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Executive Summary
In 2025, many communities 
faced hate and bigotry, 
but Muslim Americans 
quickly became among the 
most intensively targeted 
groups in coordinated 
disinformation campaigns. 
Islamophobia in the United 
States has developed into 
a nationwide ecosystem 
of false narratives, 
intimidation, and political 
targeting that erodes public 
safety, suppresses civic 
participation, and drives 
discriminatory policy.

This escalation reflects two 
intersecting dynamics:

1.	 The convergence of 
Islamophobia and 
anti-immigrant sentiment under the current administration.

2.	 The amplification of existing Islamophobic counterterror discourse through social 
media, which extends pre‑9/11 “counterterror nationalism,” seen during Gulf War 
coverage and post‑9/11 War on Terror rhetoric, into a digital environment that 
enables Islamophobic disinformation to circulate with unprecedented speed, 
reach, and scale.

This report examines the national rise of American Islamophobia1 in online spaces 
across the United States in 2025 especially around the orientalist and discriminatory 
theory of “Muslim invasion.” Our team tracked these narratives in several states from 
January 1 to December 31, 2025, documenting not only an increase in Islamophobic 
content but also a growing volume of material explicitly designed to inflame tensions and 
incite violence.

Source: https://x.com/LauraLoomer/
status/2004765294397407586?s=20

1. American Islamophobia Understanding the Roots and Rise of Fear: https://www.ucpress.
edu/books/american-islamophobia/paper

https://x.com/LauraLoomer/status/2004765294397407586?s=20
https://x.com/LauraLoomer/status/2004765294397407586?s=20
https://www.ucpress.edu/books/american-islamophobia/paper

https://www.ucpress.edu/books/american-islamophobia/paper
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Methodology
For this report, our team of experts employed a mixed-methods approach, combining:

•	 Quantitative analysis using social media intelligence tools to track volume, 
engagements, and patterns of Islamophobic disinformation around the theme of 
“Muslim invasion” across 12 social media platforms2 as well as manually coding a 
set of over 1500 posts.

•	 Qualitative analysis through a hand-coded review of content across our dataset, 
allowing us to identify narratives, frames, and tactics that cannot be captured by 
metrics alone.

Together, these methods provide both a broad overview of the disinformation ecosystem 
and a granular understanding of how specific messages were constructed, targeted, and 
amplified across the United States, particularly in five battleground states. For more 
information on our methodology please visit Appendix A. 

Quantitative Analysis
From January 1, 2025, to December 
31, 2025, we identified more than 
4.72 million Islamophobic posts 
targeting Muslim communities 
nationwide, generating 34.8 million 
total engagements, including likes, 
shares, comments, saves, taps, 
and clicks, across 12 social media 
platforms.

2. X, Reddit, Bluesky, Facebook, Instagram, Tiktok, Youtube, Pinterest, 
Facebook, Linked In, Blogs, Twitch, and News Platforms
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The table below lists the top states associated with Islamophobia-related disinformation 
in our quantitative analysis. From this data set, Texas was the leading state for anti-
Muslim disinformation in 2025, with approximately 279,000 posts.

Top States Associated with Islamophobic Related 
Disinformation in 2025

Total Number of Islamophobic Mentions in 2025

Texas 279K

Florida 150K

California 117K

New York 77.5K

Arizona 44.6K

Noth Carolina 41.3K

Pennsylvania 41.3K

Ohio 37.7K

Michigan 36.3K

Minnesota 14.9K

100K 200K 300K
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In our manually coded national dataset of more than 1,500 online posts, we identified 
the ten most prevalent themes, summarized in the table below.3 The most frequently 
recurring theme was Muslim invasion.

Top 10 Prevalent Islamophobic Themes in 2025

3. Posts were coded for all emergent and predefined themes present in each item. Because a 
single post could receive multiple theme codes, the percentages shown represent the share 
of posts containing each theme, not portions of a single 100% total. As a result, percentages 
may sum to more than 100%.  
4. Islamic canonical law based on the teachings of the Q’uran and the traditions of the 
Prophet Muhammed PBUH (Hadith and Sunna). Source

Theme Percentage

Muslim Invasion / Demographic Threat 63%1.

Calls to Investigate Muslim Organizations and 
Leaders

23%3.

Imposition of Sharia Law4 24%2.

Calls to Deport Muslims/Anti-immigration 23%4.

Islam Is Not Compatible with America 17%5.

Degrading Slogans and Dehumanization 14%6.

Vilifying Countries of Origin 13%7.

Criminalization of Muslims 11%8.

Islam attacks Christianity / Time for  
Holy War / Crusade

11%9.

Muslims using Government Subsidies 9%10.

https://www.oxfordreference.com/display/10.1093/oi/authority.20110803100459602
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“Muslim invasion” themes frame Muslims as foreigners who are actively entering the 
United States in ways portrayed as a civilizational threat to American identity and cultural 
norms. This disregards both how Black American Muslims account for 20% U.S. Muslim 
population, as well as the history of enslaved Muslims who helped found this country but 
were not free to practice their faith.5

The “clash of civilizations” 
tropes have exponentially 
increased in U.S. media 
and the public sphere 
since September 11, 2001, 
especially as focused on 
Arab and South Asian 
communities in the U.S.; 
often, this includes Arabs 
and South Asians who are 
not Muslim. Unsurprisingly, 
the rhetoric is often 
militarized. Influencers 
who are veterans or military 
contractors frequently frame 
their commentary around 
a sense of betrayal by the 
U.S. government, citing 
their service in Iraq and 
Afghanistan and claiming 
that, after fighting “terrorists” 
abroad, they have now 

“lost” their homeland to an 
alleged Muslim invasion “without a shot fired.” In this narrative, government officials are 
portrayed as complicit through lax enforcement of laws toward Muslim migrants.

Branding immigrants as “invaders” is a recurring motif in U.S. history, from South Asians 
cast as the “Dusky Peril,” to Asian Americans stigmatized as the “Yellow Peril” in the 
early 1900s, to the sustained Islamophobia that intensified after 9/11. The current 
surge of American Islamophobia, accelerated during the first Trump administration 
and reenergized in the second, marks a new and consequential phase of xenophobic, 
racialized Islamophobia in American political life. 

5. https://www.nytimes.com/2015/02/09/opinion/the-founding-muslims.html.  
In this article the author estimated 20% of enslaved Africans were Muslims

Source: https://x.com/DeadPresShow/
status/1990189272679489709?s=20

https://slate.com/human-interest/2015/02/history-of-sikhs-in-america-violence-against-sikh-workers-in-bellingham-washington.html
https://aaww.org/yellow-peril-scapegoating/
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/02/09/opinion/the-founding-muslims.html
https://x.com/DeadPresShow/status/1990189272679489709?s=20
https://x.com/DeadPresShow/status/1990189272679489709?s=20
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Across the dataset, this narrative functions as a core interpretive frame that anchors 
and amplifies other Islamophobic themes. Our manually coded dataset examined five 
clusters of Islamophobia-related disinformation in Texas, Michigan, California, Florida, 
and Minnesota. On the basis of our data we assessed that these states are being 
targeted, in part, because of their outsized influence on midterm electoral dynamics. 
Right-wing actors appear to be cultivating Islamophobia as a wedge issue.

Additionally, we found the following:

•	 Islamophobic content is becoming increasingly widespread amongst 
Republican officials, with elected officials producing or amplifying 
Islamophobic content to shape messaging ahead of the 2026 midterms. Our 
research uncovered over 25 elected officials engaging in Islamophobic rhetoric, 
advocating for discriminatory policies and investigations.

•	 Islamophobic content frequently overlaps with anti-immigrant attacks, 
including policy-oriented calls to pause visas, denaturalize citizens, and deport 
the foreign-born. Multiple immigrants are targeted across the country, including 
Somali, Sudanese, Afghan, Pakistani, and Palestinian communities.

•	 Islamophobic disinformation often catalyzes discriminatory regulations, 
laws, investigations, and policy proposals. This includes calls to ban Muslim 
immigration, efforts to label mainstream Muslim civil society organizations (e.g., 
CAIR) as “terrorist” entities in states such as Texas and Florida, and initiatives 
to restrict or stigmatize Muslim presence in public life, including anti-Sharia law 
measures, bans on Arabic street names, and abusive speach against  
Muslim schools.

•	 Muslim civic engagement is increasingly targeted, with harassment directed 
at Muslim candidates, voters, and elected officials across party lines (both 
Republican and Democratic).

•	 Insufficient platform moderation is fueling a misinformation crisis, 
disproportionately impacting vulnerable community members.

•	 Direct incitement and violent rhetoric have become normalized, including 
recurring phrases such as “call for the Crusades” and “wrap our bullets in bacon.”

•	 Local government spaces are a key flashpoint, with city council meetings and 
public civic events frequently used as staging grounds.
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•	 Right-wing influencers are deliberately provoking confrontations in public 
settings (e.g., city council meetings, marches, and community “third spaces”) to 
generate viral content that fuels further online harassment.

•	 Islamophobic narratives frequently arise as a central component of 
mainstream white Christian nationalist slogans, memes, and influencers.
White Christian nationalism is a political ideology blending white supremacy, 
American ethnonationalism, and a belief that the U.S. was founded as, and should 
remain, a Christian nation.6

Recommendations
1.	 Define all faith-based electoral disinformation as a civil rights and voter 

access issue. Treat anti-Muslim disinformation, intimidation, and targeted 
harassment of candidates and voters as an election access and equity issue with 
clear response protocols to ensure fair and equitable elections.

2.	 Implement more rigorous platform enforcement during election cycles. 
Create more rapid takedown/escalation channels for election-related hate speech 
and disinformation, limit recommendations or reach for repeat offenders, and 
apply consistent penalties, including demonetization. What exists is insufficient 
to deal with what is occurring on all platforms. These protocols should apply 
not only to English-language content in the U.S. electoral context, but should be 
localized and developed for each of the different languages, cultures, and regions 
a platform serves, as many of the issues we describe here repeat globally and are 
gravely under-addressed.

3.	 Protect Muslim candidates, election workers, and community leaders. 
Provide threat monitoring, doxxing response, security planning, and legal 
support (with standardized reporting pathways and referrals for credible threats) 
to all Muslim candidates, election workers, and community civic engagement 
organizations.

6. Not all White Christian nationalists are explicitly white supremacists who openly assert racial 
superiority; however, they typically treat white Christianity as the default basis for legitimate 
belonging and political leadership in the United States, tolerating nonwhite and non-Christian 
communities only when those groups affirm a white Christian vision of national rule. Likewise, 
not all white Christian nationalists are dominionists who advocate a formal theology of Christian 
supremacy, but they still frame Christianity as essential to the nation’s identity and claim the right 
to marginalize or exclude those who do not conform.
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4.	 Shut down provocation-for-virality in civic and election spaces. Strengthen 
rules and enforcement at city councils, school boards, marches, and polling sites 
to prevent harassment, filming-as-intimidation, and coordinated disruptions.

5.	 Increase transparency for political influence and “soft ads.” Expand 
disclosure requirements for funders, targeting, and AI-generated content across 
political ads and influencer-style issue content; maintain searchable, publicly 
accessible ad libraries.

6.	 Disrupt the funding and networks behind Islamophobic campaigns. 
Demonetize repeat hate actors pushing Islamophobic narratives, enforce 
brand-safety standards, and identify coordinated networks that generate offline 
confrontations to drive online harassment.

7.	 Inoculate communities with rapid, trusted information through prebunking. 
Fund multilingual voter-information and prebunking campaigns, equip local 
partners with rapid response toolkits, and operate clear reporting channels for 
intimidation and disinformation.

8.	 Consistently enforce laws against threats, stalking, and voter intimidation. 
Prioritize the prosecution of credible threats and online-to-offline escalation, 
improve evidence preservation and data sharing, and coordinate civil rights 
enforcement across jurisdictions.

9.	 Establish and resource multi-racial, interfaith coalitions to counter the 
mainstreaming of white Christian nationalism through coordinated public 
education, rapid response, civic engagement, and community safety initiatives.

10.	Fund and support existing community-led safety initiatives for impacted 
Muslim communities that resource leaders, organizations, religious institutions, 
and allies to build mutual aid, digital security/disinformation support, and 
community safety networks. These programs should prioritize prevention, care, 
and resilience while avoiding expansion of surveillance or policing infrastructures.

The conspiracy theory of a supposed “Muslim invasion” spreading across online and 
offline spaces illustrates how unfounded narratives can shape public perception and 
reinforce anti-Muslim sentiment in the United States. Social media platforms and 
digital forums have played a significant role in normalizing these ideas, blurring the 
line between opinion and fact. As evidenced by the report, these claims persist despite 
the absence of evidence. They are increasingly amplified through online spaces, where 



12

disinformation and hate-driven content spread rapidly and reach wide audiences, 
especially with the help of right-wing influencers and elected officials. Addressing this 
issue involves examining how misinformation circulates online, strengthening media 
literacy, encouraging more accurate and responsible public discourse, and demanding 
timely responses from platforms and those in positions of power. Limiting the influence 
of such narratives is an essential step toward changing the culture and ensuring that 
those already targeted by hate and prejudice are not marginalized and discriminated 
against further. 

As the nation moves into yet another 
election cycle, public discourse is once 
again shaped by anti-diversity talking 
points, anti-Muslim conspiracy narratives, 
and sustained attacks on Muslim 
Americans. In this climate, references to 
Sharia law and an Islamic invasion are 
routinely used as a strawman for broader 
cultural fears. These narratives are not 
new; rather, they recycle long-standing 
anxieties about demographic change and 
social pluralism. Ultimately, this fixation 
reveals a more profound discomfort with 
an increasingly diverse American society, 
in which the presence of multiple cultures, 
religions, and perspectives challenges a 
narrow vision of national identity.

We hope this report both documents 
the harm and supports community and 
government stakeholders in addressing 
it, including by developing meaningful 
processes for accountability, repair, and healing. This kind of hate speech not only harms 
its direct targets, it corrodes democratic life itself. We have faced similar moments 
before, and it is our hope that we can once again turn the corner together.

Source: https://x.com/LauraLoomer/
status/2010755646761861529

https://x.com/LauraLoomer/status/2010755646761861529
https://x.com/LauraLoomer/status/2010755646761861529
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Source: https://x.com/MarineF18ret/
status/1918540081104883724?s=20

Trigger Warning: This report contains content and images depicting discrimination, 
hate, and harmful stereotypes directed toward Muslims. Some material may be 
distressing for readers.

We have included these examples for awareness, organizing, and strategic analysis, 
and doing so required our team to engage with harmful content repeatedly. We 
encourage readers to proceed with care, pace themselves, and take breaks as 
needed when reviewing passages that include violent or dehumanizing rhetoric.

Source: https://x.com/SurvivalReport/
status/1990446386567946675?s=20

https://x.com/MarineF18ret/status/1918540081104883724?s=20
https://x.com/MarineF18ret/status/1918540081104883724?s=20
https://x.com/SurvivalReport/status/1990446386567946675?s=20
https://x.com/SurvivalReport/status/1990446386567946675?s=20
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In 2025, Islamophobic disinformation 
in the United States reached a new and 
dangerous peak. Its escalation closely 
tracked a historic surge in Muslim civic 
participation nationwide. There were 76 
Muslim candidates on ballots across the 
country, resulting in 38 electoral wins. 
Among these were milestone victories: 
Zohran Kwame Mamdani became New 
York City’s first Muslim and South Asian 
mayor; Ghazala Hashmi was elected as 
the first Muslim woman to statewide office 
in Virginia; and Mohamad “Mo” Baydoun 
became mayor of Dearborn Heights, 
Michigan.

These breakthroughs reflected meaningful 
progress in democratic participation, 
pluralism, and civic engagement. Yet, 
rather than being recognized as ordinary 
exercises of constitutionally protected 
political activity, they were systematically 
reframed by a growing right-wing 
disinformation ecosystem as evidence of 
a fabricated “civilizational crisis” and a 
so‑called “Muslim invasion.” 

Through coordinated narratives, 
conspiracy rhetoric, and targeted 
online hate, this ecosystem has sought 
to delegitimize Muslim officeholders, 
intimidate Muslim and South Asian 
communities, and erode public trust in 

Source: https://x.com/IslamInvasion/
status/1989520981816496638?s=20

Introduction

https://www.cair.com/press_releases/cair-cair-action-congratulate-39-muslim-election-winners-report-at-least-77-muslim-candidates-nationwide/
https://www.cair.com/press_releases/cair-cair-action-congratulate-39-muslim-election-winners-report-at-least-77-muslim-candidates-nationwide/
https://x.com/IslamInvasion/status/1989520981816496638?s=20
https://x.com/IslamInvasion/status/1989520981816496638?s=20
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multiracial democracy itself. These disinformation narratives were also part of a much 
larger wave of generalized anti-Muslim hate, the extreme nature of which corrodes social 
harmony and can, on many occasions, incite violence.

