1.62 million red-baiting Posts that reached over 330.2 
billion users. 
 

 

In this content Mamdani has been repeatedly 

labeled a “communist” or “radical leftist” in 

an effort to discredit his pro–working-class 

platform by depicting it as extreme. His policy 

agenda—rent freezes, robust tenant 

protections, universal child care, city-owned 

grocery stores, and raising the minimum 

wage to $30 by 2030—directly addresses 

New York City’s affordability crisis. Yet 

opponents routinely deploy “communist” as a 

catch-all insult for any proposal that 

challenges corporate power or wealth 

inequality, despite Mamdani’s clear 

self-identification as a democratic socialist 

and the fact that his priorities are grounded 

in extensive engagement with working-class 

constituents across the city. This line of 

attack sits squarely within a long American 

tradition of red-baiting, where rhetoric is 

used to stigmatize working class concerns 

and the economic reforms rather than debate 

them on their merits. A brief sample of such 

content follows: 
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Source 

In this political cartoon the 

implication of the mouse 

trap is that voters are 

falling for a narrative of 

“Free Stuff” but this is a 

trap set by Democrats, 

Muslim and Socialist 

interests. 

 

In this cartoon, a 

“socialism” mask sits atop 

a menacing caricature of 

Mamdani, casting him as 

the face of “radical jihad.” 

The image fuses red-scare 

tropes with Islamophobic 

hysteria to stoke fear, 

using visual cues—such as 

an exaggerated beard—to 

insinuate extremism. It’s a 

textbook example of how 

opponents merge anti-Left 

rhetoric with anti-Muslim 

stereotypes to delegitimize 

a candidate through 

identity-based 

mud-slinging rather than 

substantive critique. 

 
Source 
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https://x.com/afbranco/status/1983919095474004453
https://x.com/DoryBeutel/status/1983137578116096293
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Source 

In this cartoon the 

Islamophobic and 

red-scare imagery is 

explicit: a red 

plane—standing in for 

Mamdani’s socialist 

politics—is depicted on a 

collision course 

reminiscent of the 9/11 

attacks. The visual 

conflates his faith and 

pro–working-class agenda 

with impending terrorism 

to deliberately stoke fear. 

 

In this cartoon the symbol 

of the apple is a stand in 

for New York city has been 

rotted out by Mamdani’s 

progressive policies that 

include police reform, city 

owned grocers, taxing the 

wealthy, peace activism to 

end the war, and 

anti-capitalism vision. The 

caricature of Mamdani is 

aligned with other racist 

caricatures of South Asian 

and ethnic men.  
Source 
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https://x.com/afbranco/status/1982855760506958050
https://www.unionleader.com/opinion/cartoons/editorial-cartoon-gary-varvel/image_b24affbd-1aee-4b52-ae9c-751723d57162.html
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Source 

This demeaning post 

caricatures Mamdani in a 

turban, drawn in a 

historically bigoted style 

used to cast South Asians 

and Muslims as cultural 

bogeymen. He is shown 

wearing a pin that crosses 

out the Star of David, 

implying antisemitism, 

while his politics are 

red‑baited through 

imagery of him slicing a 

red apple—the symbol of 

New York—suggesting that 

“socialism” will carve up 

the city. 

 

This post by City Desk 

NYC uses inflammatory 

language to claim that 

New York Governor Kathy 

Hochul’s endorsement is a 

“surrender” to a 

“Democratic socialist 

mob.” It dismisses a $30 

minimum wage as 

“fantasy” and derides the 

platform as “vaporware 

socialism,” substituting 

slogans and insults for any 

substantive critique of the 

policies. 

 
Source 
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Source 
 

Conservative commentators like 

Nick Sortor with 1.2 million 

followers on X labelled his 

proposals—such as city-run 

grocery stores or rent 

freezes—as evidence of 

“communism.” 

 

In Xi Van Fleet’s post, the 

red-baiting escalates into 

outright fabrication. He 

attributes to Mamdani calls to 

“seize the means of production,” 

abolish private property, and 

place industry under state 

control, then concludes that 

Mamdani is a “full-fledged 

communist” bent on turning the 

United States into a totalitarian 

regime. 

 

Politicians also have helped to 

proliferate red-baiting. On June 

26, Donald Trump labeled 

Mamdani a “100% Communist 

Lunatic,” a classic red-baiting 

move that substitutes insult for 

argument and shifts attention 

from concrete policy to 

ideological fearmongering. 

Calling someone a “communist” 

in this context is not a 

good-faith critique of a stated 

platform; it is a catch-all slur 

meant to cast pro–working class 

policies as inherently 

illegitimate and to collapse 

nuanced positions into a  

 

Source 
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caricature of extremism. Adding “lunatic” compounds the smear by pathologizing 

dissent—suggesting that Mamdani’s views are not just wrong but irrational and 

dangerous—thereby discouraging substantive engagement with his proposals. 

 

This rhetoric also relies on ad hominem attacks and aesthetic jabs (“he looks terrible,” 

“his voice is grating,” “he’s not very smart”) to delegitimize a candidate without 

addressing his actual record.  

 

 

 
Source 
 

Trump’s rhetoric was quickly amplified by 

officials like Senator Tom Cotton of 

Arkansas, who escalated with claims that a 

Mamdani mayoralty would “seize the means 

of production,” “globalize the intifada,” and 

“defund the police.” He then followed the 

Republican playbook by tying these 

caricatured positions to the national 

Democratic Party. The effect is to 

nationalize a local race through  

 
Source 

sensationalism, smear a candidate with hyperbole rather than evidence, and substitute 

partisan panic for serious policy debate. 
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Source 

In this post, Speaker Mike 

Johnson dismisses 

Mamdani’s proposals—such 

as freezing rent increases 

and establishing city-run 

grocery stores—as 

“insanity.” Labeling policies 

as the product of mental 

illness is not a policy 

argument; it is hyperbolic 

disinformation that 

sidesteps substance. 

Mamdani’s policy platforms 

are concrete responses to 

an affordability crisis that 

deserve debate on costs,  

feasibility, and outcomes, not stigmatizing rhetoric meant to delegitimize ideas without 

engaging their merits. 