It is critical to break the silence about the severity of this threat and to develop a 
coordinated national strategy to counter the disinformation and the violence it fuels. 
Many Muslim Americans are living in fear, and for some, the escalation is retraumatizing, 
echoing the discrimination and hostility that followed 9/11. 

This excerpt from Megan Kelly’s podcast is an egregious example of viciousness. In this 
clip below, she says the following: “And the Muslims, let’s be honest, they are breeding 
like rabbits. That is part of their mission: to have kids, have six, seven, eight, and win by 
multiplication. Christians need to have babies. Sorry, but we do. Sorry, but no more 
Muslims. We’re done. Our values are not 
aligned. They are just not. I have Muslim 
friends. It’s nothing against them. The 
individuals are fine. The friendships are 
fine. But Islam is not compatible with the 
West. They should stay in countries that 
don’t care about keeping church and state 
separate, that don’t care about women’s 
rights. They should stay in countries that 
don’t care about free speech. They should 
stay in countries where Islam can fester 
and grow. It’s great if that is your thing. If 
you like female genital mutilation, you 
might really enjoy an Islamic country. Or if 
you’re a woman where you’re covered up 
to your eyeballs, yeah sure, maybe living in 
the Middle East is your thing. But it’s not 
my thing. It’s not America’s thing. It’s not 
something we should encourage or want in 
the West, or at a governmental level.”

This report examines how this disinformation emerged and what it reveals about the 
evolving architecture of hate in U.S. electoral politics. Drawing on research across Texas, 
Michigan, California, Florida, and Minnesota, we identify the dominant narratives, trace 
how they spread across platforms and influencers, and document how online campaigns 
translate into offline harassment and violence, civic disruption, and discriminatory policy 

Source: https://x.com/UngaTheGreat/
status/2007324619611447777?s=20 

https://x.com/UngaTheGreat/status/2007324619611447777?s=20
https://x.com/UngaTheGreat/status/2007324619611447777?s=20


16

pressure. The report also provides a clear-eyed view of the white Christian nationalist 
social media ecosystem working to mainstream extremist and, at times, explicitly 
violent talking points. White Christian nationalism is a political ideology that fuses white 
supremacy, American nationalism, and the belief that the United States was founded as, 
and should remain, a Christian nation. In practice, it frames religious and racial diversity 
as a threat, exploits “law and order” propaganda, and seeks to reshape public policy 
around racial and ethnic exclusionary 
notions of belonging. 

As this report demonstrates, attacks on 
Muslim communities are often the canary 
in the coal mine for broader threats to 
American democracy. It is clear that 
Islamophobic narratives frequently arise 
as a central component of mainstream 
white Christian nationalist slogans, 
memes, and influencers. White Christian 
nationalism is a political ideology 
blending white supremacy, American 
ethnonationalism, and a belief that the 
U.S. was founded as, and should remain, 
a Christian nation. Proponents advocate 
for White Christian nationalist values as 
the foundation for laws and policy. They 
imagine America as divinely chosen and 
threatened by those who are not European, 
white, and Christian.7 Part of what 
makes the themes of Muslim invasion 
so compelling is that they dovetail with 
preexisting notions in white Christian 
nationalism of the Great Replacement 
Theory8 and the threat that Muslims and 
other immigrants represent in contributing 
to white genocide. 

7. https://isps.yale.edu/news/blog/2022/10/understanding-white-christian-
nationalism#:~:text=White%20Christian%20nationalism%20is%20a%20phenomenon%20
that,of%20threats%20from%20non%2Dwhites%2C%20non%2DChristians%2C%20and%20
immigrants. 
8. https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/13684302211028293

Source: Congressman Andy Ogles FaceBook  
https://www.facebook.com/
reel/1377027546802961

https://isps.yale.edu/news/blog/2022/10/understanding-white-christian-nationalism#:~:text=White%20Christian%20nationalism%20is%20a%20phenomenon%20that,of%20threats%20from%20non%2Dwhites%2C%20non%2DChristians%2C%20and%20immigrants.
https://isps.yale.edu/news/blog/2022/10/understanding-white-christian-nationalism#:~:text=White%20Christian%20nationalism%20is%20a%20phenomenon%20that,of%20threats%20from%20non%2Dwhites%2C%20non%2DChristians%2C%20and%20immigrants.
https://isps.yale.edu/news/blog/2022/10/understanding-white-christian-nationalism#:~:text=White%20Christian%20nationalism%20is%20a%20phenomenon%20that,of%20threats%20from%20non%2Dwhites%2C%20non%2DChristians%2C%20and%20immigrants.
https://isps.yale.edu/news/blog/2022/10/understanding-white-christian-nationalism#:~:text=White%20Christian%20nationalism%20is%20a%20phenomenon%20that,of%20threats%20from%20non%2Dwhites%2C%20non%2DChristians%2C%20and%20immigrants.
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/13684302211028293
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1377027546802961
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1377027546802961
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It is especially heartbreaking to see these narratives increasingly mainstreamed, as 
documented throughout this report. For not all White Christian nationalists are explicit 
white supremacists who openly assert racial superiority. However, they often treat White 
Christianity as the default basis for legitimate belonging and political leadership in the 
United States, tolerating nonwhite and non-Christian communities only when those 
groups affirm a White Christian vision of national rule. Likewise, not all White Christian 
nationalists are dominionists who advocate a formal theology of Christian supremacy, 
but they still frame Christianity as essential to the nation’s identity and claim the right to 
marginalize or exclude those who do not conform.

We believe that clearly understanding these arguments and the stakeholders who 
participate in these discriminatory discourses create opportunities for prevention, 
including violence disruption, prebunking, de-escalation, and pathways toward repair and 
healing. We hope this report helps advance those outcomes.

In the sections that follow, we examine narratives across five states and the District 
of Columbia. The Appendix documents our methodology, the elected officials and 
influencers involved and provides examples of the memes we coded for reference.

•	 Michigan
•	 Texas
•	 Minnesota
•	 Florida
•	 California

The 5 States We Conducted Narrative Analysis
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Michigan
Michigan’s large Muslim population has made the state’s residents a persistent target for 
anti-Muslim narratives, with Dearborn serving as a central focal point. Home to more than 
241,828 Muslims (about 2.4% of the state), Dearborn, a Detroit suburb, is a hub for Arab 
Americans, particularly of Yemeni and Lebanese descent.9 They constitute approximately 
55% of the residents. The city’s prominent Muslim and Middle Eastern presence in public 
life and local institutions, including the call to prayer, Arabic signage, and representation 
in municipal agencies and law enforcement, has repeatedly been exploited by white 
extremist actors to frame diversity and civic inclusion as a threat. The reality is that 
diversity is an ordinary part of American life, reflected in Chinatowns, Koreatowns, and 
Indian business districts, as well as Hasidic neighborhoods, Amish communities, and 
longstanding ethnic enclaves across the East Coast and beyond. In this respect, Michigan 
and many of the states mentioned in our report are not outliers but representative of the 
richness of American diversity. Yet, white Christian nationalists put Muslim Americans in 
the crosshairs of violent disinformation that positions them as a civilizational threat. 

In our quantitative data set, we found 51.3k Islamophobic posts centered on and based 
in Michigan.

Number of Total Islamophobic Mentions  
in Michigan 

9. https://worldpopulationreview.com/state-rankings/muslim-
population-by-state

https://worldpopulationreview.com/state-rankings/muslim-population-by-state
https://worldpopulationreview.com/state-rankings/muslim-population-by-state
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Our team’s manual coding10 identified “Muslim invasion” and related claims that 
Muslims pose a demographic threat as the dominant theme, appearing in 70% of posts. 
The next most common theme was the alleged imposition of Sharia law, cited in 42% 
of posts, followed by assertions that Islam and Muslims are incompatible with America, 
present in 23%. Calls for the deportation of Muslims appeared in 19% of posts, while 
content saying Islam attacks Christians appeared in 14%.

Top 5 themes of Islamophobic Disinformation in 
Michigan

Theme Percentage

Muslim Invasion / Demographic Threat 70%1.

“Islam is not compatible with America” 23%3.

Imposition of Sharia Law 42%2.

Calls to deport Muslims 19%4.

Islam attacks Christians / Holy War / 
Crusades rhetoric

14%5.

10. Posts were coded for all emergent and predefined themes present in each item. Because 
a single post could receive multiple theme codes, the percentages shown represent the share 
of posts containing each theme, not portions of a single 100% total. As a result, percentages 
may sum to more than 100%. 
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Political and media rhetoric has repeatedly 
contributed to the stigmatization of 
Muslim communities in Michigan. At the 
height of the 2024 electoral cycle, Steven 
Stalinsk of the Islamophobic think tank 
Middle East Research Institute published 
an opinion piece in the Wall Street Journal 
labeling Dearborn as “America’s jihad 
capital.” While the article was published 
in 2024, its continued influence in 2025 
underscores how irresponsible media 
framing can erode trust and deepen 
divisions long after the initial publication.

Such sensationalized language can 
legitimize Islamophobic attitudes, provoke 
online harassment, and create real-world 
safety concerns that force local authorities 
to increase police protection around 
Muslim spaces. Agitators have paraded 
through Arab American festivals carrying 
a pig’s head mounted on a pole, and some 
Christian evangelists routinely position 
themselves in parks and outside schools 
to target Muslim children for conversion 
efforts. 

Dearborn presents a clear example of how 
right-wing influencers have perfected a 
cycle that begins with online outrage and 

moves into offline provocation—through incendiary appearances at city council meetings, 
orchestrated moments of bigotry, and marches or other stunts designed for virality. These 
actions are then amplified online, ultimately contributing to policy changes, heightened 
surveillance, harassment, and other forms of targeting against Muslim and immigrant 
communities.

Influencers like Matt Walsh, Amy Mek, and Laura Loomer frame Michigan as the frontline 
in the so‑called “Islamification of America.” Walsh laments visible signs of diversity 
in Dearborn and deploys frequent dog whistles to white nationalist audiences about 

Source: https://x.com/IslamInvasion/
status/1989520981816496638?s=20

https://www.memri.org/
https://news.wjct.org/national-news/2024-02-06/michigan-city-ramps-up-security-after-wsj-op-ed-calls-it-americas-jihad-capital?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/2015/03/03/christian-evangelists-free-speech-dearborn-court-case/24347331/?gnt-cfr=1&gca-cat=p&gca-uir=true&gca-epti=z114328d00----v114328d--48--b--48--&gca-ft=125&gca-ds=sophi
https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/2015/03/03/christian-evangelists-free-speech-dearborn-court-case/24347331/?gnt-cfr=1&gca-cat=p&gca-uir=true&gca-epti=z114328d00----v114328d--48--b--48--&gca-ft=125&gca-ds=sophi
https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/wayne/2017/08/11/christian-preacher-dearborn-park/558827001/?gnt-cfr=1&gca-cat=p&gca-uir=true&gca-epti=z113728d00----v113728d--42--b--42--&gca-ft=208&gca-ds=sophi
https://x.com/IslamInvasion/status/1989520981816496638?s=20
https://x.com/IslamInvasion/status/1989520981816496638?s=20


21

the city’s Muslim community, casting ordinary civic and cultural life as evidence of 
an existential threat. In this narrative, all Muslim elected officials and candidates are 
inherently suspect. 

The current mayor, Abdullah Hammoud, has become a particular target. His openness 
about his faith and identity, along with the visible presence of Muslim leaders in city 
government, has been used to fuel discriminatory attacks.

Recent city decisions, such as permitting 
the call to prayer and allowing religious 
processions, have drawn intense criticism 
from the right. Even Mayor Hammoud’s 
announcement of the expansion of the 
statewide Michigan program Rx Kids 
to Dearborn, which provides support 
for families with newborns, has been 
framed by extremists as part of a 
“Muslim replacement” agenda rather than 
recognized as a typical pro-family policy 
that benefits a growing community.

Amy Mek is an American far-right activist, 
prominent critic of Islam, and social 
media influencer. She is the founder of the 
RAIR Foundation USA (Rise, Align, Ignite, 
Reclaim), a right-wing platform focused on 
immigration, anti-Muslim narratives, left-
wing politics, and “globalism.” Over the 
past year, her X/Twitter accou	 nt has 
been a prolific source of provocative and 
bigoted content, driving Islamophobic 
narratives across multiple states.

Mek has amplified a vision of Muslims 
in Michigan as an existential threat, 
repeatedly declaring that “Michigan has 
fallen” and warning of the “Islamification” 
of the state. In her framing, Muslim 
elected officials are on the frontline of an 

Source: https://x.com/merikuh/
status/1990915646830325805?s=20

https://www.cbsnews.com/detroit/news/new-program-offers-money-expectant-mothers-in-dearborn/
https://rxkids.org/
https://rairfoundation.com/about/
https://x.com/merikuh/status/1990915646830325805?s=20
https://x.com/merikuh/status/1990915646830325805?s=20
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alleged war against the United States. She has described Michigan as the “template for 
America,” claiming that Muslims will “seize neighborhoods, then politics, then law—city 
by city,” and asserting that from “Michigan to Minnesota to Texas, the model repeats: 
enclaves, political capture, Sharia normalized.”

These incendiary posts are crafted to inflame outrage around a fictitious “civilizational 
war,” helping normalize conspiratorial, anti-Muslim narratives in mainstream discourse.

Source: https://x.com/merikuh/status/1990915646830325805?s=20

https://x.com/merikuh/status/1990915646830325805?s=20
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Source: https://x.com/LauraLoomer/
status/1976727041639911776?s=20

Source: https://x.com/camhigby/
status/1991013074711507105?s=20

Laura Loomer is another American far-right political activist, conspiracy theorist, and 
internet personality. Based in Florida and originally from Tucson, Arizona, she has worked 
with a range of extremist and right-wing outlets, including Project Veritas, the Geller 
Report, Rebel News, and InfoWars. She is now a high-profile influencer within Trump-
aligned networks and frequently targets states with significant Muslim populations, 
including Michigan.

Alongside alt-right provocateur and self-styled journalist Cam Higby, as well as other 
Turning Point USA and PragerU‑affiliated personalities, Loomer has repeatedly framed 
Michigan’s Muslim-majority communities as evidence of a broader “Muslim invasion.” In 
one representative post, she asserts: “The Islamification of America is a national security 
threat. We need to address this before the midterms or else America will become a 
Muslim country.”

These posts are not isolated outbursts; they are part of a coordinated narrative strategy. 
By casting ordinary Muslim civic life as a national security crisis, Loomer and other 
bigoted influencers signal how Islamophobia is a key wedge issue for the right in the 
2026 midterms—mobilizing fear, legitimizing discriminatory policies, and justifying 
intensified surveillance and exclusion of Muslim communities.

https://x.com/LauraLoomer/status/1976727041639911776?s=20
https://x.com/LauraLoomer/status/1976727041639911776?s=20
https://x.com/camhigby/status/1991013074711507105?s=20
https://x.com/camhigby/status/1991013074711507105?s=20
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Source: https://x.com/LauraLoomer/
status/1980017875059388540?s=20

Source: https://x.com/LauraLoomer/
status/1963700269872455866?s=20

Perhaps the most significant flashpoint in Michigan was created by Jake Lang, a right-
wing influencer and founder of the provocateur group “Americans Against Islamization.” 
Lang was arrested ten days after the January 6, 2021, Capitol riot and charged with 
assaulting law enforcement. He spent nearly four years in federal custody without trial 
while contesting the charges, including approximately 900 days in solitary confinement 
at Washington, D.C.’s Central Detention Facility, before receiving a presidential pardon in 
January 2025.11 Lang is running as a Republican for a U.S. Senate seat in Florida.

Over the past year, Lang has organized a series of highly performative events designed 
to generate viral outrage against Muslims. These actions typically begin with a call to 
“march,” then escalate into direct attacks on Muslim communities or Muslim elected 
officials in multiple cities, including legal harassment such as suing Zohran Mamdani.

Lang’s activities exemplify a manufactured crisis: a deliberately staged cycle of 
provocation intended to attract attention, drive engagement and donations, and further 

11. https://michiganadvance.com/2025/03/17/he-fought-officers-in-
front-of-the-capitol-now-he-wants-to-work-there-as-u-s-senator/

https://x.com/LauraLoomer/status/1980017875059388540?s=20
https://x.com/LauraLoomer/status/1980017875059388540?s=20
https://x.com/LauraLoomer/status/1963700269872455866?s=20
https://x.com/LauraLoomer/status/1963700269872455866?s=20
https://nypost.com/2025/11/15/us-news/pardoned-j6er-sues-zohran-mamdani-over-racially-charged-tax-plan/
https://michiganadvance.com/2025/03/17/he-fought-officers-in-front-of-the-capitol-now-he-wants-to-work-there-as-u-s-senator/
https://michiganadvance.com/2025/03/17/he-fought-officers-in-front-of-the-capitol-now-he-wants-to-work-there-as-u-s-senator/
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normalize Islamophobic narratives in the broader right-wing media ecosystem.

Jake Lang’s profile rose dramatically on November 18, 2025, with his “March Against 
Islamification” in Dearborn. Popular conservative influencers such as Cam Higby, Lang 
himself, and figures associated with Charlie Kirk’s Turning Point USA participated in the 
rally. Emotions were particularly high in the wake of Charlie Kirk’s murder on September 
10, 2025, which has increased white nationalist provocations across the country.

During the event, participants shouted racist abuse, unfurled a banner reading 
“Americans Against Islamification,” and staged provocations such as striking a Qur’an 
with a slab of bacon, claiming that “Michigan has fallen,” and Americans are marching to 
”take Dearborn back”. 

Lang, prominently posing with a large cross, used the march to antagonize local residents 
and generate viral soundbites. The event culminated in an orchestrated takeover of a 
city council meeting by Lang and other right-wing provocateurs, where they delivered 
incendiary speeches carefully designed for maximum online amplification. Lang said  
the following:

“You marry 4 or 5 women, you outbreed us, you change the laws, you make all of our 
country look like the places that you fled from. We don’t want you here. Respectfully, get 
the f*ck out of my country.

I don’t want you here. Get out of here. This is our country, and the people and veterans 
whose blood has soaked our constitutional republic are looking around Europe, and they 
are looking around America and saying, What the hell did we fight for? We have been 
taken over without a single shot fired.

You guys are outbreeding us, insidious parasites on the American way of life. You will 
never look like us, you will never eat like us, you won’t build buildings like us. You are 
nothing, and you cannot build anything. You will never be nothing, just like President 
Trump says. You guys are not us. America first. Americans only. God bless America. 
Jesus is king.”

This speech went viral nationwide, prompting major right-wing influencers like Matt Walsh 
to weigh in. In its wake, a group of bikers organized a ride through Dearborn framed as 
an effort to “assert the rights of Americans,” further stoking tension and spectacle. The 
staged city council video has been viewed millions of times across multiple platforms. 
The crowd’s reaction to the march and the council meeting was selectively filmed and 
edited to depict Muslim residents as aggressive and threatening.

https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cy04p4x21e5o
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/nov/26/rightwing-influencers-michigan-anti-muslim-clickbait
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/nov/26/rightwing-influencers-michigan-anti-muslim-clickbait
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vd5jM6H1rdM&t=8s


26

Jake Lang protest against 
“Islamification of Philadelphia” at Kair 
Mosque and the Philly Halal Festival 
September 27, 2025

Source: https://www.instagram.com/p/
DPMTRofiOQs/

Jake Lang files lawsuit against 
Mamdani alleging “white 
discrimination” in tax plan, November 
3, 2025

Source: https://x.com/BehizyTweets/
status/1986997757304005080?s=20

https://www.instagram.com/p/DPMTRofiOQs/

https://www.instagram.com/p/DPMTRofiOQs/

https://x.com/BehizyTweets/status/1986997757304005080?s=20

https://x.com/BehizyTweets/status/1986997757304005080?s=20
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Jake Lang announces march in Epic 
City in Texas on December 13, 2025.

Source: https://x.com/JakeLang/
status/1992371762005455316?s=20

Jake Lang announces a march against 
Sharia Law in Minneapolis on January 
17, 2026.

Source: https://x.com/JakeLang/
status/1994520083524456751?s=20

https://x.com/JakeLang/status/1992371762005455316?s=20

https://x.com/JakeLang/status/1992371762005455316?s=20

https://x.com/JakeLang/status/1994520083524456751?s=20
https://x.com/JakeLang/status/1994520083524456751?s=20
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In this clip taken from his protest 
in Dearborn Michigan on November 
18, 2025, Jake Lang shouts into 
the crowd, “Jesus Christ is king of 
Dearborn Michigan. Pick up your 
crosses and walk america. Do not be 
asleep. Wake up before. Before the 
giant of Islam crushes you.”

At the same protest in Dearborn 
on Nov 18, 2025 Lang and the 
protestors shout, “Whose streets are 
our streets?” while also saying, “We 
have taken the streets of Dearborn. 
The visuals of them in military-style 
tactical clothing while making these 
statements reinforce the sense that 
they are reoccupying Dearborn.

Source: https://x.com/MAGAVoice/
status/1990894989606334514?s=20

Source: https://x.com/nicksortor/
status/1990899700774363473?s=20

Such racist content has helped trigger a cascade of similar videos online, further 
normalizing and spreading Islamophobic narratives. Jake’s content is significant because 
it reflects a broader pattern across the Islamophobic material: it creates a pathway for 
mainstreaming white Christian nationalist framing. Much of the content explicitly uses 
Christian nationalist slogans (e.g., “Christ is King”) and symbolism (e.g., Crusader or 
“Crusades” imagery) to cast Muslims as a hostile or incompatible “other” and to position 
the United States as a fundamentally Christian nation under siege. Such rhetoric is not 
limited to Jake’s posts; it is a consistent trend across the entire dataset.

https://x.com/MAGAVoice/status/1990894989606334514?s=20
https://x.com/MAGAVoice/status/1990894989606334514?s=20
https://x.com/nicksortor/status/1990899700774363473?s=20
https://x.com/nicksortor/status/1990899700774363473?s=20
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The infamous speech at the Dearborn 
City Council Meeting, the whole script 
of which is above on November 18, 
2025.

Source: https://x.com/Osint613/
status/1991209315802210474?s=20

Source: https://x.com/JakeLangJ6/status/1993093355774132423

Jake Lang’s social media post sharing 
his litigation against the city of 
Dearborn on November 24, 2025.

https://x.com/Osint613/status/1991209315802210474?s=20
https://x.com/Osint613/status/1991209315802210474?s=20
https://x.com/JakeLangJ6/status/1993093355774132423
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In the wake of his march, Jake launched 
a lawsuit against Dearborn. “We have 
just filed a $200+ MILLION DOLLAR 
FEDERAL HATE CRIME LAWSUIT on the 
Dearborn Police Department!!! … + entire 
ISLAMIC City Council & their spineless 
Mayor Abdullah Hammoud!! I was viciously 
assaulted in front of SHARIA POLICE!! 
They did NOTHING!!” 

He now plans to travel to other cities, 
and other influencers are using his viral 
moment to advance their own profiles and 
agendas. One immediate consequence of 
this renewed wave of Dearborn-focused 
Islamophobia has been escalating calls 
for ICE involvement and immigration raids 
targeting the city’s Muslim communities.

In addition, bots sharing identical text 
have significantly amplified hate speech. 
Dozens of handles repeatedly posted the 
same content across multiple accounts, 
as illustrated in the example below. This 
coordinated activity not only magnified 
the reach of Islamophobic content but 
also created a false impression of broad, 
organic public support for these narratives.

In response, the Dearborn mayor convened a unity-focused press conference to reaffirm 
the city’s commitment to inclusion and community safety. Even so, Dearborn continues 
to serve as a flashpoint in the national discourse on Muslim civic life and Islamophobic 
disinformation at the time of this writing.

Source: https://x.com/PatriotForgeUSA/
status/1995219013878854009?s=20

https://x.com/JakeLang/status/1993093355774132423?s=20
https://x.com/PatriotForgeUSA/status/1995219013878854009?s=20
https://x.com/PatriotForgeUSA/status/1995219013878854009?s=20
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Source: https://x.com/__Injaneb96/
status/1991195842661794164?s=20

Source: https://x.com/KitabiAbdul/
status/1991260192726741502?s=20

Mirroring broader attacks on Muslim 
communities, Representative Rashida 
Tlaib has faced sustained Islamophobic 
targeting since entering Congress. In 
2025, she was repeatedly in the crosshairs 
of “Muslim invasion” narratives, with 
posts labeling her a terrorist, blaming 
her for Dearborn’s diversity, demanding 
her removal from office, and, in some 
cases, issuing explicit threats and calls for 
violence.

The persistence and severity of this targeting of Rep. Tlaib and other Muslim elected 
officials has been widely noted, including the often insufficient institutional response and 
inconsistent support from Democratic leadership. As early as 2019, Rep. Tlaib warned 
that “Islamophobia was present on both sides of the aisle.”12 This dynamic resurfaced 
during the 2025 New York City mayoral race, when the four Muslim members of Congress 
issued a joint statement: “The vile, anti-Muslim and racist smears from our colleagues 
on both sides of the aisle attacking Zohran Mamdani cannot be met with silence. These 
hateful, Islamophobic, and racist tropes have become so entrenched and normalized in 
our politics,” said Reps. Andre Carson of Indiana, Rashida Tlaib of Michigan, Ilhan Omar 
of Minnesota, and Lateefah Simon of California.13 As we head into the midterms, a key 

12. https://www.cnn.com/videos/politics/2019/03/17/islamophobia-congress-both-sides-of-the-
aisle-rashida-tlaib-sot-sotu-vpx.cnn 
13. https://www.politico.com/live-updates/2025/06/27/congress/muslim-democrats-mamdani-
attacks-00429467

https://x.com/__Injaneb96/status/1991195842661794164?s=20
https://x.com/__Injaneb96/status/1991195842661794164?s=20
https://x.com/KitabiAbdul/status/1991260192726741502?s=20
https://x.com/KitabiAbdul/status/1991260192726741502?s=20
https://www.cnn.com/videos/politics/2019/03/17/islamophobia-congress-both-sides-of-the-aisle-rashida-tlaib-sot-sotu-vpx.cnn
https://www.cnn.com/videos/politics/2019/03/17/islamophobia-congress-both-sides-of-the-aisle-rashida-tlaib-sot-sotu-vpx.cnn
https://www.politico.com/live-updates/2025/06/27/congress/muslim-democrats-mamdani-attacks-00429467
https://www.politico.com/live-updates/2025/06/27/congress/muslim-democrats-mamdani-attacks-00429467
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Source: https://x.com/jacobmessika/
status/2001306348886134858?s=20

Source: https://x.com/WilliamJLaSalle/
status/2001321162001858973?s=20

focus we will monitor is the targeting of elected officials and candidates, given that our 
data suggest this will increase in 2026.

https://x.com/jacobmessika/status/2001306348886134858?s=20
https://x.com/jacobmessika/status/2001306348886134858?s=20
https://x.com/WilliamJLaSalle/status/2001321162001858973?s=20
https://x.com/WilliamJLaSalle/status/2001321162001858973?s=20
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Source: https://x.com/jacobmessika/
status/2001306348886134858?s=20

Source: https://x.com/jacobmessika/
status/2001306348886134858?s=20

Source: https://x.com/WilliamJLaSalle/
status/2001321162001858973?s=20

Source: https://x.com/WilliamJLaSalle/
status/2001321162001858973?s=20

https://x.com/jacobmessika/status/2001306348886134858?s=20
https://x.com/jacobmessika/status/2001306348886134858?s=20
https://x.com/jacobmessika/status/2001306348886134858?s=20
https://x.com/jacobmessika/status/2001306348886134858?s=20
https://x.com/WilliamJLaSalle/status/2001321162001858973?s=20
https://x.com/WilliamJLaSalle/status/2001321162001858973?s=20
https://x.com/WilliamJLaSalle/status/2001321162001858973?s=20
https://x.com/WilliamJLaSalle/status/2001321162001858973?s=20
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Texas
Islamophobic narratives in Texas focus on the growth of Muslim communities in the 
state and the construction of mosques. A familiar pattern appears: the visible presence 
of religious observance, hijab, Arabic street names, and other ordinary markers of Muslim 
life are misrepresented as evidence of a “Muslim invasion.” According to the Texas 
Almanac, the estimated number of Muslims in the state increased to 421,972, making it 
the fifth largest religious group in the state and making Texas first in the nation in the 
number of Muslims.14

In our quantitative dataset, our team found over 279k posts generating and engaging in 
narratives related to Islamophobic content in Texas. 

Number of Total Islamophobic Mentions in Texas

14. https://www.texasalmanac.com/articles/religious-
affiliation-in-texas

https://www.texasalmanac.com/articles/religious-affiliation-in-texas
https://www.texasalmanac.com/articles/religious-affiliation-in-texas
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Theme Percentage

Muslim Invasion / Demographic Threat 71%1.

Imposition of Sharia law 35%3.

Calls to investigate Muslim orgs and leaders 58%2.

Islam is not compatible with America 21%4.

Muslims using government subsidies 17%5.

From our manually coded15 content, we found that the most common narrative frame was 
Muslim invasion and Islam as a demographic threat, with 71% of all posts reflecting this 
theme. Calls to investigate Muslim organizations and leaders comprise 58% of posts and 
claims about the imposition of Sharia law in Texas, 35%. Less frequent but still notable 
narratives include assertions that Islam is incompatible with American values (21%) and 
allegations that Muslims are using government subsidies (17%).

Top 5 themes of Islamophobic Disinformation  
in Texas

15. Posts were coded for all emergent and predefined themes present in each item. Because 
a single post could receive multiple theme codes, the percentages shown represent the share 
of posts containing each theme, not portions of a single 100% total. As a result, percentages 
may sum to more than 100%.
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Source: https://x.com/merikuh/
status/1990190938749342084?s=20

Source: https://x.com/EndWokeness/
status/1990174538110537890?s=20

Source: https://x.com/TexasRepublic71/
status/1991124650504475006?s=20

Source: https://x.com/Bannons_WarRoom/
status/2009285924983652802?s=20

https://x.com/merikuh/status/1990190938749342084?s=20
https://x.com/merikuh/status/1990190938749342084?s=20
https://x.com/EndWokeness/status/1990174538110537890?s=20
https://x.com/EndWokeness/status/1990174538110537890?s=20
https://x.com/TexasRepublic71/status/1991124650504475006?s=20
https://x.com/TexasRepublic71/status/1991124650504475006?s=20
https://x.com/Bannons_WarRoom/status/2009285924983652802?s=20
https://x.com/Bannons_WarRoom/status/2009285924983652802?s=20
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Of particular concern within this network of bigotry is the right wing’s problem with a 
growing number of mosques, to the point that Muslim land development projects have 
repeatedly sparked anti-Muslim agitation—a pattern that gained national visibility during 
the so‑called “Ground Zero mosque” controversy in 2010.

Source: https://x.com/AmyMek/status/1974615704721825874?s=20

https://x.com/AmyMek/status/1974615704721825874?s=20
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In recent years, conservative influencers, most notably Amy Mek, have published multiple 
“exposés” targeting a major mosque development in Plano, framing it as evidence of 
“creeping Sharia.” Since her initial post about the project, she has produced numerous 
follow-up posts about the development, tagging government officials and amplifying 
local protests against the mosque that were, in many cases, sparked or escalated by her 
coverage. In addition to Mek, Charlie Kirk weighed in, stating, “America has freedom of 
religion, of course, but we should be frank. Large dedicated Islamic areas are a threat 
to America. Islam has conquest values. They seek to seize territory, and Europe is now 
a conquered continent. It is not what it used to be. It’s a husk of its former self, which is 
increasingly Mohammedan.”

This framing is echoed across the white Christian nationalist ecosystem and has also 
surfaced within the Trump administration itself. President Trump has deployed the 
National Guard to Los Angeles, Portland, Chicago, and Washington, D.C., describing these 
cities as “occupied” by immigrants and “leftist lunatics,” and as places “torn apart by 
war.” This is not mere exaggeration. It is agitprop and dystopian storytelling that helps 
justify escalating militarized tactics against civilian populations, chill dissent, intimidate 
vulnerable immigrants, and encourage vigilantism under the banner of “taking back” 
communities from imagined Muslim and other “invaders.”