 

 
Source 

Senator John Kennedy of 

Louisiana extends the 

red-baiting by falsely 

equating Mamdani’s policies 

with abolishing private 

property and “seizing the 

means of production.” Some 

critics point to a 2020 

appearance on the “Far Left 

Show” 29 podcast,  

where Mamdani discussed the housing crisis, but his actual campaign platform does not 

include any call for a government takeover of private businesses, a centrally planned 

economy, or the elimination of private property. His proposals—such as rent 

stabilization, tenant protections, targeted subsidies, and selective price controls—are 

market interventions commonly used in mixed economies. They are not equivalent to 

expropriation or socialist nationalization. 
 

29https://nypost.com/2025/06/21/us-news/socialist-nyc-mayoral-candidate-zohran-mamdani-once-rapped-about-his-love-for-hamas-
teror-funding-group-holy-land-five/ 
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Source 

Although Mamdani has been 

clear and consistent in his 

support for the LGBTQIA+ 

community, opponents have 

tried to weaponize his 

Muslim identity to spread the 

false claim that he is 

anti-LGBTQIA+. In our 
sample, roughly 2% of 
posts labeled him 
anti-queer, anti-trans, or 
anti-LGBTQIA+.  
 

This example couples the slur 

“Commie Mamdani” with the 

assertion that he is Muslim 

and that “Muslims kill gays,” 

making a baseless leap from 

religious identity to 

presumed hostility. 

 

 It is also dangerous because 

it seeks to manufacture 

conflict between Muslim and 

queer communities in New 

York through pinkwashing, 

undermining solidarity and 

public safety. 
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Anti-Immigrant Disinformation 
Another disturbing trend noticed in monitoring the 

hate against Mamdani online was the barrage of 

anti-immigration disinformation posted by 

Republicans and far right influencers. These posts 

highlighted his immigrant, South Asian 

background as reasons he allegedly did not 

“belong” in American political life. Many of these 

posts employed xenophobic rhetoric, portraying 

him as a foreign threat despite his U.S. citizenship 

and long-standing residence. They also often 

stated his lack of gratitude for being an immigrant. 

And that he represents a threat to American ways 

of life. Expressions such as “Deport him” and 

challenges to his legitimacy circulated widely, 

particularly during his electoral successes, 

demonstrating how harassment intertwined ethnicity and immigrant status to 

delegitimize him publicly. In our research through manual monitoring, we found over 
5% of the posts called for Mamdani to be deported or denaturalised, while 2.4% were 

anti-immigrant in nature. 

 

Additionally 305k posts refer to anti-Immigrant content with references to Mamdani 

being deported, with a total reach of 92.6 billion users30.  

 

30Meltwater 
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Source 

This post exemplifies overt 

racism and xenophobia. The 

user claims that if elected, a 

“brown” Indian Mamdani will 

make New York “dirty” like 

India, pairing the statement 

with images of 

garbage-strewn streets. This 

relies on crude stereotypes 

that reduce India to a “third 

world” landscape of trash 

and slums, and it conflates 

perceived 

underdevelopment with 

Mamdani’s cultural 

background.  

 

Congressman Brandon Gill 

has been a frequent 

purveyor of racist, 

xenophobic, and 

Islamophobic content. In 

this instance, he amplified a 

viral video of Mamdani 

eating rice with his hands to 

question his “Americanness” 

and cultural fitness. Eating 

with one’s hands is a 

common South Asian 

practice and it is also 

routine in many cultures 

around the world. Gill posted 

on X, “Civilised people in 

America don’t eat like this.  

 
Source 

If you refuse to adopt Western customs, go back to the Third World.” This message is 

openly nativist and demeaning, policing cultural expression to exclude immigrants and 

South Asians from full belonging instead of engaging the candidate’s ideas or record. 
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Source 

Another recurring theme in 

the anti-immigrant 

disinformation is the effort 

by right‑wing influencers and 

politicians. From Right wing 

influence Matt Walsh to Vice 

President Vance these 

narratives work to recast 

Mamdani’s critiques of 

American racism and history 

as personal ingratitude. This 

move treats honest 

engagement with the 

legacies of slavery, 

segregation, xenophobia, 

and American imperial 

violence as a character 

flaw—“ungrateful,” 

“egotistical,” or 

“anti-American”—rather than 

a legitimate democratic 

practice. It is a classic 

assimilationist cudgel: 

immigrants and Muslims are 

told that belonging is 

conditional on silence about 

injustice. 

 

This rhetoric is both racist 

and Islamophobic. It polices 

who gets to narrate 

American history and who  

 
Source 

is permitted to critique power, reserving full civic voice for those who affirm a sanitized 

national story while marking Muslim critics as disloyal interlopers. By framing a Muslim, 

South Asian candidate’s policy arguments as evidence of “ingratitude,” it collapses 

political dissent into cultural deviance and religious otherness. The result is a double 
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erasure: the erasure of real histories of state and vigilante violence, and the erasure of 

Muslim and immigrant claims to equal authorship of the American project.  

 

The xenophobic, nativist attacks on Mamdani are often paired with the demonization of 

other communities of color. While Republican officials have amplified this rhetoric, his 

opponent Andrew Cuomo has also circulated content that is divisive and racist. Below 

are screenshots from a video Cuomo posted and then quickly deleted. The AI‑generated 

ad portrays “criminals for Zohran Mamdani,”31 stringing together crude caricatures: 

Mamdani eating with his hands, a Black man shoplifting while wearing a keffiyeh, a drug 

dealer, scenes of trafficking, and a man abusing a woman, all presented as supporters of 

Mamdani. The message is unmistakable. It recasts cultural practices and racialized 

stereotypes as proof of criminality and suggests that backing Mamdani is synonymous 

with endorsing crime. This is not a policy debate. It is white fearmongering that targets 

Muslims, Black New Yorkers, and immigrants, and it is designed to stigmatize Mamdani’s 

multiracial coalition. 