Source: https://www.mediamatters.org/charlie-
kirk/charlie-kirk-large-dedicated-islamic-

areas-are-threat-america

Source: https://x.com/commonsens77/
status/2008626958368666063?s=20

https://www.mediamatters.org/charlie-kirk/charlie-kirk-large-dedicated-islamic-areas-are-threat-america
https://www.mediamatters.org/charlie-kirk/charlie-kirk-large-dedicated-islamic-areas-are-threat-america
https://www.mediamatters.org/charlie-kirk/charlie-kirk-large-dedicated-islamic-areas-are-threat-america
https://x.com/commonsens77/status/2008626958368666063?s=20
https://x.com/commonsens77/status/2008626958368666063?s=20
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Source: https://x.com/AmyMek/status/1963402066153672968?s=20

Source: https://x.com/1948memphis1/
status/1994220256110206979?s=20

https://x.com/AmyMek/status/1963402066153672968?s=20
https://x.com/1948memphis1/status/1994220256110206979?s=20
https://x.com/1948memphis1/status/1994220256110206979?s=20
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Source: https://x.com/WallStreetApes/status/1991603582244945968?s=20

Source: https://x.com/commonsens77/
status/2008626958368666063?s=20

https://x.com/WallStreetApes/status/1991603582244945968?s=20
https://x.com/commonsens77/status/2008626958368666063?s=20
https://x.com/commonsens77/status/2008626958368666063?s=20
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Jake Lang also brought his Islamophobic 
theatrics to Texas, where he organized 
a protest in Plano, Texas, holding a 
Qur’an stuffed in a pig’s head and posted 
videos burning a Qur’an to fry bacon.16 A 
central feature of his staging is the white 
Christian nationalist slogan displayed 
on his lectern: “Deus Vult.” As Crusades 
historian Dan Jones notes, the Latin 
phrase “Deus Vult,” meaning “God wills it,” 
was a battle cry associated with the First 
Crusade, which lasted from 1095 to 1099. 
In contemporary extremist ecosystems, 
it has reemerged as a marker of white 
supremacist and hard-right identity, 
frequently visible at extremist marches 
and embedded in online “Crusader” 
meme culture, including images of 
Knights Templar paired with captions 
such as “I’ll see your jihad and raise you 
one crusade.”17 In this context, its use 
functions less as historical reference 
than as coded mobilization language that 
signals and legitimizes white Christian 
nationalist hostility and, at its most 
extreme, violence.

Source: https://x.com/commonsens77/
status/2008626958368666063?s=20

16. Pig meat is considered ‘Haram’or forbidden in Islam and therefore used 
in Islamophobic contexts to demean or dehumanise the community. 
17. https://time.com/5696546/far-right-history-crusades/

https://x.com/commonsens77/status/2008626958368666063?s=20
https://x.com/commonsens77/status/2008626958368666063?s=20
https://time.com/5696546/far-right-history-crusades/
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Source: https://www.facebook.com/
reel/2429037620942273

Source: https://www.facebook.com/
reel/2429037620942273

A recurring Islamophobic provocation is the claim that communities with large Muslim 
populations are inherently hubs of terrorism. One prominent example is an episode 
of The Going Rogue podcast hosted by Lara Logan, previously banned from Newsmax 
for incendiary commentary,18 featuring former FBI agent John Guandolo. The episode 
advances conspiracy claims by presenting a list of U.S. cities and states purported 
to have the “most Islamic jihadist activity.” He asserts that Texas was a national hub, 
with Dallas and Houston named the single worst cities in America for the joint Islamic-
Communist movement. Additional cities included Dearborn, Minneapolis, St. Paul, and 
others. Logan also identifies USAID as a primary source of “jihadist funding,” without 
credible evidence.

18. https://www.theguardian.com/media/2022/oct/21/newsmax-lara-logan-
qanon-conspiracy-theory

https://www.facebook.com/reel/2429037620942273
https://www.facebook.com/reel/2429037620942273
https://www.facebook.com/reel/2429037620942273
https://www.facebook.com/reel/2429037620942273
https://www.theguardian.com/media/2022/oct/21/newsmax-lara-logan-qanon-conspiracy-theory
https://www.theguardian.com/media/2022/oct/21/newsmax-lara-logan-qanon-conspiracy-theory
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The episode’s significance lies not in its 
plausibility, but in its reach: clips from 
the podcast continue to circulate, with 
the trailer on X receiving over 450K 
views and the YouTube channel 23K 
views. Its virality illustrates how inciting, 
stigmatizing content continues to spread 
widely in Texas and beyond, reinforcing 
the false association between Muslim civic 
presence and terrorism. 

All of these narratives together helped fuel 
an online atmosphere of hysteria, which in 
turn generated political pressure for state 
action. Governor Abbott subsequently 
announced multiple investigations, while 
Mek continued to publish additional 
“investigations” that further inflamed 
public sentiment.

Source: https://x.com/DumisaniTemsgen/
status/1930989790821765572?s=20 

 
https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=26NXV4l9jwg

Source: https://x.com/DumisaniTemsgen/status/1930989790821765572?s=20

https://x.com/DumisaniTemsgen/status/1930989790821765572?s=20
https://x.com/DumisaniTemsgen/status/1930989790821765572?s=20
https://x.com/DumisaniTemsgen/status/1930989790821765572?s=20
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Amy Mek posts first “EPIC” (East Plano Islamic Center) “expose” 
https://x.com/AmyMek/status/1890292390411563243?s=20

3/5/2025 The Texas Chapters of the Council on American-Islamic 
Relations (CAIR-Texas) welcome Texas House Representative 
Salman Bhojani’s filing of House Resolution 85, recognizing March 
15 as the International Day to Combat Islamophobia in Texas. https://
www.cair.com/press_releases/cair-texas-applauds-house-resolution-
85-recognizing-march-15-as-the-international-day-to-combat-
islamophobia/

Gov. Abbott announces that a dozen state agencies are investigating 
the EPIC land project, the Attorney General will look into it, and 
legislators are considering laws to restrict it, as well as laws to 
prevent foreign adversaries from buying land in Texas. https://x.com/
GregAbbott_TX/status/1904350532401057897?s=20

Attorney General Ken Paxton issued a Civil Investigative Demand 
(“CID”) to Community Capital Partners, LP (“CCP”) as part of an 
ongoing investigation into CCP’s real estate development, EPIC 
City. The development, near Josephine, Texas, is affiliated with the 
East Plano Islamic Center (“EPIC”). Attorney General of Texas is 
investigating EPIC and affiliated entities for potential violations of 
Texas consumer protection laws https://www.texasattorneygeneral.
gov/news/releases/attorney-general-ken-paxton-issues-cid-part-
ongoing-investigation-real-estate-development-tied-east

Feb. 14, 2025

Mar. 5, 2025

Mar. 24, 2025

Mar. 25, 2025

Timeline of Amy Mek’s Posts and  
Governer Abott’s Reactions

Below is a timeline documenting the escalation of disinformation from Amy Mek 
alongside the policy announcements that followed. Together, these developments 
underscore a consistent pattern across our dataset: viral hate speech and disinformation 
frequently translate into discriminatory policy responses, targeting Muslim immigrants, 
civil society organizations, elected officials, and voters. The problem is likely to intensify 
as the midterms approach.

https://x.com/AmyMek/status/1890292390411563243?s=20
https://www.cair.com/press_releases/cair-texas-applauds-house-resolution-85-recognizing-march-15-as-the-international-day-to-combat-islamophobia/
https://www.cair.com/press_releases/cair-texas-applauds-house-resolution-85-recognizing-march-15-as-the-international-day-to-combat-islamophobia/
https://www.cair.com/press_releases/cair-texas-applauds-house-resolution-85-recognizing-march-15-as-the-international-day-to-combat-islamophobia/
https://www.cair.com/press_releases/cair-texas-applauds-house-resolution-85-recognizing-march-15-as-the-international-day-to-combat-islamophobia/
https://x.com/GregAbbott_TX/status/1904350532401057897?s=20
https://x.com/GregAbbott_TX/status/1904350532401057897?s=20
https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/news/releases/attorney-general-ken-paxton-issues-cid-part-ongoing-investigation-real-estate-development-tied-east
https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/news/releases/attorney-general-ken-paxton-issues-cid-part-ongoing-investigation-real-estate-development-tied-east
https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/news/releases/attorney-general-ken-paxton-issues-cid-part-ongoing-investigation-real-estate-development-tied-east
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Governor Abbott Announces Texas State Securities Board 
Investigation Into East Plano Islamic Center https://gov.texas.gov/
news/post/governor-abbott-announces-texas-state-securities-board-
investigation-into-east-plano-islamic-center

Governor Abbott Announces Investigation Into Unlawful 
Discrimination By East Plano Islamic Center https://gov.texas.gov/
news/post/governor-abbott-announces-investigation-into-unlawful-
discrimination-by-east-plano-islamic-center

Governor Abbott Directs Texas Rangers To Open Criminal 
Investigation Into East Plano Islamic Center https://gov.texas.gov/
news/post/governor-abbott-directs-texas-rangers-to-open-criminal-
investigation-into-east-plano-islamic-center

“The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality found that the 
group behind the proposed EPIC compound did not submit the 
required permits to begin construction,” said Governor Abbott. 
“They must confirm within seven days that they are immediately 
ceasing any construction of their illegal project or face the full 
weight of the law. The State of Texas will enforce its laws and protect 
our communities from unlawful actions or threats posed by EPIC 
or its affiliates.” https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-
announces-epic-city-may-not-begin-construction

Mar. 27, 2025

Mar. 28, 2025

Mar. 31, 2025

Apr. 1, 2025

Amy Mek reports on “Sharia patrols”: https://x.com/AmyMek/
status/1959220124713628122?s=20

Aug. 23, 2025

Gov. Abbott announces that the Texas Funeral Service Commission 
sent a cease-and-desist letter to the EPIC compound, stating 
“they are knowingly breaking state law in many ways, including 
by operating a funeral home without a license. This is a crime, 
and it will not be tolerated.” https://x.com/GregAbbott_TX/
status/1904942764829127132?s=20

Mar. 26, 2025

https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-announces-texas-state-securities-board-investigation-into-east-plano-islamic-center
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-announces-texas-state-securities-board-investigation-into-east-plano-islamic-center
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-announces-texas-state-securities-board-investigation-into-east-plano-islamic-center
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-announces-investigation-into-unlawful-discrimination-by-east-plano-islamic-center
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-announces-investigation-into-unlawful-discrimination-by-east-plano-islamic-center
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-announces-investigation-into-unlawful-discrimination-by-east-plano-islamic-center
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-directs-texas-rangers-to-open-criminal-investigation-into-east-plano-islamic-center
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-directs-texas-rangers-to-open-criminal-investigation-into-east-plano-islamic-center
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-directs-texas-rangers-to-open-criminal-investigation-into-east-plano-islamic-center
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-announces-epic-city-may-not-begin-construction
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-announces-epic-city-may-not-begin-construction
https://x.com/AmyMek/status/1959220124713628122?s=20
https://x.com/AmyMek/status/1959220124713628122?s=20
https://x.com/GregAbbott_TX/status/1904942764829127132?s=20
https://x.com/GregAbbott_TX/status/1904942764829127132?s=20
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Gov. Abbott signs several foreign interference laws: House Bill 128 
(Orr/Lopez) prohibits sister-city agreements between governmental 
entities and foreign adversaries while promoting agreements with 
allies of the United States.

Senate Bill 17 (Kolkhorst/Hefner) prohibits certain countries, 
individuals, and organizations, including designated transnational 
criminal organizations, from acquiring real property in Texas.

Senate Bill 1349 (Hughes/Lopez) creates a criminal offense of 
transnational repression and requires a new training program for law 
enforcement on this issue. https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-
abbott-signs-bills-protecting-texans-from-foreign-adversaries

Governor Abbott Signs Law Banning Sharia Compounds In Texas 
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-signs-law-banning-
ShariaSharia-compounds-in-texas

Chris Svochak goes after students in Arlington: https://x.com/king_
reconcile/status/1982203611053514816?s=20

Houston Muslim Student Association (MSA), the incident occurred 
on Thursday, October 30, at Lynn Eusan Park. An individual 
reportedly “entered the group’s reserved space, shouted anti-
Islamic messages through a megaphone, and threw a copy of the 
Qur’an into a bonfire.” https://www.houstonpublicmedia.org/articles/
news/religion/2025/11/05/535207/muslim-student-group-says-a-
protestor-burned-a-quran-during-prayer-at-university-of-houston/ 
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DQeuGNcDdwg/?utm_source=ig_
web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==

Aug. 26, 2025

Sept. 12, 2025

Oct. 25, 2025

Oct. 30, 2025

Chris Svochak and Rich Penkoski attack Muslims in Dallas, TX 
https://x.com/king_reconcile/status/1988356237323345982?s=20

Nov. 11, 2025

https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-signs-bills-protecting-texans-from-foreign-adversaries
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-signs-bills-protecting-texans-from-foreign-adversaries
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-signs-law-banning-ShariaSharia-compounds-in-texas
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-signs-law-banning-ShariaSharia-compounds-in-texas
https://x.com/king_reconcile/status/1982203611053514816?s=20
https://x.com/king_reconcile/status/1982203611053514816?s=20
https://www.houstonpublicmedia.org/articles/news/religion/2025/11/05/535207/muslim-student-group-says-a-protestor-burned-a-quran-during-prayer-at-university-of-houston/ https://www.instagram.com/reel/DQeuGNcDdwg/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.houstonpublicmedia.org/articles/news/religion/2025/11/05/535207/muslim-student-group-says-a-protestor-burned-a-quran-during-prayer-at-university-of-houston/ https://www.instagram.com/reel/DQeuGNcDdwg/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.houstonpublicmedia.org/articles/news/religion/2025/11/05/535207/muslim-student-group-says-a-protestor-burned-a-quran-during-prayer-at-university-of-houston/ https://www.instagram.com/reel/DQeuGNcDdwg/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.houstonpublicmedia.org/articles/news/religion/2025/11/05/535207/muslim-student-group-says-a-protestor-burned-a-quran-during-prayer-at-university-of-houston/ https://www.instagram.com/reel/DQeuGNcDdwg/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.houstonpublicmedia.org/articles/news/religion/2025/11/05/535207/muslim-student-group-says-a-protestor-burned-a-quran-during-prayer-at-university-of-houston/ https://www.instagram.com/reel/DQeuGNcDdwg/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://x.com/king_reconcile/status/1988356237323345982?s=20
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Gov. Abbott designates CAIR and MB as terrorist organizations 
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-designates-muslim-
brotherhood-cair-as-foreign-terrorist-organizations

Gov. Abbott shares a proclamation https://gov.texas.gov/uploads/
files/press/PROC_declaring_Muslim_Brotherhood_and_CAIR_
Transnational_Criminal_Organizations_IMAGE_11-18-2025.pdf

Governor Abbott Calls For Investigations Into Sharia Courts https://
gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-calls-for-investigations-
into-ShariaSharia-courts

Gov. Abbott orders the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS) to 
launch criminal investigations into the Muslim Brotherhood and the 
Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR). https://gov.texas.
gov/news/post/governor-abbott-directs-dps-to-launch-criminal-
investigations-into-muslim-brotherhood-cair

This feedback loop between online disinformation and state power ultimately culminated 
in Governor Abbott publicly designating CAIR and the Muslim Brotherhood as “terrorist 
organizations” in Texas, with the stated intent of restricting their ability to own property 
or operate freely in the state. Texas legislators have also introduced and promoted bills 
aimed at “banning Sharia law,” despite the absence of any credible legal basis for such 
measures.

Nov. 18, 2025

Nov. 18, 2025

Nov. 19, 2025

Nov. 20, 2025

https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-designates-muslim-brotherhood-cair-as-foreign-terrorist-organizations
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-designates-muslim-brotherhood-cair-as-foreign-terrorist-organizations
https://gov.texas.gov/uploads/files/press/PROC_declaring_Muslim_Brotherhood_and_CAIR_Transnational_Criminal_Organizations_IMAGE_11-18-2025.pdf
https://gov.texas.gov/uploads/files/press/PROC_declaring_Muslim_Brotherhood_and_CAIR_Transnational_Criminal_Organizations_IMAGE_11-18-2025.pdf
https://gov.texas.gov/uploads/files/press/PROC_declaring_Muslim_Brotherhood_and_CAIR_Transnational_Criminal_Organizations_IMAGE_11-18-2025.pdf
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-calls-for-investigations-into-sharia-courts
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-calls-for-investigations-into-sharia-courts
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-calls-for-investigations-into-sharia-courts
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-directs-dps-to-launch-criminal-investigations-into-muslim-brotherhood-cair
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-directs-dps-to-launch-criminal-investigations-into-muslim-brotherhood-cair
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-directs-dps-to-launch-criminal-investigations-into-muslim-brotherhood-cair
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Source: https://x.com/GregAbbott_TX/
status/1991191909520281618?s=20

Source: https://www.instagram.com/reel/
DPjvjpSEn05/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_

link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==

Source: https://x.com/GregAbbott_TX/
status/1965173662262448320?s=20

Source: https://x.com/LauraLoomer/
status/1975928033375928441?s=20

In this heated environment, Texas elected officials and candidates further amplified 
incendiary commentary, as in the comments below.

https://x.com/GregAbbott_TX/status/1991191909520281618?s=20
https://x.com/GregAbbott_TX/status/1991191909520281618?s=20
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DPjvjpSEn05/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DPjvjpSEn05/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DPjvjpSEn05/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://x.com/GregAbbott_TX/status/1965173662262448320?s=20
https://x.com/GregAbbott_TX/status/1965173662262448320?s=20
https://x.com/LauraLoomer/status/1975928033375928441?s=20
https://x.com/LauraLoomer/status/1975928033375928441?s=20
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Source: https://x.com/RepKeithSelf/
status/1991171301319626983?s=20

Source: https://x.com/aaron_reitz/
status/1995321465571344834?s=20

Source: https://x.com/RepBrandonGill/
status/1995588005273502031?s=20

https://x.com/RepKeithSelf/status/1991171301319626983?s=20
https://x.com/RepKeithSelf/status/1991171301319626983?s=20
https://x.com/aaron_reitz/status/1995321465571344834?s=20
https://x.com/aaron_reitz/status/1995321465571344834?s=20
https://x.com/RepBrandonGill/status/1995588005273502031?s=20
https://x.com/RepBrandonGill/status/1995588005273502031?s=20
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Source: https://x.com/ValentinaForUSA/
status/1992321426431607123?s=20

At the electoral level, candidates like 
Valentina Gomez have built entire 
platforms around banning Islam, using 
highly provocative content—such as videos 
of her burning the Qur’an19—to attract 
attention and support. While it remains to 
be seen how this will translate at the polls, 
the traction she has gained underscores 
how normalized and politically 
instrumentalized Islamophobic hate has 
become in parts of Texas and across the 
country.

As the nation heads into the midterms, the 
disinformation will only continue to grow 
to even more proactive and dangerous 
hate speech.

19. Incidentally, burning a Qur’an is one of the accepted and respected ways for 
Muslims to dispose of a Qur’an. Although intention and respect matter.

https://x.com/ValentinaForUSA/status/1992321426431607123?s=20
https://x.com/ValentinaForUSA/status/1992321426431607123?s=20
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Minnesota
Minnesota is often associated with its Scandinavian immigrant roots and civic traditions 
shaped by Nordic settlement, Lutheran institutions, and a strong public-sector ethos. At 
the same time, the state is undergoing a significant demographic shift. The Twin Cities 
have become a major destination for new immigrant communities, including one of the 
largest Somali Muslim populations in the United States. Among foreign-born Somalis 
in Minnesota, 87% are naturalized U.S. citizens, and nearly half arrived in 2010 or later, 
reflecting continued migration driven by Somalia’s prolonged civil war and the draw of 
Minnesota’s social supports. The largest concentration is in the Minneapolis–St. Paul 
region, home to roughly 84,000 Somali residents.20 This increasingly diverse population 
has enriched Minnesota’s cultural and political landscape. Still, it has also made Muslim 
communities a focal point for organized Islamophobic and anti-immigrant narratives that 
seek to cast inclusion and pluralism as threats to the state’s identity.

In our quantitative dataset, our team found over 14.9k posts originating and engaging in 
narratives related to Islamophobic content in Minnesota. 

Number of Total Islamophobic Mentions  
in Minnesota

20. https://www.kttc.com/2025/12/04/by-numbers-minnesotas-somali-population-according-
census-data/  
& https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/5-things-to-know-about-the-somali-community-in-
minnesota-after-trumps-attacks

https://www.kttc.com/2025/12/04/by-numbers-minnesotas-somali-population-according-census-data/
https://www.kttc.com/2025/12/04/by-numbers-minnesotas-somali-population-according-census-data/
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/5-things-to-know-about-the-somali-community-in-minnesota-after-trumps-attacks

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/5-things-to-know-about-the-somali-community-in-minnesota-after-trumps-attacks
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Theme Percentage

Muslim Invasion / Demographic Threat 52%1.

Vilifying countries of origin 41%3.

Calls to deport Muslims / Anti-immigration 42%2.

Degrading slogans and dehumanization 29%4.

Criminalization of Muslims 20%5.

Top 5 themes of Islamophobic Disinformation 
in Minnesota

As in all five states analyzed, the narrative around “Muslim invasion” and Muslims as 
a demographic threat in Minnesota was the top theme online, with 52% of total posts 
reflecting this sentiment. 42% of posts from the state called for deporting Muslims, 
and 41% vilifying the countries of origin of those users considered to be non-natural 
U.S. citizens—meaning immigrants. In comparison, 29% of posts from the state used 
degrading and dehumanising slogans against Muslims, and 20% criminalized Muslims. 
Islamophobia in Minnesota is closely tied to the state’s large Somali Muslim community. 
Minnesota is home to more than 114,590 Muslims, many of whom are Somali. Nationally, 
an estimated 260,000 people of Somali descent lived in the United States in 2024 
(U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey), including approximately 107,000 in 
Minnesota—about 2% of the state’s total population.21

The prominence of Somali voters and their elected officials has led to a barrage of 
racism and Islamophobia by the white nationalist right wing. This dynamic has been 
visible for years, particularly since Ilhan Omar’s election to Congress. The powerful 
Black and Brown Muslim electorate that helped bring her into office has also suffered 
sustained attacks on the broader civil society infrastructure that supports Muslim political 
participation at all levels of government. 

21. Posts were coded for all emergent and predefined themes present in each item. Because 
a single post could receive multiple theme codes, the percentages shown represent the share 
of posts containing each theme, not portions of a single 100% total. As a result, percentages 
may sum to more than 100%.
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Minnesota-centered Islamophobic 
content in 2025 came in several waves. 
The first began with Omar Fateh’s 
mayoral candidacy. Omar Fateh’s 2025 
Minneapolis mayoral bid was historic 
because, as a young democratic socialist, 
he upset an incumbent mayor (Jacob Frey) 
to win the crucial Democratic-Farmer-
Labor (DFL) party endorsement.22

This endorsement was a rare feat, 
demonstrating strong grassroots power; 
however, it was later revoked due to 
voting system issues, creating a uniquely 
unpredictable race. His campaign—
backed by progressives, DSA, and 
diverse voters—challenged the political 
establishment in a city known for its 
activism and global awareness, making his 
run a significant moment in progressive 
politics, despite the complex outcome. 
During his candidacy, his campaign faced 
sustained racist attacks targeting his 
Somali background, his appearance, and 
his faith, with influencers like Matt Walsh, 
Charlie Kirk, Amy Mek, Laura Loomer, and 
many others weighing in from across the country. The distinctly anti-Black character of 
this rhetoric is notable, including repeated references to “shithole countries”—language 
mainstreamed in political discourse.

As the hostility escalated sharply, the Islamophobic “Muslim Invasion” rhetoric merged 
with explicitly racist and xenophobic content targeting Fateh’s Somali background and 
appearance, alongside insinuations that Minneapolis was becoming a recruitment ground 
for extremist activity. Inflammatory memes and posts circulated widely, framing Somali 
Muslims as an existential threat to the city’s culture and safety.

Far-right commentator Amy Mek and others published multiple pieces fixated on 
Minnesota’s Somali community, recycling “Great Replacement” tropes and suggesting 

Source: https://x.com/merikuh/
status/1991609562336751862?s=20

22. The Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party, Minnesota’s state affiliate of the national Democratic 
Party, formed in 1944 from a merger of the state’s Democratic and Farmer-Labor parties.

https://x.com/merikuh/status/1991609562336751862?s=20
https://x.com/merikuh/status/1991609562336751862?s=20
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Source: https://x.com/William_Brave/
status/1982500724052242874?s=20

Source: https://x.com/RepBrandonGill/
status/1995588005273502031?s=20

As the hostility escalated sharply, the Islamophobic “Muslim Invasion” rhetoric merged 
with explicitly racist and xenophobic content targeting Fateh’s Somali background and 
appearance, alongside insinuations that Minneapolis was becoming a recruitment ground 
for extremist activity. Inflammatory memes and posts circulated widely, framing Somali 
Muslims as an existential threat to the city’s culture and safety.

Far-right commentator Amy Mek and others published multiple pieces fixated on 
Minnesota’s Somali community, recycling “Great Replacement” tropes and suggesting 
that Scandinavian culture was being “replaced” by Somali culture. These narratives 
portrayed Somalis as intellectually deficient, overly religious, and fundamentally 
incompatible with “American” or “Western” norms. 

that Scandinavian culture was being “replaced” by Somali culture. These narratives 
portrayed Somalis as intellectually deficient, overly religious, and fundamentally 
incompatible with “American” or “Western” norms.

https://x.com/William_Brave/status/1982500724052242874?s=20
https://x.com/William_Brave/status/1982500724052242874?s=20
https://x.com/RepBrandonGill/status/1995588005273502031?s=20
https://x.com/RepBrandonGill/status/1995588005273502031?s=20
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Source: https://x.com/AmyMek/status/1975744710536012256

Source: https://x.com/charliekirk11/
status/1944776688199766024?s=20

Source: https://x.com/SpiceyBits/
status/1978741836018589923?s=20

https://x.com/AmyMek/status/1975744710536012256
https://x.com/charliekirk11/status/1944776688199766024?s=20
https://x.com/charliekirk11/status/1944776688199766024?s=20
https://x.com/SpiceyBits/status/1978741836018589923?s=20
https://x.com/SpiceyBits/status/1978741836018589923?s=20
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Source: https://x.com/idiottrackers/
status/1983935629583958456?s=20

Source: https://x.com/ajdraper1012/
status/1946786772660170984?s=20

Source: https://x.com/EricLDaugh/
status/1983896991160516808?s=20

Source: https://x.com/Matt_Bracken48/
status/1987136584785838343?s=20

https://x.com/idiottrackers/status/1983935629583958456?s=20
https://x.com/idiottrackers/status/1983935629583958456?s=20
https://x.com/ajdraper1012/status/1946786772660170984?s=20
https://x.com/ajdraper1012/status/1946786772660170984?s=20
https://x.com/EricLDaugh/status/1983896991160516808?s=20
https://x.com/EricLDaugh/status/1983896991160516808?s=20
https://x.com/Matt_Bracken48/status/1987136584785838343?s=20
https://x.com/Matt_Bracken48/status/1987136584785838343?s=20
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Source: https://x.com/WallStreetMav/
status/1961096920144777427?s=20

Source: https://x.com/rmiames/
status/1952817236407927144?s=20

Efforts to name the white supremacist and racist nature of the attacks on Omar Fateh 
were repeatedly met with further demeaning and dehumanizing rhetoric. After Fateh’s 
loss, a new narrative gained traction following a November 19, 2025, right-wing report 
by Ryan Thorpe and Christopher F. Rufo.23 They alleged welfare fraud by a small number 
of individuals—claims then generalized to imply that the broader Somali community 
was systematically defrauding the state and funneling money to terrorist organizations, 
stoking anger between white and other racialized communities against Somalis in 
the state.24 Compounding this, YouTube “gotcha” videos by Nick Shirley claimed to 
have uncovered more than $110 million in fraud. Although these allegations have been 
debunked, the content continues to circulate, alongside a broader wave of hate targeting 
Somali daycare providers, many of whom have reported harassment and death threats in 
the aftermath of these videos.25, 26

23. https://www.city-journal.org/article/minnesota-welfare-fraud-somalia-al-shabaab 
24. https://www.ms.now/news/trump-somalia-immigrants-minnesota 
25. https://www.npr.org/2025/12/31/nx-s1-5662600/nick-shirley-minnesota-daycare-fraud 
26. https://www.startribune.com/day-care-fraud-minnesota-video/601554760

https://x.com/WallStreetMav/status/1961096920144777427?s=20
https://x.com/WallStreetMav/status/1961096920144777427?s=20
https://x.com/rmiames/status/1952817236407927144?s=20
https://x.com/rmiames/status/1952817236407927144?s=20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r8AulCA1aOQ
https://www.city-journal.org/article/minnesota-welfare-fraud-somalia-al-shabaab

https://www.ms.now/news/trump-somalia-immigrants-minnesota
https://www.npr.org/2025/12/31/nx-s1-5662600/nick-shirley-minnesota-daycare-fraud

https://www.startribune.com/day-care-fraud-minnesota-video/601554760
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Source: https://x.com/nickshirleyy/
status/2004642794862961123?s=20

Source: https://x.com/DarkModeOnly01/
status/1992085149845217340

Source: https://x.com/hewho_steven/
status/2005927487633567892

Source: https://x.com/sophiapositano/
status/2005982866547827167

This narrative was quickly weaponized 
online to depict Somalis as uniquely 
“entitled” and parasitic, reinforcing 
racist and Islamophobic stereotypes 
of criminality and casting doubt on the 
legitimacy of a Black Muslim community. 
This is evidenced in the results of our 
research, where vilification of countries 
of origin and criminalization of Muslims 
emerged as part of the top five themes in 
the state. The result has been a sustained, 
months-long wave of anti-Somali and anti-
Muslim memes and propaganda.

https://x.com/nickshirleyy/status/2004642794862961123?s=20
https://x.com/nickshirleyy/status/2004642794862961123?s=20
https://www.cair.com/press_releases/cair-cair-action-congratulate-39-muslim-election-winners-report-at-least-77-muslim-candidates-nationwide/
https://www.cair.com/press_releases/cair-cair-action-congratulate-39-muslim-election-winners-report-at-least-77-muslim-candidates-nationwide/
https://x.com/hewho_steven/status/2005927487633567892
https://x.com/hewho_steven/status/2005927487633567892
https://x.com/sophiapositano/status/2005982866547827167
https://x.com/sophiapositano/status/2005982866547827167
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Source: https://x.com/ShadeSalvo/
status/1992072583697895753

Source: https://www.city-journal.org/article/
minnesota-welfare-fraud-somalia-al-shabaab

Source: https://x.com/bennyjohnson/
status/1991609465406124053?s=20

Source: https://x.com/Keithgross/
status/1991845108732567999?s=20

https://x.com/ShadeSalvo/status/1992072583697895753
https://x.com/ShadeSalvo/status/1992072583697895753
https://www.city-journal.org/article/minnesota-welfare-fraud-somalia-al-shabaab
https://www.city-journal.org/article/minnesota-welfare-fraud-somalia-al-shabaab
https://x.com/bennyjohnson/status/1991609465406124053?s=20
https://x.com/bennyjohnson/status/1991609465406124053?s=20
https://x.com/Keithgross/status/1991845108732567999?s=20
https://x.com/Keithgross/status/1991845108732567999?s=20
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Source: https://x.com/bennyjohnson/
status/2005782320477868123?s=20

Source: https://x.com/MAGA_X_Times/
status/1993302873724055750?s=20

https://x.com/bennyjohnson/status/2005782320477868123?s=20
https://x.com/bennyjohnson/status/2005782320477868123?s=20
https://x.com/MAGA_X_Times/status/1993302873724055750?s=20
https://x.com/MAGA_X_Times/status/1993302873724055750?s=20
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Source: https://x.com/christopherrufo/
status/1992058385043501227?s=20

Source: https://x.com/LaydenRobinson/
status/1991999395387338805?s=20

Source: https://x.com/Laughocracy/
status/2006380342148767887?s=20

Much of this vitriol has also been directed 
at Rep. Ilhan Omar, with posts denigrating 
her faith, questioning her allegiance to 
America, accusing her of complicity, 
demanding her deportation, and calling for 
investigations into her and her husband’s 
business activities. It is also being 
leveraged to fuel broader political attacks, 
including calls for Governor Walz to resign, 
illustrating how targeted hate against 
one community is intended to undermine 
democratic institutions and leadership 
more broadly.

https://x.com/christopherrufo/status/1992058385043501227?s=20
https://x.com/christopherrufo/status/1992058385043501227?s=20
https://x.com/LaydenRobinson/status/1991999395387338805?s=20
https://x.com/LaydenRobinson/status/1991999395387338805?s=20
https://x.com/Laughocracy/status/2006380342148767887?s=20
https://x.com/Laughocracy/status/2006380342148767887?s=20
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Source: https://x.com/Terminato2025/
status/2006166097540628939?s=20

Source: https://x.com/Gitmo99/
status/2005938354542506337?s=20

Source: https://x.com/ACTBrigitte/
status/1992144671846613457?s=20

Source: https://x.com/WallStreetApes/
status/2005798688623583260?s=20

https://x.com/Terminato2025/status/2006166097540628939?s=20
https://x.com/Terminato2025/status/2006166097540628939?s=20
https://x.com/Gitmo99/status/2005938354542506337?s=20
https://x.com/Gitmo99/status/2005938354542506337?s=20
https://x.com/ACTBrigitte/status/1992144671846613457?s=20
https://x.com/ACTBrigitte/status/1992144671846613457?s=20
https://x.com/WallStreetApes/status/2005798688623583260?s=20
https://x.com/WallStreetApes/status/2005798688623583260?s=20
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Trump amplified this Islamophobic rhetoric during his cabinet meeting on December 
5, 2025, issuing a bigoted rant against Somalis, their homelands, and Ilhan Omar in 
particular. “In Somalia, …they just run around killing each other,” Trump claimed. “Their 
country’s no good for a reason. Their country stinks, and we don’t want them in our 
country.” 