 

 
Source 

 

 

31https://x.com/lkassidi/status/1981410769628500131 
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In an interview32 with ABC News Live Prime anchor Linsey Davis just days before 

Election Day, Andrew Cuomo leaned into nativist and anti-immigrant frames while 

characterizing Zohran Mamdani as “very divisive” and someone who does not 

understand “the New York way.” When Davis pressed him about remarks he made on Fox 

News—highlighting Mamdani’s dual U.S.–Uganda citizenship and claiming he does not 

understand “New York culture” or “New York values”—Cuomo replied, “You can be a New 

Yorker and not understand New Yorkers,” and accused Mamdani of inflaming division. 

These comments echo a pattern: defining “real” New York identity in ways that exclude 

immigrants and Muslims, and shifting the burden onto Mamdani to prove belonging.

 
Source 

32https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/nyc-mayoral-candidate-andrew-cuomo-calls-opponent-mamdani/story?id=127035125 
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That pattern was underscored when Cuomo appeared on conservative radio on October 

23, 2025 with Sid Rosenberg 3334and did not directly challenge the host’s suggestion 

that Mamdani would “cheer another 9/11.”  

 

 
Source 

Cuomo later said he believed the host was joking and 

called the remark offensive, yet he still accused 

Mamdani of being divisive35 and shared with ABC that 

Mamdani was falsely alleging Islamophobia36. If 

Cuomo aspires to represent all New Yorkers, the 

failure to unequivocally reject such racist and 

Islamophobic rhetoric raises serious concerns. 

 

Cuomo also echoed Republican red-baiting, casting 

the race as a referendum on a “radical agenda” and a 

pivotal moment for both New York City and the 

Democratic Party. He drew a contrast between  

“left-wing and moderate Democrats,” asserting that a more radical program “doesn’t 

work” for New York. Framed together—with the appeals to cultural gatekeeping, the 

hesitation to confront bigoted insinuations, and the effort to nationalize the race through 

ideological caricature—the interview advances a message that sidelines policy in favor of 

identity-based insinuations and partisan fear, rather than engaging Mamdani’s platform 

on its merits. 

 

In endorsing Andrew Cuomo, Mayor Adams delivered a vicious speech on October 23rd, 

2025,37 that framed Mamdani and his supporters through the lens of “Islamic 

extremism,” importing foreign conflict narratives into a local race and implying a link 

between Muslim civic participation and violence. He relied on sweeping, sensational 

claims—churches “burned,” communities “destroyed,” “logical thinking” “taken over”—to 

cast Mamdani as a civilizational threat, then presented his endorsement as a defensive 

act “to be part of this fight,” signaling that Mamdani’s political presence is something 

New Yorkers must resist. The perfunctory disclaimer (“Not Muslims, let’s not mix this 

up”) is immediately undercut by reattaching stigma to “Islamic extremists,” a familiar 

device that preserves suspicion while claiming neutrality. Collapsing diverse European  

 

37https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/23/nyregion/adams-endorse-cuomo-nyc-mayor.html  

36 https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/nyc-mayoral-candidate-andrew-cuomo-calls-opponent-mamdani/story?id=127035125 

35https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/01/nyregion/cuomo-strategy-mamdani.html 

34https://x.com/clauirizarry/status/1981370643682566454 

33https://x.com/EYakoby/status/1981480074625822807 
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/mamdani-emotional-speech-decries-islamophobia-new-york-city/story?id=126846079 
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Source 

contexts into “New York can’t 

become Europe” invokes a 

classic nativist trope that 

portrays Muslims as 

incompatible with Western 

cities. 

 

The campaigns of 

established Democrats such 

as Cuomo and Adams, which 

echoed divisive 

disinformation, are likely to 

leave lasting damage among 

the constituents they aim to 

represent.  

 

The fact that candidates in 

the race were so casually 

using racist, anti-immigrant, 

and anti-South Asian themes 

also opened the door for the 

normalization of slurs in  

disinformation directed at Mamdani and his supporters. It is also a reflection of centrist 

Democrats who did not resist but rather abetted the Islamophobic, racist, and 

anti-immigrant disinformation from the right wing. 

 

 
Source 

This post uses the slur 

“Pajeet” to target Zohran 

Mamdani. “Pajeet” is a 

derogatory epithet aimed at 

Indian immigrants, 

originating on 4chan around 

2015 and widely used in 

online spaces to  

dehumanize and mock South Asians. It is frequently paired with other racist tropes that 

depict Indians as “dirty,” “dishonest,” or otherwise inferior. 
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To intensify anti-immigrant rhetoric 

alongside Islamophobia, users repeatedly 

equated Mamdani with London’s Muslim 

mayor, Sadiq Khan, and U.S. 

Congresswoman Ilhan Omar, invoking their 

shared faith as a derogatory marker. This 

deliberate conflation of Muslim elected 

officials is designed to fuel “Muslim 

invasion” narratives and to activate white 

nationalist fears that have been 

mainstreamed through racialized, 

Islamophobic disinformation. In our 

manually coded sample of 500 posts, 14 explicitly referenced Sadiq Khan, with 

messages such as “Mamdani will Islamize New York like Sadiq Khan did in London.” 

 

 
Source 

 
Source 

 

This pattern reflects a larger phenomenon of identity-based disinformation that seeks to 

discourage political engagement among Muslim, South Asian and immigrant 

communities. The coordinated spread of such content illustrates how social media can 

be leveraged to weaponize identity, blending racism, Islamophobia, and xenophobia to 

undermine political figures like Mamdani.  
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Global Right Wing Figures Join 
Mamdani Disinformation Campaigns 
An interesting finding in our research was the volume of engagement from the global 

right. Politicians, ambassadors and other government officials outside the United States 

circulated disinformation memes and hate posts about Mamdani and the New York City 

mayoral race. While this list is not comprehensive, our table below lists 28 selected 

political figures from 14 countries, including Argentina, Australia, Austria, Canada, Czech 

Republic, France, Germany, Holland, India, Israel, Slovenia, Sweden, Spain and the UK 

who posted and reposted content to amplify the disinformation and hate against 

Mamdani online. We have hyperlinked their names to an example of one such post or 

repost. 