He continued: “We could go one way or the other, and we’re going to go the wrong way 
if we keep taking in garbage into our country. Ilhan Omar is garbage. Her friends are 
garbage. These aren’t people who work. These are people who do nothing  
but complain.”27

These narratives have had concrete policy and political consequences. The Trump 
administration has launched an intensive immigration enforcement operation primarily 
targeting hundreds of undocumented Somali immigrants in the Minneapolis-St. Paul 
region.28 Further, he has directed the Attorney General to investigate purported “fraud” 
in immigrant communities and rescinded Temporary Protected Status (TPS) for Somalis. 
Rather than quelling the hate, these measures have emboldened it: “Deport them 
all” has become a disturbingly common refrain in online and offline conversations. 

27. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vyyCYvE-Nuo 
28. https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/02/us/politics/ice-somali-migrants-minneapolis-st-paul.html

Source: https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/02/
us/politics/trump-somalia.html

Source: https://x.com/LauraLoomer/
status/1996400289377915299?s=20

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vyyCYvE-Nuo
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/02/us/politics/ice-somali-migrants-minneapolis-st-paul.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/02/us/politics/trump-somalia.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/02/us/politics/trump-somalia.html
https://x.com/LauraLoomer/status/1996400289377915299?s=20
https://x.com/LauraLoomer/status/1996400289377915299?s=20
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Even more wild conspiracies suggest that the Democrats imported Somalis to take 
over battleground states, part of a billion-dollar fraud scheme led by Obama. Each 
Islamophobic meme pushes the discourse further from facts and into conspiracy. 
Additional efforts to target Somalis are driven by House Republican Majority Whip Tom 
Emmer, who has called for the denaturalization of those involved in fraud allegations. This 
position represents a sharp reversal from his earlier work with Rep. Keith Ellison through 
the congressional Somali caucus.

Source: https://x.com/GOPMajorityWhip/
status/2005835275612697059?s=20

Source: https://x.com/WallStreetApes/
status/2005849513676923358?s=20

https://x.com/GOPMajorityWhip/status/2005835275612697059?s=20
https://x.com/GOPMajorityWhip/status/2005835275612697059?s=20
https://x.com/WallStreetApes/status/2005849513676923358?s=20
https://x.com/WallStreetApes/status/2005849513676923358?s=20
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Steve Bannon has seized on the same 
news cycle on War Room, arguing for a 
ten-year moratorium on all immigration 
while simultaneously labeling Emmer a 
“hypocritical globalist.” Overall, escalating 
Islamophobia and xenophobia are 
widening fractures within the Republican 
Party (GOP), pulling its right flank further 
away from the party’s center. Additionally, 
several Republicans, including Florida’s 
Rep. Anna Paulina Luna and Texas’s 
Rep. Brandon Gill, have echoed these 
sentiments.

Source: https://x.com/FinalTelegraph/
status/2005773719965139345?s=20

Source: https://x.com/gc22gc/
status/2006027818535141493?s=20

Source: https://x.com/NickJFuentes/
status/2005313889941275051?s=20

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/education/news/who-is-steve-bannon-the-harvard-educated-banker-who-briefly-served-as-trumps-chief-strategist/articleshow/123095899.cms
https://x.com/RepLuna/status/2005835966057943302?s=20
https://x.com/FinalTelegraph/status/2005773719965139345?s=20
https://x.com/FinalTelegraph/status/2005773719965139345?s=20
https://x.com/gc22gc/status/2006027818535141493?s=20
https://x.com/gc22gc/status/2006027818535141493?s=20
https://x.com/NickJFuentes/status/2005313889941275051?s=20
https://x.com/NickJFuentes/status/2005313889941275051?s=20
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On January 5, 2025, another consequence 
of this disinformation ecosystem became 
clear. After months of harassment directed 
at Governor Walz over alleged fraud in 
the state, he announced that he would not 
seek reelection. He stated, “Republicans 

Source: https://x.com/RepLuna/
status/2005835966057943302

Source: https://x.com/elonmusk/
status/2006510258311893145?s=20

Source: https://x.com/EricLDaugh/
status/2005801200831074533?s=20

Source: https://x.com/GuntherEagleman/
status/2006812416106180920?s=20

https://x.com/GovTimxqxWalz/status/2008184142958334441?s=20
https://x.com/RepLuna/status/2005835966057943302
https://x.com/RepLuna/status/2005835966057943302
https://x.com/elonmusk/status/2006510258311893145?s=20
https://x.com/elonmusk/status/2006510258311893145?s=20
https://x.com/EricLDaugh/status/2005801200831074533?s=20
https://x.com/EricLDaugh/status/2005801200831074533?s=20
https://x.com/GuntherEagleman/status/2006812416106180920?s=20
https://x.com/GuntherEagleman/status/2006812416106180920?s=20
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Source: https://x.com/GovTimWalz/status/2008184142958334441?s=20

are playing politics with the future of our state…These [are] opportunists who are willing 
to hurt our people to score a few cheap points. They and their allies have no interest 
in solving the problem and every intention of profiting from it....Every minute I spend 

https://x.com/GovTimWalz/status/2008184142958334441?s=20
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defending my own political interests is a 
minute I can’t spend defending the people 
of Minnesota against the criminals who 
prey on our generosity and the cynics who 
prey on our differences.”

In response to Governor Tim Walz’s 
resignation, Nick Shirley and Elon Musk 
engaged in a revealing exchange online. 
Shirley gloated about “taking down” 
Walz; Musk replied, “Thank God,” and 
Shirley added that it would not have been 
possible without X.

This outcome underscores that 
Islamophobic discourse does not only 
target Muslims. It degrades democracy 
and civic life, erodes public trust, and 
threatens the safety of communities and 
institutions, necessitating urgent action. 
As the midterms approach, we anticipate 
intensified targeting of elected officials 
and Somali immigrants in Minnesota, 
with these narratives spreading to Ohio, 
Wisconsin, Illinois, and Indiana, alongside 
growing pressure for harsher immigration 
enforcement and early test cases for 
denaturalization and increased visa bans. 
As of this report’s publication, the fallout 
in Minnesota continues, including the 
killing of activist Renee Nicole Good, who 
participated in community-based ICE 
defense efforts, and escalating tensions 
as ICE deployments expand and President 
Trump threatens to invoke the Insurrection 
Act. Minnesotan communities are 
responding with courage and solidarity, 
and our team will continue to monitor 
developments as the situation evolves.

Source: https://x.com/nickshirleyy/
status/2008185774651687168?s=20

Source: https://x.com/StateDept/
status/2011478657680757214?s=20

Source: https://www.thecut.com/article/
renee-nicole-good-minneapolis-ice-shooting-

parenting.html

https://x.com/nickshirleyy/status/2008185774651687168?s=20
https://x.com/nickshirleyy/status/2008185774651687168?s=20
https://x.com/StateDept/status/2011478657680757214?s=20
https://x.com/StateDept/status/2011478657680757214?s=20
https://www.thecut.com/article/renee-nicole-good-minneapolis-ice-shooting-parenting.html
https://www.thecut.com/article/renee-nicole-good-minneapolis-ice-shooting-parenting.html
https://www.thecut.com/article/renee-nicole-good-minneapolis-ice-shooting-parenting.html
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Florida
Florida is home to an estimated 127,172 Muslims, about 0.6% of the state’s population, 
which ranks the state 12th nationally by Muslim population size. Florida’s Muslim 
communities are geographically widespread, supported by more than 150 mosques and 
Islamic centers serving residents from the Keys to the Panhandle. The population is 
also notably diverse: roughly 31% are U.S.-born, while 69% trace their origins to other 
countries and regions, including Pakistan, India, Egypt, Palestine, Guyana, and  
Puerto Rico.29

In our quantitative dataset, our team found over 150k posts generating and engaging in 
narratives related to Islamophobic content in Florida.

Number of Total Islamophobic Mentions in 
Florida

29. https://news.rakwa.com/2025/09/04/muslims-in-florida-a-flourishing-and-diverse-community-
across-the-sunshine-state/

https://news.rakwa.com/2025/09/04/muslims-in-florida-a-flourishing-and-diverse-community-across-the-sunshine-state/
https://news.rakwa.com/2025/09/04/muslims-in-florida-a-flourishing-and-diverse-community-across-the-sunshine-state/


70

Theme Percentage

Muslim Invasion / Demographic Threat 65%1.

Degrading slogans and dehumanization 23%3.

Calls to investigate Muslim orgs and leaders 26%2.

Imposition of Sharia law 21%4.

Calls to deport Muslims/anti-immigration 18%5.

Our manual coding30 reveals that the prevailing Islamophobic narrative in Florida centers 
on the Muslim invasion, consistent with broader national discourse. This theme made up 
65% of total posts from Florida. Calls to investigate Muslim organizations and leaders 
came next at 26%. Users used degrading and dehumanising slogans in 23% of posts. 
The fear of the imposition of Sharia law in Florida followed at 21%, while 18% called for 
the deportation of Muslims and were anti-immigration.

Top 5 themes of Islamophobic Disinformation 
in Florida

30. Posts were coded for all emergent and predefined themes present in each item. Because 
a single post could receive multiple theme codes, the percentages shown represent the share 
of posts containing each theme, not portions of a single 100% total. As a result, percentages 
may sum to more than 100%.
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The current wave of Islamophobia in 
Florida aligns with the growth of Muslim 
institutions and a series of reports by 
Amy Mek targeting the state’s voucher 
system. These reports are used to 
bolster her claim that Muslims want to 
enact Sharia law. Mek claims that school 
vouchers are being used to fund Muslim 
schools, which she characterizes as 
“hotbeds of indoctrination” and evidence 
of the “Sharia-ization” of education. This 
framing is especially notable given that 
the voucher program itself was initially 
promoted as a school-choice vehicle for 
conservative and religious constituencies 
more broadly.

Source: https://www.facebook.com/
isupportdonaldtrump

https://www.facebook.com/isupportdonaldtrump/posts/florida-is-taking-a-strong-stand-against-sharia-law-a-dangerous-and-foreign-ideo/1294025216083361/
https://www.facebook.com/isupportdonaldtrump/posts/florida-is-taking-a-strong-stand-against-sharia-law-a-dangerous-and-foreign-ideo/1294025216083361/
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Source: https://x.com/AmyMek/
status/1981941087062421643?s=20

Source: https://x.com/AmyMek/
status/1976255085719224733?s=20

https://x.com/AmyMek/status/1981941087062421643?s=20
https://x.com/AmyMek/status/1981941087062421643?s=20
https://x.com/AmyMek/status/1976255085719224733?s=20
https://x.com/AmyMek/status/1976255085719224733?s=20


73

These reports accompany additional content targeting the construction of mosques and 
stoking Islamophobic fears of a “Muslim invasion.” Similar concerns have been amplified 
around Saudi investment in Miami, further feeding speculation that Florida is being 
“taken over” by foreign Muslim interests.

Source: https://x.com/Carlos__Turcios/
status/1990537828074467484?s=20

Source: https://x.com/AmyMek/
status/1981663059363193318?s=20

https://x.com/Carlos__Turcios/status/1990537828074467484?s=20
https://x.com/Carlos__Turcios/status/1990537828074467484?s=20
https://x.com/AmyMek/status/1981663059363193318?s=20
https://x.com/AmyMek/status/1981663059363193318?s=20
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Source: https://x.com/AmyMek/status/1990187968221601981?s=20

https://x.com/AmyMek/status/1990187968221601981?s=20
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Source: https://x.com/AmyMek/status/2005859816397496768

https://x.com/AmyMek/status/2005859816397496768
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The rising culture of conspiracy and 
hate has also created fertile ground for 
the physical bullying, harassment, and 
intimidation of Muslims in Florida. On 

college campuses, Muslim students at at least two universities have faced escalating 
harassment and targeted attacks, including from white Christian nationalists. Both 
incidents occurred in November 2025: the first at the University of South Florida (USF), 
where Members of the Muslim Students Association (MSA) faced verbal harassment 
while praying at the Collins Boulevard Parking Facility; the second in Hollywood, Florida, 
involving another group of Muslim students who were harassed while praying publicly.31, 32

Source: https://x.com/AmyMek/status/1978458406072746065?s=20

31. https://www.cair.com/press_releases/cair-fl-calls-for-hate-crime-probes-after-two-incidents-of-
religious-harassment-targeting-muslim-students-in-tampa-and-hollywood/  
32. https://www.wmnf.org/usf-tampa-christian-supremacists-mock-spit-wave-bacon-praying-
muslim-students/

https://x.com/AmyMek/status/1978458406072746065?s=20
https://www.cair.com/press_releases/cair-fl-calls-for-hate-crime-probes-after-two-incidents-of-religious-harassment-targeting-muslim-students-in-tampa-and-hollywood/
https://www.cair.com/press_releases/cair-fl-calls-for-hate-crime-probes-after-two-incidents-of-religious-harassment-targeting-muslim-students-in-tampa-and-hollywood/
https://www.wmnf.org/usf-tampa-christian-supremacists-mock-spit-wave-bacon-praying-muslim-students/
https://www.wmnf.org/usf-tampa-christian-supremacists-mock-spit-wave-bacon-praying-muslim-students/
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For several years, Chris Svochak,31 or “Saint Chris,” has produced provocative content in 
which he confronts Muslim students on campus: bringing bacon to deliberately offend, 
striking or mishandling the Qur’an, and preaching extremist Christian nationalist views 
that explicitly invoke hostility and violence. During a livestream by Warriors for Christ, 
an organization recognized by the SPLC as a hate group, Muslim students were filmed 
kneeling in prayer; one of the men, identified in the video only as Ricardo, approached 
with a painted cardboard box that read “KAABA 2.0 JESUS IS LORD.”32 During this 
harrowing encounter, the men harassed and intimidated the students as they prayed, 
shouting that “the Prophet was a pedophile” and demanding that they “confess their 
sins” and stop “praying to a false prophet.” When the students continued praying and 
refused to engage, the men repeatedly escalated their abuse, insulting the Prophet 
Muhammad PBUH and God, telling the students they were “going to hell,” accusing 

Source: https://x.com/WallStreetApes/
status/1990805948932501707?s=20

Source: https://x.com/realMaalouf/
status/1990941365656506376?s=20

31. https://nypost.com/2025/11/22/us-news/three-charged-after-approaching-praying-muslim-
students-waving-bacon/  
32. The Kaaba is a cubical structure located in Mecca, considered to be the holiest site in Islam. 
While praying, Muslims face the geographical direction of the Kaaba. 

youtube.com/watch?v=LM4NKgYR5Ic
https://www.splcenter.org/resources/extremist-files/anti-lgbtq/
https://x.com/WallStreetApes/status/1990805948932501707?s=20
https://x.com/WallStreetApes/status/1990805948932501707?s=20
https://x.com/realMaalouf/status/1990941365656506376?s=20
https://x.com/realMaalouf/status/1990941365656506376?s=20
https://nypost.com/2025/11/22/us-news/three-charged-after-approaching-praying-muslim-students-waving-bacon/
https://nypost.com/2025/11/22/us-news/three-charged-after-approaching-praying-muslim-students-waving-bacon/
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Influencers like Laura Loomer encourage 
more violence with incendiary posts like 
the one above.

Against this backdrop, Florida legislators—and some members of Congress—have 
introduced proposals to “ban Sharia law,” attempting to codify Islamophobic conspiracy 
theories into policy and thus legitimizing the underlying conspiracy. Republican state 
Rep. Hillary Cassel filed a bill (HB 119)33 aimed at preventing courts and government 
agencies from considering or enforcing Sharia law or any foreign legal system, even 
though there is no movement or actual use of Sharia law in the state’s legal system; 
civil rights groups including the Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) have 
denounced the proposal as rooted in fear-mongering and bigotry rather than an actual 
legal problem.34 At the federal level, Florida Representative Randy Fine and Texas 
Representative Keith Self introduced the “No Sharia Act,” which would bar U.S. courts 
from enforcing judgments or decisions based on Sharia or other foreign laws that 
allegedly conflict with constitutional rights—a proposal its sponsors say is needed to 
protect “Western culture” and the supremacy of the U.S. Constitution.35

Source: https://x.com/RadioGenoa/
status/1992042048786956621?s=20

Source: https://x.com/LauraLoomer/
status/1994572558000427175?s=20

33. https://www.flhouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=82644 
34. https://www.yahoo.com/news/articles/no-sharia-law-state-south-110000214.html?utm_
source=chatgpt.com 
35. https://www.dailywire.com/news/florida-congressman-introduces-bill-to-ban-sharia-law-we-are-
not-going-to-become-a-muslim-nation?utm_source=chatgpt.com

them of loving “evil,” “wickedness,” and “sin,” and taunting them by offering bacon while 
cursing at them and their religion. 

Even press conferences held in the wake of these hate crimes have been ridiculed online. 
Posts highlighted a student who supported the mocking of victims, issued calls for 
violence, and denounced the decision to charge perpetrators with felony hate crimes.

https://x.com/RadioGenoa/status/1992042048786956621?s=20
https://x.com/RadioGenoa/status/1992042048786956621?s=20
https://x.com/LauraLoomer/status/1994572558000427175?s=20
https://x.com/LauraLoomer/status/1994572558000427175?s=20
https://www.flhouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=82644
https://www.yahoo.com/news/articles/no-sharia-law-state-south-110000214.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.yahoo.com/news/articles/no-sharia-law-state-south-110000214.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.dailywire.com/news/florida-congressman-introduces-bill-to-ban-sharia-law-we-are-not-going-to-become-a-muslim-nation?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.dailywire.com/news/florida-congressman-introduces-bill-to-ban-sharia-law-we-are-not-going-to-become-a-muslim-nation?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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Source: https://x.com/GovRonDeSantis/
status/1998156452377293228?s=20

Source: https://x.com/EricLDaugh/
status/1969425593583186355?s=20

Source: https://www.facebook.com/
photo?fbid=1232162555620179&set=a.229113589258419

Given Florida’s 
pivotal role 
in national 
electoral 
politics, we 
anticipate that 
these attacks 
will continue, 
and our team 
will continue to 
monitor them.

https://x.com/GovRonDeSantis/status/1998156452377293228?s=20
https://x.com/GovRonDeSantis/status/1998156452377293228?s=20
https://x.com/EricLDaugh/status/1969425593583186355?s=20
https://x.com/EricLDaugh/status/1969425593583186355?s=20
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1232162555620179&set=a.229113589258419
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1232162555620179&set=a.229113589258419
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California
California, one of the largest Democratic-led states in the country, is not typically viewed 
as a statewide political battleground. Several of its congressional and legislative districts 
remain highly competitive, however, making the state an important testing ground 
for national midterm strategies. California has one of the largest Muslim populations 
in the country. The estimated number of Muslims in California in 2025 is 504,056, 
representing around 1.3% of the population.36 Our research found that even within a 
stronghold of Democratic governance, Islamophobic disinformation circulates at scale, 
driven by conspiratorial memes that target Muslim immigrants and Muslim-led nonprofits. 
These narratives are not confined to fringe spaces; they routinely frame routine civic 
participation and community institutions as security threats, fueling stigma and building 
political pressure for restrictive measures.

In our quantitative dataset, our team found over 117k posts generating and engaging in 
narratives related to Islamophobic content in California.

Number of Total Islamophobic Mentions  
in California

36. https://worldpopulationreview.com/state-
rankings/muslim-population-by-state

https://worldpopulationreview.com/state-rankings/muslim-population-by-state

https://worldpopulationreview.com/state-rankings/muslim-population-by-state
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Theme Percentage

Muslim Invasion / Demographic Threat 47%1.

Calls to deport Muslims/anti-immigration 10%3.

Calls to investigate Muslim orgs and leaders 35%2.

Imposition of Sharia law 9%4.

Criminalization of Muslims 8%5.

In our manually coded37 dataset, California, like the other states, had Muslim invasion 
as the primary theme at 47%. Calls to investigate Muslim organisations and leaders 
followed closely at 35%, and calls to deport Muslims was at 10%. The supposed 
imposition of Sharia law and the criminalization of Muslims appeared at 9% and 8%, 
respectively.

Top 5 themes of Islamophobic Disinformation in 
California

A common meme expressed shock and disgust at the number of mosques in the Los 
Angeles region. Variations of this content appeared across multiple states, including 
Texas, Michigan, and Florida, often relying on a simple Google Maps zoom to create the 
impression of a widespread “invasion.” This was one of the most prevalent meme formats 
in both the California sample and the national dataset.

37. Posts were coded for all emergent and predefined themes present in each item. Because 
a single post could receive multiple theme codes, the percentages shown represent the share 
of posts containing each theme, not portions of a single 100% total. As a result, percentages 
may sum to more than 100%.
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Source: https://x.com/WallStreetApes/
status/1993479999727583469?s=20

Sacramento, CA will look like Dearborn 
if we don’t get the same people out 
of here. Newsom flew them in during 
Covid lockdowns, and they do not 
assimilate.

Source: https://x.com/1LivingInCA/
status/1991157683873788021?s=20

https://x.com/WallStreetApes/status/1993479999727583469?s=20
https://x.com/WallStreetApes/status/1993479999727583469?s=20
https://x.com/1LivingInCA/status/1991157683873788021?s=20
https://x.com/1LivingInCA/status/1991157683873788021?s=20
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Source: https://x.com/ToscaAusten/
status/1990161276732162104?s=20

Source: https://x.com/WallStreetApes/
status/1977863446365626548?s=20

https://x.com/ToscaAusten/status/1990161276732162104?s=20
https://x.com/ToscaAusten/status/1990161276732162104?s=20
https://x.com/WallStreetApes/status/1977863446365626548?s=20
https://x.com/WallStreetApes/status/1977863446365626548?s=20
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Islamophobia has a long history in 
California tied to immigration policies 
and conspiracies, with influencers 
like Alex Jones alleging “70% of the 
illegal border crossers came from 
Muslim nations.” He even exclaimed, 
with fantastical hyperbole, “Now entire 
cities and towns have fallen to the 
forces of Mordor.”

Source: https://x.com/RealAlexJones/
status/1914964615173222736?s=20

https://x.com/RealAlexJones/status/1914964615173222736?s=20
https://x.com/RealAlexJones/status/1914964615173222736?s=20
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Some “Muslim invasion” conspiracies 
also claim that protests against ICE 
abuses are infiltrated or directed by 
the Muslim Brotherhood—an allegation 
used to delegitimize demonstrators 
and to rationalize National Guard 
deployment.

Source: https://x.com/AmericaPapaBear/
status/1931838592344821930?s=20

Source: https://x.com/LauraLoomer/
status/1932049606390473009?s=20

https://x.com/AmericaPapaBear/status/1931838592344821930?s=20
https://x.com/AmericaPapaBear/status/1931838592344821930?s=20
https://x.com/LauraLoomer/status/1932049606390473009?s=20
https://x.com/LauraLoomer/status/1932049606390473009?s=20
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In the wake of this growing Islamophobia in California, Amy Mek created a series of 
posts targeting CAIR California, insisting that the non-profit should be investigated.

The rhetoric of Muslims taking over 
social welfare programs is also 
common in California:

Source: https://x.com/1LivingInCA/
status/1991198108945195050?s=20

https://x.com/1LivingInCA/status/1991198108945195050?s=20
https://x.com/1LivingInCA/status/1991198108945195050?s=20
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Source: https://x.com/AmyMek/status/1990916948524478769?s=20

According to the CAIR 2025 Civil Rights Report, California’s CAIR offices received more 
anti-Muslim discrimination complaints than any other state, with more than 1,000 civil 
rights complaints in 2024 alone, up significantly from the previous year—a part of a 
nationwide record high of 8,658 incidents reported to CAIR nationwide.38

38. https://ca.cair.com/press-release/cairs-2025-civil-rights-report-reveals-islamophobia-at-
an-all-time-high-nationwide-with-california-leading-in-complaints/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

https://x.com/AmyMek/status/1990916948524478769?s=20
https://ca.cair.com/press-release/cairs-2025-civil-rights-report-reveals-islamophobia-at-an-all-time-high-nationwide-with-california-leading-in-complaints/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://ca.cair.com/press-release/cairs-2025-civil-rights-report-reveals-islamophobia-at-an-all-time-high-nationwide-with-california-leading-in-complaints/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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Many of the attacks on CAIR in California and other states appear to be a backlash to 
effective Muslim electoral engagement that has increased the visibility and influence 
of Muslim voters and elected officials. Right-wing commentators have explicitly 
acknowledged this dynamic, framing Muslim civic participation itself as a political threat:

Office holders and gubernatorial candidates in the state also engage in fear-mongering 
against the Muslim community, linking them to violence and terrorism. 

These narratives are reinforced not only by online influencers but also by political and 
public officials. For example, San Luis Obispo County District Attorney Dan Dow reshared 
posts on X that linked the election of New York’s first Muslim mayor, Zohran Mamdani, 
to the 9/11 attacks, using imagery and commentary that implied an inherent threat from 
Islam. In the same vein, gubernatorial candidate Steve Hilton attempted to tie Somali 
fraud conspiracies to Governor Gavin Newsom’s spending policies, pledging to pursue 
audits and investigations.

Muslim candidates are also directly targeted. Green Party candidate Butch Ware, a 
prominent progressive Muslim leader focused on racial justice and labor rights, has been 
branded a “jihadi” in multiple right-wing memes.

Source: https://x.com/WallStreetApes/status/1992201395525779614?s=20

https://x.com/WallStreetApes/status/1992201395525779614?s=20
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Source: https://x.com/dandow/
status/1986244857132618208

Source: https://x.com/SteveHiltonx/
status/1995576640194445669?s=20

Source: https://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/
local/article312793249.html

Source: https://x.com/Shariakill/
status/1992212485386965291?s=20

https://x.com/dandow/status/1986244857132618208
https://x.com/dandow/status/1986244857132618208
https://x.com/SteveHiltonx/status/1995576640194445669?s=20
https://x.com/SteveHiltonx/status/1995576640194445669?s=20
https://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/local/article312793249.html
https://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/local/article312793249.html
https://x.com/Shariakill/status/1992212485386965291?s=20
https://x.com/Shariakill/status/1992212485386965291?s=20
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The conspiracies even encompass 
the tragic wildfires, where a group of 
extremist podcasters alleged that the 
fires in California were acts of “pyro 
jihad.”35

Source: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=8OXAX3D66sI

39. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8OXAX3D66sI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8OXAX3D66sI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8OXAX3D66sI
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The Washington DC Shooting
On November 26, 2025, a shooting in Washington, D.C., in which two U.S. National Guard 
members were shot, one of whom later died, triggered a notable increase in anti-Afghan 
sentiment online and in public discourse.

The alleged shooter was identified as an Afghan national who entered the United States 
in September 2021 through Operation Allies Welcome, launched by the Joe Biden 
administration aimed at evacuating and 
resettling Afghans, who had worked with 
American forces after the U.S. military’s 
withdrawal in August 2025.40 This fact 
quickly became a focal point of online 
discussion and political commentary.

Following the shooting, high-profile 
figures, including President Donald 
Trump, used social media and official 
statements to link the incident to broader 
immigration issues. The President called 
for stricter migration policies and broader 
suspension of immigration from “third 
world countries,” directly associating the 
actions of the suspect with Afghan and 
other immigrant communities. “We must 
now re-examine every single alien who 
has entered our country from Afghanistan 
under Biden, and we must take all 
necessary measures to ensure the removal 
of any alien from any country who does not belong here, or add benefit to our country. If 
they can’t love our country, we don’t want them.”41 

New measures, including pausing asylum rulings and stopping new immigration 
applications from Afghan citizens, quickly became the subject of intense online debate. 

40. https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2025/dec/03/trump-national-
guard-shooting-anti-immigration-push?utm_source=chatgpt.com 
41. https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/nov/26/washington-national-
guard-shooting-suspect

Source: https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/27/
us/national-guard-dc-shooting-suspect-cia-

afghanistan.html

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2025/dec/03/trump-national-guard-shooting-anti-immigration-push?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2025/dec/03/trump-national-guard-shooting-anti-immigration-push?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/nov/26/washington-national-guard-shooting-suspect
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/nov/26/washington-national-guard-shooting-suspect
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/27/us/national-guard-dc-shooting-suspect-cia-afghanistan.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/27/us/national-guard-dc-shooting-suspect-cia-afghanistan.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/27/us/national-guard-dc-shooting-suspect-cia-afghanistan.html
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Opponents of these steps argued that 
framing them as security measures 
reinforced the notion that Afghans as 
a whole posed a threat. As a result, 
discussions about immigration and public 
safety online increasingly turned hostile 
toward the Afghan community, deepening 
existing resentment and blame.

Congressman Randy Fine, a member of 
the Republican Party, reposting from the 
Official X account of U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services, wrote on his 
X handle, “Deny entry, Deport all non-
citizens. Denaturalize all fraudsters. We start with Afghanistan. But we must not end 
there.”

Social media influencers like Amy Mek were quick to add to the Islamophobic anti-
immigrant narrative. She posted on her X handle:

‘It is now being reported that the Islamic war cry “ALLAHU AKBAR” was shouted as 
29-year-old AFGHAN ILLEGAL Rahmanullah Lakanwal opened fire on U.S. Guardsmen 
just TWO MILES from the White House. He was reportedly brought here in 2021 by JOE 
BIDEN.

Multiple law-enforcement sources and eyewitnesses confirm the shooter, an Afghan 
national, screamed “ALLAHU AKBAR” while attacking three DC National Guardsmen near 
the Capitol.

Witness descriptions reveal chilling jihadist indicators:

•	 “Islamic beard”—a hallmark of religious jihadis

•	 Repeated shouts of “Allahu Akbar”—the signature war cry used in nearly every 
major jihadist attack worldwide. Watch the media tell you this was “random” and 
“senseless.”

Source: https://x.com/RepFine/
status/1993893069830365312?s=20

https://x.com/RepFine/status/1993893069830365312?s=20
https://x.com/RepFine/status/1993893069830365312?s=20
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Source: https://x.com/AmyMek/status/1993838779707326873?s=20

https://x.com/AmyMek/status/1993838779707326873?s=20
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Continued from the page before. 
Source: https://x.com/RepFine/

status/1993893069830365312?s=20

Source: https://x.com/nicksortor/
status/1993826343427985705?s=20

Conservative influencer Nick Sortor, who has over one million followers on X, posted:

“BREAKING: The National Guard shooter has been identified as an AFGHAN NATIONAL, 
per CNN. OF COURSE he was. IT’S TIME TO START USING THE MILITARY FOR 
DEPORTATIONS. These people HAVE TO GO.”

https://x.com/RepFine/status/1993893069830365312?s=20
https://x.com/RepFine/status/1993893069830365312?s=20
https://x.com/nicksortor/status/1993826343427985705?s=20
https://x.com/nicksortor/status/1993826343427985705?s=20
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As the coverage continued, Laura Loomer 
and Amy Mek posted repeated calls to 
violence. 

Source: https://x.com/LauraLoomer/
status/1994441297239896469?s=20

Source: https://x.com/AmyMek/status/1994303559169658894?s=20

https://x.com/LauraLoomer/status/1994441297239896469?s=20
https://x.com/LauraLoomer/status/1994441297239896469?s=20
https://pen.org/report/project-2025/, https://www.insidehighered.com/news/government/politics-elections/2024/07/11/how-project-2025-could-radically-reshape-higher-ed
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Source: https://x.com/Chinoy200096633/
status/1993790550714274262?s=20

Source: https://x.com/SecRubio/
status/1994550225890152739?s=20

Source: https://x.com/Sec_Noem/
status/1995642101779124476?s=20

As the Islamophobic frenzy intensified, the State Department paused all visas for 
Afghan nationals. Laura Loomer then pushed for even more sweeping measures:

https://x.com/Chinoy200096633/status/1993790550714274262?s=20
https://x.com/Chinoy200096633/status/1993790550714274262?s=20
https://x.com/SecRubio/status/1994550225890152739?s=20
https://x.com/SecRubio/status/1994550225890152739?s=20
https://x.com/Sec_Noem/status/1995642101779124476?s=20
https://x.com/Sec_Noem/status/1995642101779124476?s=20
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In response, President Trump expanded 
U.S. travel restrictions to more than 35 
countries. Effective January 1, 2026, 
the revised policy fully blocks travel 
for individuals from Syria, South Sudan, Niger, Mali, and Burkina Faso, as well as for 
those holding documents issued by the Palestinian Authority. It also imposes partial 
restrictions on individuals from 15 additional countries, primarily in Africa.42

The expansion significantly restricts legal immigration, affecting not only new entrants 
but also spouses, children, and parents of U.S. citizens, as well as Afghan Special 
Immigrant Visa holders who assisted U.S. forces. It further limits admissions for siblings 
and adult children of U.S. citizens and international students. In total, the policy now 
fully or partially restricts travel from nearly 20% of the world’s countries, tightening 
constraints even on nations previously subject to partial bans.

The tragedy of the shooting has now been compounded by a second crisis, as thousands 
of immigrant families face fear, uncertainty, and disruption as a direct result of these 

Source: https://x.com/JaimeeUSA/
status/1930594303149064313?s=20

Source: https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/16/
us/politics/trump-expanded-travel-ban.html

42. https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/16/us/politics/
trump-expanded-travel-ban.html

https://x.com/JaimeeUSA/status/1930594303149064313?s=20
https://x.com/JaimeeUSA/status/1930594303149064313?s=20
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/16/us/politics/trump-expanded-travel-ban.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/16/us/politics/trump-expanded-travel-ban.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/16/us/politics/trump-expanded-travel-ban.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/16/us/politics/trump-expanded-travel-ban.html
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restrictions. Moreover, right-wing actors continue to press for even more sweeping 
measures, which our team will continue to monitor.