 

 Name Title Country 

1 Javier Milei Argentinian President Argentina 

2 Pablo Quirno Canciller de la República Argentina | Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, International Trade and 
Worship 

Argentina 

3 Ralph Babet Australian Senator for Victoria  Australia 

4 Karl-Arthur 
Arlamovsky 

Austrian Politician Austria 

5 Kevin Vuong MP Canadian Parliament Canada 

6 Robin Martin Former MPP Canada 

7 Tomas Kubin Member of European Parliament Czech 
Republic 

8 Malika Sorel Member of European Parliament France 

9 Hildegard Bentele Member of European Parliament Germany 

10 Rob Roos Former Member of European Parliament Holland 

11 Mahesh Jethmalani Member of Parliament India 

12 Prathap Simha Former Member of Parliament India 

13 Kangana Ranaut Member of Parliament (BJP)38 India 

38Bharatiya Janata Party, the current ruling right wing party in India 
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14 Gideon Sa’ar Minister of Foreign Affairs Israel 

15 Yaki Lopez Consul General of Israel to Southern China Israel 

16 Walid Abu Haya Ambassador of Israel to Georgia  

17 Eldad Golan Ambassador of Israel in Honduras Israel 

18 Yosi Levi Sfari Ambassador of Israel in Bulgaria Israel 

19 David Saranga Digital Diplomacy Chief Israel 

20 Yiftah Curiel Cultural Attache of Israel in Spain Israel 

21 Avi Nir-Feldklein Ambassador of Israel to the EU Israel 

22 Gary Koren Ambassador of Israel to Croatia Israel 

23 Marco Sermoneta Ambassador of Israel to Pacific Northwest Israel 

24 Branko Grims Member of European Parliament Slovenia 

25 Hermann Tertsch Spanish politician, member of Vox party in 
European Parliament.  

Spain 

26 Jorge Buxade Member of European Parliament Spain 

27 Alice Teodorescu 
Mawe 

Member of the European Parliament for 
Sweden, representing the Christian 
Democrats 

Sweden 

28 Zac Goldsmith Ex UK Foreign Office Minister for the 
International Environment, Climate, Forests, 
Ocean.  

UK 
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Mamdani became a global lightning rod because Islamophobia, xenophobia, and 

red‑baiting are now transnational staples of right‑wing politics. These narratives travel 

easily across borders, fueling coordinated smear campaigns. Here are some samples of 

posts: 
 

 
Source 

 

 
Source 

 
Source 

 
Source  

52 

https://x.com/senatorbabet/status/1937748699490529517
https://x.com/senatorbabet/status/1937748699490529517
https://x.com/Jorgebuxade
https://x.com/Jorgebuxade/status/1974366032841089144


​ Tracing Online Hate Against Zohran Mamdani 

 
 

 
Source 

 
Source 

 

 
Source 

Among the amplified content 

were extreme videos, including 

one shared by Walid Abu Haya, 

Israel’s ambassador to 

Georgia. He posted a clip from 

Eretz Nehederet, an Israeli 

prime-time satirical show, 

featuring an actor portraying 

Mamdani recording a message 

to New York’s Jewish 

community in front of a green 

screen. The skit hinges on 

bigoted “slip-ups”: swapping 

“Shana Tova” with “Intifada 

Tova,” “Hava Nagila” with 

“jihad,” and “hummus” with  

“Hamas.” The ambassador endorsed the video as “exceptionally accurate,” legitimizing a 

portrayal that trades in extreme racist and Islamophobic disinformation. 
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Hindu Right-Wing's Disinformation ​
on Mamdani 
Given Mamdani’s South Asian and Gujarati-Muslim background, his open criticism of 

Prime Minister Modi and policies such as the 

Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) has drawn 

sustained ire from right-wing circles in India 

and within the Indian diaspora in the United 

States. During the study period, our research 

documented a surge of disinformation 

targeting him and his supporters. In our 

sample, 9% of posts accused Mamdani of 

being anti-Hindu, anti-Modi, or anti-India, 

and roughly 10% of those posts originated 

from accounts that self-identify as Indian or 

appear to be run by Indian-origin users.  

 
In fact, after Mamdani publicly criticized 

Prime Minister Modi during the primary 

debates, there were more than 58,000 

online mentions linking Mamdani to Modi. 

Approximately 10,000 of those originated in 

India.39  

 

This pattern underscores how transnational 

networks are mobilizing identity-based 

smear campaigns to delegitimize a Muslim 

South Asian candidate for his policy 

positions. The irony is that Mamdani is from 

an inter-faith family but his own Hindu lineage is discounted because of his policy 

positions.  

 

 

39Meltwater 
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Here is a sample of some of the content. 

 

 
Source Source 

 

Early in the campaign, opponents circulated a viral clip claiming Mamdani led a mob in 

New York City. In fact, the footage shows him at a protest in Times Square against the 

construction of the Ram Mandir in Ayodhya, where some demonstrators were filmed 

chanting anti-Hindu slogans.40 

 

That mischaracterized clip was repeatedly repurposed throughout the election cycle as 

part of a broader disinformation campaign.41 It fueled posts that smeared Mamdani and 

his family. His mother, who is Hindu, was labeled “anti-Hindu,” and Mamdani was falsely 

accused of leading a hate-filled mob in Times Square and chanting that “Hindus are 

bastards.” This narrative draws on Hindu nationalist tropes depicting Muslims as violent 

agitators. These posts grew increasingly unhinged in their accusations and smears.  

 

Sanju Verma, a spokesperson from the Bharatiya Janata Party, the ruling party in India 

posted on X calling Mamdani a “Rabid Liar” for his views on Modi while spreading the 

common disinformation that Mamdani called Hindus Harami “Bast@@@s” at this same 

protest. 

 

41https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/us/did-nyc-mayor-candidate-mira-nairs-son-zohran-mamdani-slam-hindus-in-viral-video/
articleshow/121236977.cms 

40https://www.livemint.com/news/us-news/zohran-mamdani-faces-backlash-from-indian-americans-over-his-alleged-hinduphobic-re
marks-11758339127856.html 
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Source 

In another post BJP 

Member of Parliament, 

Kangana Ranaut, references 

Zohran Mamdani’s parents’ 

religious and cultural 

backgrounds and 

accomplishments, then 

pivots to attack his name as 

“Pakistani,” implying 

betrayal of his heritage. She 

questions his “Hindu 

identity,” claims he sounds 

“more Pakistani than 

Indian,” and extrapolates 

that Zohran’s “Hindu fidelity 

and bloodline” no longer 

exist, concluding that he is 

“ready to wipe out 

Hinduism.” This attack was 

intended not only to inject 

disinformation into the 

mayoral race, but also to 

feed ongoing Islamophobic 

narratives in India. 

 

This escalated into a torrent of Islamophobic posts from multiple accounts alleging 

“Hinduphobia” and portraying Mamdani as anti-Indian and anti-Hindu, including claims 

that he would turn New York City into a “launchpad for radicalism.” The tactic is clear: 

weaponize his Muslim identity and his constitutionally protected advocacy on human 

rights in India to paint him as a traitor to his heritage and an extremist. These narratives 

conflate criticism of government policy with hostility toward an entire faith or nation, 

distorting lawful political speech into a pretext for bigotry. Influencers and BJP 

spokespeople amplified these messages, activating Hindu nationalist disinformation 

networks against Mamdani at multiple levels throughout the rest of the campaign. 
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Source 

 

Source 

 

Source 

 
Source 

 

The fervor of this disinformation ran in parallel to Hindu nationalist networks in the city 

who were pushing multiple campaigns to stop Mamdani throughout the campaign. This 

includes on June 22 during the Mayoral primary where an aerial banner funded by right 

wing members of the Hindu American community, Hindu Americans for Cuomo, flew 
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above the Hudson River in New York City, and it read: “Save NYC from Global Intifada. 

Reject Mamdani”.42  

 

 

Source 

 

This campaign was amplified by reporting in India and in the United State to create the 

appearance of Mamdani being Hinduphobic.434445 

 

 
Source 

 
Source 

45https://nypost.com/2025/09/19/us-news/hindu-americans-call-out-zohran-mamdanis-hinduphobia/ 

44https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/01/world/asia/mamdani-india-hindu-muslims-modi-new-york-mayor.html 

43https://sundayguardianlive.com/editors-choice/mamdani-has-a-hindu-problem-135812/ 

42https://scroll.in/article/1083811/why-some-hindu-americans-are-opposing-the-first-south-asian-to-run-in-new-yorks-mayoral-poll?f
bclid=IwY2xjawNnhUVleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFzMEJheW5tbGh5NXhOd1A1AR7au33PnyW5oDKDJVk3Cj6MVv8GIzSmOzEB9GyS
eMVH-OBPHjwcyMgxqMym0Q_aem_iObBSkmsXRMzj28REkzrNg  
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These talking points were also amplified by Mayor Eric Adams campaign in social media 

posts like the series he posted below. Again this shows how much centrist Democratic 

candidates in the race were willing to sow division within communities. 

 

 
Source 
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Source 

As part of his large outreach 

campaign Mamdani also 

visited Hindu temples across 

the city and that community 

outreach was also met with 

denigrating reactions , 

suggesting his intentions were 

sinister. Posts claimed, “How 

ironic that you now walk into a 

Hindu temple for your political 

convenience. So which is it? 

Are you not a practicing 

Muslim, or are you practicing 

“taqiya,” lying for religious or 

political gain? Either way, it 

exposes you as a fraud. If you 

cannot be honest with yourself 

or your own faith, how can you 

be honest with the people of 

New York?” They also used 

hashtags like #ShariaBolshevik 

and stated that Hindus for 

Zohran are like Queers for 

Palestine denigrating Hindu 

constituents that support 

Mamdani. This rhetoric relies 

on Islamophobic tropes to 

question the legitimacy of 

Mamdani’s interfaith 

engagement and to police his 

and his followers religious 

identity for partisan ends.  
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Source 

 
Source 

 

 

 
Source The full letter is in our Appendix 

Disinformation targeting 

Mamdani from segments of 

the right-wing Hindu 

diaspora also continued in 

several open letters directed 

at Mamdani, the Indian 

government, and his family. 

An open letter46 signed by 

more than 20 

organizations—including 

Americans4Hindus, Vishwa 

Hindu Parishad of America 

(VHPA), the Coalition of 

Hindus of North America 

(CoHNA), the Association of 

Indians in America, and  

HinduPACT—accuses him of ignoring incidents of vandalism at Hindu temples in the 

United States and of supporting policies that “discriminate against Hindus and people 

46https://www.newindiaabroad.com/english/news/indian-american-groups-slam-mamdani-for-hinduphobic-remarks  
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of Indian origin,” specifically his support for recognizing caste as a protected category 

in New York Assembly Bill 6930. The letter also disputes Mamdani’s characterization of 

India’s Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) as “the first stage of an attempt to strip 

Muslims of their citizenship.” These claims misrepresent Mamdani’s record and flatten 

complex policy debates into partisan talking points, reframing civil rights protections 

and human rights advocacy as anti-Hindu bias. These letters were then amplified in 

reporting on the letters in both India and the United States.47 

 

This letter follows two prior open letters from the Global Hindu Human Rights Initiative, 

a registered NGO that advocates for Hindu nationalist influence abroad. The first, 

addressed to India’s Minister of External Affairs, Dr. S. Jaishankar.  

 

 
Source Full Letter in Appendix48 

 

The demands outlined in the letter are profoundly dangerous. They urge India’s Ministry 

of External Affairs to condemn Mamdani’s speech, file a diplomatic protest with the U.S. 

State Department, revoke his Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) card, permanently bar his 

entry into India, and investigate his supposed “links” to terrorism. Taken together, these 

actions seek to criminalize dissent, punish protected speech, and weaponize state 

power across borders. Calls to revoke Mamdani’s OCI card and impose a lifetime ban 

would effectively sever a diasporic New Yorker from family, heritage, and the ability to 

48https://theghhrc.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/26-August-2025-Open-letter-to-Shri-Jaishankar-on-Mamdani.docx.pdf 

47https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/us/indian-american-groups-condemn-zohran-mamdanis-hinduphobic-remarks-as-acts-of
-bigotry-and-bias/articleshow/124917475.cms 
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travel—classic tools of transnational repression that many Indian minorities have 

reported facing. It is especially chilling that, in the United States, Islamophobic 

disinformation is being mobilized to question Mamdani’s belonging, while abroad, Hindu 

nationalist Islamophobic disinformation is being used to foreclose his return. The 

combined effect is to render Indian Muslim Americans stateless in practice: targeted at 

home as un-American and targeted abroad as anti-Indian. This is precisely why such 

demands must be rejected. They undermine free expression, chill civic participation, and 

normalize the use of diplomatic and immigration levers to silence political opponents 

rather than engage their arguments. 

 

The Global Hindu Human Rights Initiative campaign also included an open letter 

addressed to Zohran Mamdani’s mother, Mira Nair, which blended patronizing 

Islamophobia with Hindu nationalist talking points. The authors offered her a paid trip to 

Gujarat to “debunk” her son’s views, framing the gesture as corrective education. The 

letter included demeaning statements and insinuations aimed at discrediting Mamdani 

through his family, rather than engaging his ideas—an attempt to shame and intimidate 

by exploiting religious identity and diaspora ties. 

 

 

Source Full Letter in Appendix49 

 

The anti-Hindu and anti-India disinformation aimed at Zohran Mamdani by segments of 

the right wing in India and the diaspora shows how South Asian nationalist 

disinformation narratives are being repurposed to shape U.S. politics. By branding 

Mamdani “anti-Hindu” or “anti-India” for criticizing Prime Minister Modi and the BJP’s 

right-leaning agenda, these campaigns weaponize religion and nationalism to discredit 

a progressive platform, narrow the bounds of who may “authentically” represent South 

Asian identity in the West, and silence marginalized voices. They also seek to fracture 

the broad South Asian consensus in New York City that undergirds Mamdani’s vibrant 

multiracial coalition, pitting communities against one another to erode shared power. 

49https://theghhrc.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/26-August-2025-Open-letter-to-Mira-Nair.docx.pdf 
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Disinformation Against Civic 
Engagement Groups 
The disinformation targeting Mamdani also targeted New Yorkers in his coalition. In a 

Fox News piece50 right‑wing activist Asra Q. Nomani advanced a highly inflammatory 

narrative claiming that funding from George Soros51, socialist donors, and “radical 

imams” fueled Mamdani’s rise. This framing recycles antisemitic dog whistles, 

red‑baiting, and Islamophobic tropes to delegitimize a broad, grassroots coalition and 

to cast ordinary civic organizing as sinister orchestration. 

 

In addition to this article Normani created this graphic to further build her false 

narrative of orchestration and shadow networks.  

 

 
Source 

51https://www.bbc.com/news/world-44301342 

50https://www.foxnews.com/politics/inside-mamdani-machine-soros-cash-socialists-radical-imams-engineered-zohran-mamdanis-pat
h-power 
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Source 

 

In addition to this report targeting Mamdani’s supporters a parallel effort to dox and 

target members of the New York DSA also was disseminated on October 30, 2025 by 

Canary Mission. Canary Mission is an anonymously run doxing website established in 

2014 that smears and publishes the personal information of students, professors, and 

organizations that it describes as anti-Israel or antisemitic, focusing primarily on people 

at North American universities.5253 

53https://forward.com/news/411355/revealed-canary-mission-blacklist-is-secretly-bankrolled-by-major-jewish/ 

52https://www.thenation.com/article/world/canary-mission-israel-covert-operations/ 
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Source54 

 

The report falsely asserts that the DSA’s goals are the following:  
●​ Destroying "Empire" (what DSA calls the USA) 
●​ Replacing the market economy with state-controlled Marxism 
●​ Defunding the police and using the funds for DEI programs 
●​ Supporting terrorist groups and terrorist entities, i.e., Hamas and Hezbollah 
●​ Normalizing antisemitism and supporting violent extremist groups 
●​ Promoting foreign policies that align with authoritarian regimes such as China, 

Russia and Iran 
 
The Canary Mission report goes on to deploy multiple graphics that map Mamdani’s 
networks and profile scores of individuals and organizations, turning a diverse grassroots 
coalition into a target list. This is of serious concern as Canary Mission dossiers have 
been used in the past to inform Department of Homeland Security investigations, enable 
doxxing of individuals, and to pressure employers, universities, and institutions, resulting 
in lost jobs, scholarships, and opportunities.555657 It also leads to even more serious 
attacks like swatting, physical and death threats, The objective here is the same: 

57https://abcnews.go.com/US/dhs-investigated-5000-student-protesters-listed-doxxing-website/story?id=123619284 

56https://www.nytimes.com/2025/04/01/us/israel-gaza-student-protests-canary-mission.html 

55https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/7/11/canary-mission-how-us-uses-a-hate-group-to-target-palestine-advocates 

54https://canarymission.org/campaign/DSA 
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intimidate New Yorkers out of constitutionally protected civic engagement by 
weaponizing reputational harm, amplifying false antisemitic, red-baiting, and 
Islamophobic tropes, and deter citizens from associating with Mamdani’s campaign and 
vote according to their values.  
 

 

Source 

 

Given the NYPD’s post‑9/11 Muslim surveillance program58 and the Federal NSEERS 

Muslim registry59, there is justified concern for the safety of those flagged by these 

reports. Both reports also raise serious risks of election interference and voter 

intimidation. We will continue to monitor the situation closely. 

 

 

59https://www.aila.org/ending-nseers-closes-dark-chapter-in-us-history 

58https://www.aclu.org/documents/factsheet-nypd-muslim-surveillance-program 
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Conclusion 
This campaign of disinformation and hate against Zohran Mamdani has had one 

throughline: his Muslim identity is the target. He has been smeared as “antisemitic,” 

called a “Jihadist”, accused of backing terrorism, and even told to “go back” or be 

deported. None of this is about policy. It is about making a Muslim public figure seem 

alien, dangerous, and undeserving of belonging. The surge of online Islamophobic 

attacks—paired with nativism and red-baiting—shows how deeply prejudice still shapes 

public conversation, especially when a Muslim, immigrant, pro–working class candidate 

gains momentum.  

 

The online harassment and disinformation aimed at Zohran Mamdani reflect a wider 

pattern in which Islamophobia, xenophobia, racism, and red-baiting narratives converge, 

rather than mere isolated attacks. Effectively addressing this challenge calls for 

coordinated action and solidarity amongst aligned communities. This is necessary for 

the safety of underrepresented candidates but also for all voters. This is an issue of 

democracy and election integrity and it must be addressed with severity as each attack 

like this not only injures a candidate but democracy itself.  

 

Here are a short list of recommendations to help curb the hate-speech that Mamdani 

continues to face: 

●​ All candidates, civic leaders and government bodies should issue timely 

statements rejecting any kind discriminatory hate speech rhetoric directed at any 

candidates to affirm democratic inclusivity. 

●​ Social Media moderation systems must include region-specific and coded slurs 

(e.g., “Jihadi”, “Terrorist”, “pajeet,” “go back,” “anti-India”) that have been used in 

campaigns against Mamdani and other South Asian figures and immediately 

delete posts that use these to dehumanise members from these communities. 

●​ To counter attempts to divide South Asian diaspora communities, community 

groups should facilitate dialogue regarding Mamdani and related “anti-Hindu” or 

“anti-India” claims debunking the disinformation around it. 

●​ A community forum on disinformation—and the harm it caused New Yorkers 

during this campaign—would be a meaningful step toward healing and 

reconciliation, especially given how many diverse communities were targeted by 

multiple political actors. 
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Source 

Finally, beyond these recommendations, 

we want to acknowledge the tremendous 

courage of New York’s diverse 

communities that endured these attacks. 

These were not simply attacks on 

Mamdani; they were designed to 

dehumanize, intimidate, and diminish 

working-class, immigrant, and Muslim 

voters. To those who withstood this 

rhetoric, we lift their courage and 

endurance and excerpts fromMamdani’s 

own response to Islamophobia and 

anti-Muslim slander as a source of 

strength and inspiration. The full speech is 

noted in our appendix. 

 

“Shortly after I announced I was running for State Assembly, a well-meaning Muslim 

uncle pulled me aside. He smiled softly and looked at me with care. In a quiet voice, he 

told me I did not have to tell people I was Muslim. His eyes were kind, his beard proud, 

and his face heavy with the implications of the unsaid…. 

To be Muslim in New York is to expect indignity. But indignity does not make us distinct; 

many New Yorkers face it…The dream of every Muslim is simply to be treated the same 

as any other New Yorker. Yet for too long we have been told to ask for less and to be 

satisfied with whatever little we receive. No more… 

While my opponents have brought hatred to the forefront, this is just a glimpse of what 

so many endure every day across this city. And while it would be easy to say this is not 

who we are, we know the truth: this is who we have allowed ourselves to become…. 

I will not change who I am, how I eat, or the faith I am proud to call my own. But there is 

one thing I will change: I will no longer look for myself in the shadows. I will find myself 

in the light.”60  

60FULL REMARKS: Mamdani delivers tearful speech on Muslim faith, slams Cuomo 
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Appendix 
I.​ Mamdani’s Full Remarks on Islamophobia in the Campaign 

II.​ National Republican Congressional Committee Strategy Memo from October 

28th, 2025 

III.​ Representative Andy Ogles June 26, 2025 Letter to Pam Bondi to investigate 

Zohran Mamdani 

IV.​ Coalition of 20 Hindu and Indian American organizations October 10, 2025 

Letter Condemning Mamdani 

V.​ Global Hindu Human Rights Collective August 26, 2025 Open Letter to Indian 

Minister of External Affairs 

VI.​ Global Hindu Human Rights Collective August 26, 2025 Open Letter to Zohran 

Mamdani’s Mother Mira Nair 
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I. Zohran Mamdani’s October 24, 2025 Speech at Islamic Cultural 
Center in the Bronx 
“Shortly after I announced I was running for State Assembly, a well-meaning Muslim 

uncle pulled me aside. He smiled softly and looked at me with care. In a quiet voice, he 

told me I did not have to tell people I was Muslim. His eyes were kind, his beard proud, 

and his face heavy with the implications of the unsaid. 

 

I had not learned the lesson he had 

been taught time and again: that 

safety could only be found in the 

shadows of our city. That only in 

those shadows could Muslims 

embrace their full identities—and 

that if we emerged from those 

shadows, it was there we must 

leave our faith. 

 

These are lessons so many Muslim 

New Yorkers have been taught 

again and again. And over these 

last few days, these lessons have 

become the closing messages of 

Andrew Cuomo, Curtis Sliwa, and Eric Adams. 

 

Yesterday, Andrew Cuomo laughed and agreed when a radio host said I would cheer 

another 9/11. Yesterday, Eric Adams said that we can’t let our city become Europe. He 

compared me to violent extremists and he lied again and again when he said our 

movement seeks to burn churches and destroy communities. The day before that, Curtis 

Sliwa slandered me from the debate stage when he claimed I support global jihad. And 

every day, super PAC ads imply that I am a terrorist or mock the way I eat. Push polls 

ask New Yorkers whether they support invented proposals to make halal food mandatory. 

Political cartoons depict my candidacy as an airplane hurtling toward the World Trade 

Center.  

 

But I do not want to use this moment to speak to them any further. I want to speak to 

the Muslims of New York City. I want to speak to the memory of my aunt, who stopped 

taking the subway after September 11th because she did not feel safe in her hijab. I want 

to speak to the Muslim who works for our city—whether they teach in our schools or walk 
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the beat for the NYPD—New Yorkers who make daily sacrifices for the city they call 

home, only to see their leaders spit in their face. I want to speak to every child who 

grows up here marked as the other, who is “randomly selected” in a way that never feels 

random, who feels they carry a stain that can never be cleaned. 

 

Growing up in the shadow of 9/11, I have known what it means to live with an 

undercurrent of suspicion in this city. I will always remember the disdain I faced, how my 

name could immediately become “Muhammad,” and how I could return to my city only 

to be asked in a double-mirrored room at the airport if I had any plan to attack it. And 

since I was very young, I have also known I was spared the worst of it. I was never 

pressured to be an informant like a classmate of mine. I have never had the word 

“terrorist” spray-painted on my garage, as one of my staff endured. My mosque has 

never been set on fire. 

 

To be Muslim in New York is to 

expect indignity. But indignity 

does not make us distinct; many 

New Yorkers face it. It is the 

tolerance of that indignity that 

does. 

 

Since I announced my candidacy 

for mayor one year ago 

yesterday, I have sought to be 

the candidate fighting for every 

single New Yorker, not simply the 

“Muslim candidate.” I have 

carried these indignities with me throughout this race, all while running as the first major 

Muslim candidate in the history of our city. I thought that if I built a campaign of 

universality, I could define myself as the leader I aspire to be—one representing every 

New Yorker, no matter their skin color or religion, no matter where they were born. I 

thought that if I worked hard enough, it would allow me to be that leader. And I thought 

that if I behaved well enough or bit my tongue enough in the face of racist, baseless 

attacks, all while returning to my central message, it would allow me to be more than just 

my faith. 

I was wrong. No amount of redirection is ever enough. In doing this, I have told the 

wide-eyed young child in Jackson Heights or the first-time voter in Parkchester that they, 
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too, should remain in the shadows. In many ways, I became that same uncle who pulled 

me aside six years ago. No more. 

The dream of every Muslim is simply to be treated the same as any other New Yorker. 

Yet for too long we have been told to ask for less and to be satisfied with whatever little 

we receive. No more. 

For as long as we have lived, we have known that no matter what anyone says, there are 

still certain forms of hate that are acceptable in this city. Islamophobia is not seen as 

inexcusable. One can incite violence against our mosques and know that condemnation 

will never come. Elected officials in this city can sell T-shirts calling for my deportation 

without any fear of accountability. 

The consequences amidst this inaction are stark: more than one million Muslims in this 

city, existing while being made to feel as if we are guests in our own home. No more. 

We stand on the precipice of an election, but that is not what today is about. We know 

that in less than two weeks we will say goodbye to a disgraced former governor and our 

current indicted mayor. The bigger question is whether we are willing to say goodbye to 

something much larger than either of these two men: whether we will say goodbye to 

anti-Muslim sentiment so endemic in our city that when we hear it, we do not know 

whether the words were spoken by a Republican or a Democrat. We know only that it was 

spoken in the language of politics in this city. In an era of ever-diminishing 

bipartisanship, Islamophobia seems to be one of the few areas of agreement. And while 

I appreciate all who have rushed to my defense over these past few days, I think of 

those Muslims in this city who do not have the luxury of being the Democratic nominee, 

who do not have the luxury of being deemed worthy of solidarity. While my opponents 

have brought hatred to the forefront, this is just a glimpse of what so many endure every 

day across this city. And while it would be easy to say this is not who we are, we know the 

truth: this is who we have allowed ourselves to become. 
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A question lies before each of us. Will we continue to accept a narrow definition of what 

it means to be a New Yorker, one that makes smaller every day the number of those 

guaranteed a life of dignity? Will we remain in the shadows, or will we together step into 

the light? 

There are twelve days remaining until Election Day. I will be a Muslim man in New York 

City each of those twelve days and every day after that. I will not change who I am, how I 

eat, or the faith I am proud to call my own. But there is one thing I will change: I will no 

longer look for myself in the shadows. I will find myself in the light.”61 

 

 

 

 

 

61FULL REMARKS: Mamdani delivers tearful speech on Muslim faith, slams Cuomo 
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II. National Republican Congressional Committee Strategy Memo 
from October 28th, 2025 
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III. Representative Andy Ogles June 26, 2025 Letter to Pam 
Bondi to investigate Zohran Mamdani 
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IV. Coalition of 20 Hindu and Indian American Organizations 
October 10, 2025 Letter Condemning Mamdani 
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V. Global Hindu Human Rights Collective August 26, 2025 Open 
Letter to Indian Minister of External Affairs 
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VI. Global Hindu Human Rights Collective August 26, 2025: Open 
Letter to Zohran Mamdani’s Mother Mira Nai 

 

 
 
 
 
 

87 



​ Tracing Online Hate Against Zohran Mamdani 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

88 



​ Tracing Online Hate Against Zohran Mamdani 

 
 

 

 

 

89 


	 
	 
	 
	 
	Table of Contents 
	Tracing Online Hate Against Zohran Mamdani 
	Executive Summary 
	Introduction 
	Islamophobic Disinformation 
	Red-Baiting Disinformation 
	 
	Anti-Immigrant Disinformation 
	Global Right Wing Figures Join Mamdani Disinformation Campaigns 
	 
	Hindu Right-Wing's Disinformation ​on Mamdani 
	Disinformation Against Civic Engagement Groups 
	 

	Conclusion 
	Appendix 
	I. Zohran Mamdani’s October 24, 2025 Speech at Islamic Cultural Center in the Bronx 
	II. National Republican Congressional Committee Strategy Memo from October 28th, 2025 
	III. Representative Andy Ogles June 26, 2025 Letter to Pam Bondi to investigate Zohran Mamdani 
	IV. Coalition of 20 Hindu and Indian American Organizations October 10, 2025 Letter Condemning Mamdani 
	V. Global Hindu Human Rights Collective August 26, 2025 Open Letter to Indian Minister of External Affairs 
	VI. Global Hindu Human Rights Collective August 26, 2025: Open Letter to Zohran Mamdani’s Mother Mira Nai 