This episode also underscores a persistent double standard in how violence is 
interpreted and politicized, particularly online. When a perpetrator is perceived as 
Muslim or immigrant, discourse often rapidly expands from the incident itself into broad 
claims about immigration, asylum, and national security, fueling suspicion toward entire 
communities and legitimizing sweeping punitive policies. When perpetrators are white, 
however, violence is more often treated as an isolated event, explained through individual 
circumstances such as mental health or personal history rather than group identity. This 
asymmetry entrenches Islamophobic and anti-immigrant narratives and shapes public 
understanding in ways that normalize exclusion under the guise of safety.

Source: https://x.com/NukeCyclone/
status/1994057029363646868?s=20

https://x.com/NukeCyclone/status/1994057029363646868?s=20
https://x.com/NukeCyclone/status/1994057029363646868?s=20
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Conclusion
The scale and intensity of Islamophobia 
documented in 2025 are deeply alarming, 
and it is understandable if readers 
come away feeling discouraged or even 
overwhelmed. Yet this report also tells 
another story, one of resilience. Across 
the country, Muslim, immigrant, and 
other targeted communities, including 
racial, religious, and gender and sexuality 
minorities, continued to organize, vote, run 
for office, participate in public meetings, 
and care for one another in the face of 
sustained hostility. A clear example is 
the election of Zohran Mamdani as the 
Mayor of NYC. Most of his team and the 
organizers who pulled off this historic 
electoral upset are Muslim-Americans.

That is why documenting this harm 
matters. Clear evidence equips 
communities, institutions, and policymakers to recognize how online hate escalates 
into real-world intimidation and discriminatory policy. It also strengthens the capacity 
of those most affected to create spaces for healing, build civic power, and develop 
strategies to protect participation in public life.

We are especially encouraged by leaders and candidates who refuse to let bigotry dictate 
the terms of politics, and who choose long-term vision over endless cycles of reactive 
crisis management. As newly elected officials take office and begin governing amid 
these pressures, we offer this report and its recommendations as a practical roadmap to 
disrupt electoral Islamophobia, increase accountability, and safeguard the right of every 
community to participate fully and safely in American democracy.

Source: https://www.nbcnews.com/news/
asian-america/muslim-americans-spike-hate-
incidents-feels-reminiscent-post-911-islam-

rcna122570

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/muslim-americans-spike-hate-incidents-feels-reminiscent-post-911-islam-rcna122570
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/muslim-americans-spike-hate-incidents-feels-reminiscent-post-911-islam-rcna122570
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/muslim-americans-spike-hate-incidents-feels-reminiscent-post-911-islam-rcna122570
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/muslim-americans-spike-hate-incidents-feels-reminiscent-post-911-islam-rcna122570
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Here are recommendations from our study to help prevent this harm and mitigate its 
further effects on our communities: 

Recommendations
1.	 Define all faith-based electoral disinformation as a civil rights and voter 

access issue. Treat anti-Muslim disinformation, intimidation, and targeted 
harassment of candidates and voters as an election access and equity issue with 
clear response protocols to ensure fair and equitable elections.

2.	 Implement more rigorous platform enforcement during election cycles. 
Create more rapid takedown/escalation channels for election-related hate speech 
and disinformation, limit recommendations or reach for repeat offenders, and 
apply consistent penalties, including demonetization. What exists is insufficient 
to deal with what is occurring on all platforms. These protocols should apply 
not only to English-language content in the U.S. electoral context, but should be 
localized and developed for each of the different languages, cultures, and regions 
a platform serves, as many of the issues we describe here repeat globally and are 
gravely under-addressed.

3.	 Protect Muslim candidates, election workers, and community leaders. 
Provide threat monitoring, doxxing response, security planning, and legal 
support (with standardized reporting pathways and referrals for credible threats) 
to all Muslim candidates, election workers, and community civic engagement 
organizations.

4.	 Shut down provocation-for-virality in civic and election spaces. Strengthen 
rules and enforcement at city councils, school boards, marches, and polling sites 
to prevent harassment, filming-as-intimidation, and coordinated disruptions.

5.	 Increase transparency for political influence and “soft ads.” Expand 
disclosure requirements for funders, targeting, and AI-generated content across 
political ads and influencer-style issue content; maintain searchable, publicly 
accessible ad libraries.

6.	 Disrupt the funding and networks behind Islamophobic campaigns. 
Demonetize repeat hate actors pushing Islamophobic narratives, enforce 
brand-safety standards, and identify coordinated networks that generate offline 
confrontations to drive online harassment.
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7.	 Inoculate communities with rapid, trusted information through prebunking. 
Fund multilingual voter-information and prebunking campaigns, equip local 
partners with rapid response toolkits, and operate clear reporting channels for 
intimidation and disinformation.

8.	 Consistently enforce laws against threats, stalking, and voter intimidation. 
Prioritize the prosecution of credible threats and online-to-offline escalation, 
improve evidence preservation and data sharing, and coordinate civil rights 
enforcement across jurisdictions.

9.	 Establish and resource multi-racial, interfaith coalitions to counter the 
mainstreaming of white Christian nationalism through coordinated public 
education, rapid response, civic engagement, and community safety initiatives.

10.	Fund and support existing community-led safety initiatives for impacted 
Muslim communities that resource leaders, organizations, religious institutions, 
and allies to build mutual aid, digital security/disinformation support, and 
community safety networks. These programs should prioritize prevention, care, 
and resilience while avoiding expansion of surveillance or policing infrastructures.
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Appendix A: Methodology

To trace Islamophobic narratives in 2025, we used a rigorous mixed-methods design 
that integrated quantitative scale analysis with qualitative interpretation. Using a social 
listening tool and structured keyword queries, we assembled a cross-platform dataset of 
public posts for quantitative measurement, then conducted qualitative content analysis 
to identify narrative patterns, themes, and indicators of dangerous speech. Grounded 
in the conceptual framework developed in our research, we refined and updated our 
keyword set and collected posts published between January 1 and December 31 across 
12 platforms. The Boolean query below was used to focus review on the content most 
directly relevant to dangerous speech:

Anti-Islam 

Anti-Muslim 

Ban Islam 

Ban Muslims

Camel Jockey

Creeping Sharia 

Deport Muslims

Hate Muslims

Islamic Conspiracy

Islamic Extremists

Islamic Hate

Islamic Invader

Islamic Supremacism 

Islamic Supremacist

Islamic Takeover

Islamic Terrorism

Islamic Threat

Islam is a Cult 

Islamisation

Islam is Evil

Islamization

Islam Hate

Islam Hate Speech 

Islamofascism 

Islamophobia

Islamophobic

Muslim Ban

Muslim Conspiracy

Muslim Extremists

Muslim Grooming Gang

Muslim Hate

Muslim Hate Crime

Muslim Hate Speech

Muslim Invader 

Muslim Invasion

Muslim Menace

Muslim Problem 

Muslim Rape Gang

Muslim Supremacism

Muslim Supremacist

Muslim Takeover 

Muslim Terrorist

Muslim Threat

Muslims are Criminals

Muslims are Terrorists

Muslims are Violent

Niigg@@

No-Go Zone

Radical Islam 

Raghead

Sharia Law

Sharia Law Threat

Stop Islam

Terrorist Muslim
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For this report, our team of experts employed a mixed-methods approach, combining:

•	 Quantitative analysis using social media intelligence tools to track volume, 
engagements, and patterns of Islamophobic disinformation around the theme of 
“Muslim invasion” across 12 social media platforms39 as well as manually coding a 
set of over 1500 posts.

•	 Qualitative analysis through a hand-coded review of content across our dataset, 
allowing us to identify narratives, frames, and tactics that cannot be captured by 
metrics alone.

Together, these methods provide both a broad overview of the disinformation ecosystem 
and a granular understanding of how specific messages were constructed, targeted, and 
amplified across the United States, particularly in five battleground states.

39. X, Reddit, Bluesky, Facebook, Instagram, Tiktok, Youtube, Pinterest, 
Facebook, Linked In, Blogs, Twitch, and News Platforms
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James 
Uthmeier

Attorney 
General

Florida Republican1.

Coach Tommy 
Tuberville

Senator Alabama Republican No Sharia Act2.

Addison 
McDowell

House of 
Representatives

North 
Carolina

Republican3.

Randy Fine House of 
Representatives

Florida Republican No Sharia Act4.

Beth Van 
Duyne

House of 
Representatives

Texas Republican5.

Andy Biggs House of 
Representatives

Arizona Republican8.

Andy Ogles House of 
Representatives

Tennessee Republican9.

Chip Roy House of 
Representatives

Texas Republican Preserving A 
Sharia-Free 
America

10.

Greg Abbott Governor Texas Republican Muslim 
Brotherhood PROC

6.

Mike Lee Senator Utah Republican7.

Appendix B: Elected Officials furthering 
Islamophobia and the Muslim Invasion Rhetoric

Name Office Jurisdiction Party 
Affiliation

Legislation 
/Executive Orders 

https://x.com/AGJamesUthmeier/status/1982798515697762803
https://x.com/AGJamesUthmeier/status/1982798515697762803
https://www.tuberville.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/No-Sharia-Act.pdf
https://x.com/RepMcDowell/statuses/1943047567786627388
https://x.com/RepMcDowell/statuses/1943047567786627388
https://x.com/RepFine/status/1990482852928966941
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/5512/text
https://x.com/RepBethVanDuyne/status/1990830685540524482
https://x.com/RepBethVanDuyne/status/1990830685540524482
https://x.com/RepAndyBiggsAZ/status/1978238490472001691
https://x.com/RepOgles/status/1991606425370636475
https://x.com/RepChipRoy/status/1991533126867107945
https://mcusercontent.com/000045cecbf68668f1c6603a1/files/86de5b6c-d57e-10eb-74d8-ad2bc710afd1/Rep._Roy_039_s_Preserving_a_Sharia_Free_America_Act.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/000045cecbf68668f1c6603a1/files/86de5b6c-d57e-10eb-74d8-ad2bc710afd1/Rep._Roy_039_s_Preserving_a_Sharia_Free_America_Act.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/000045cecbf68668f1c6603a1/files/86de5b6c-d57e-10eb-74d8-ad2bc710afd1/Rep._Roy_039_s_Preserving_a_Sharia_Free_America_Act.pdf
https://x.com/GregAbbott_TX/status/1966638743252611421
PROC_declaring_Muslim_Brotherhood_and_CAIR_Transnational_Criminal_Organizations_IMAGE_11-18-2025.pdf
PROC_declaring_Muslim_Brotherhood_and_CAIR_Transnational_Criminal_Organizations_IMAGE_11-18-2025.pdf
https://x.com/SenMikeLee/status/1991538638812037603
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Eli Crane

Mark Harris

Marlin 
Stutzman

Marlin 
Stutzman

Mike Collins

Nancy Mace

John Cornyn

Ted Cruz

Keith Self

Hillary Cassel

Name

House of 
Representatives

House of 
Representatives

House of 
Representatives

House of 
Representatives

House of 
Representatives

House of 
Representatives

House of 
Representatives

House of 
Representatives

House of 
Representatives

House of 
Representatives

Office

Arizona

North 
Carolina

Indiana

Illinois

Georgia

South 
Carolina

Texas

Texas

Texas

Florida

Jurisdiction

Republican

Republican

Republican

Republican

Republican

Republican

Republican

Republican

Republican

Republican

Party 
Affiliation

 HB 119 - Shari’a 
and Other Foreign 
Law

Legislation 
/Executive Orders 

https://x.com/RepEliCrane/status/1938278402537996460
https://x.com/RepMarkHarrisNC/status/1929575466517626923
https://x.com/RepStutzman/status/1981075341696520651
https://x.com/RepStutzman/status/1981075341696520651
https://x.com/RepMaryMiller/status/1978127806899904567
https://x.com/RepMaryMiller/status/1978127806899904567
https://x.com/RepMikeCollins/status/1909254686667952485
https://x.com/RepNancyMace/status/1970572122927075420
https://x.com/JohnCornyn/status/1920895470286557513
https://x.com/tedcruz/status/1965050545640722693
https://x.com/RepKeithSelf/status/1991171301319626983?s=20
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1232162555620179&set=a.229113589258419
https://www.flhouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=82644
https://www.flhouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=82644
https://www.flhouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=82644
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Ron DeSantis House of 
Representatives

Florida Republican 2025-244 re: 
Protecting 
Floridians 
from Radical 
Islamic Terrorist 
Organizations

21.

Tom Emmer House of 
Representatives

Minnesota Republican22.

Anna Paulina 
Luna

House of 
Representatives

Florida Republican23.

Dan Dow House of 
Representatives

California Republican24.

Brandon Gill House of 
Representatives

Texas Republican25.

Name Office Jurisdiction Party 
Affiliation

Legislation 
/Executive Orders 

https://x.com/RonDeSantis/status/1998197064837333479
https://www.flgov.com/eog/sites/default/files/executive-orders/2025/EO%2025-244.pdf
https://www.flgov.com/eog/sites/default/files/executive-orders/2025/EO%2025-244.pdf
https://www.flgov.com/eog/sites/default/files/executive-orders/2025/EO%2025-244.pdf
https://www.flgov.com/eog/sites/default/files/executive-orders/2025/EO%2025-244.pdf
https://www.flgov.com/eog/sites/default/files/executive-orders/2025/EO%2025-244.pdf
https://www.flgov.com/eog/sites/default/files/executive-orders/2025/EO%2025-244.pdf
https://x.com/GOPMajorityWhip/status/2005835275612697059?s=20
https://x.com/RepLuna/status/2005835966057943302?s=20
https://x.com/RepLuna/status/2005835966057943302?s=20
https://x.com/dandow/status/1986244857132618208
https://x.com/RepBrandonGill/status/2005842224093831308
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Alex Jones Radio Host and founder of InfoWars 4.4M X

Amy Mek Founder & Editor-in-Chief – RAIR 
Foundation https://rairfoundation.com/ 

584.1K X

Benny 
Johnson

American conservative political 
commentator, YouTuber

4M X

Cam Higby Journalist-Turning Point USA 240.3K X

Elon Musk Owner and CTO of X 231.3M X

End Wokeness Influencer 3.5M X

Glenn Beck Host of “The Glenn Beck Program” and 
co-founder of Blaze Media. 

2.1M X

Jake Lang Candidate for the U.S. Senate in Florida 165K X

James Woods Actor 5.2M X

Joey 
Mannarino

Influencer 657.6K X

Laura 
Ingraham

Host at Fox News 5.2M X

Laura Loomer Founder of LOOMERED and Host 1.8M X

Name Organization / Affiliation Followers Platforms

Appendix C: Top Influencers Engaging in 
Islamophobia in 2025

43. As of January 2026

 
43

https://x.com/RealAlexJones
https://rairfoundation.com/
https://x.com/AmyMek
https://x.com/bennyjohnson
https://x.com/camhigby
https://x.com/elonmusk
https://x.com/EndWokeness
https://x.com/glennbeck
https://x.com/JakeLang
https://x.com/RealJamesWoods
https://x.com/JoeyMannarino
https://x.com/IngrahamAngle
https://x.com/LauraLoomer
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Matt Walsh Host of The Matt Walsh Show 4M X

Nick Shirley Youtuber/Content Creator 1.1M X

Richard 
Spencer

Co-author, with Mark Brahmin, of Myth 
To Power

109.5K X

Megan Kelly Running for the U.S. House of 
Representatives in Texas

3.6M X

Wall Street 
Apes

Social media Influencer 1.2M X

Braedon 
Sorbo

Tiktok Influencer 1.9M Tiktok

Brigitte 
Gabriel

Founder and Chairman of.  
@ACTforAmerica

1.4M X

Name Organization / Affiliation Followers Platforms

Libs of TikTok Influencer 4.5M X

https://x.com/MattWalshBlog
https://x.com/nickshirleyy
https://x.com/RichardBSpencer
https://x.com/UngaTheGreat/status/2007324619611447777?s=20
https://x.com/WallStreetApes
https://www.tiktok.com/@braedensorbo/video/7574584582188567839?is_from_webapp=1&web_id=744981621644719057
https://x.com/ACTforAmerica
https://x.com/ACTBrigitte
https://x.com/libsoftiktok
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Appendix D: Islamophobic Themes
This section presents a description of the full range of disinformation themes observed 
across our dataset. Below is an analysis of the content with examples of each theme.

Muslim invasion / Demographic threat: The idea of a “Muslim invasion” or Muslims 
as a “demographic threat” is a political narrative that frames Muslim immigration or 
population growth as dangerous to a nation’s culture, identity, or security. It is widely 
criticized for being misleading and for promoting fear or hostility toward Muslims rather 
than reflecting evidence-based demographic or social realities.

Source: https://x.com/MaryMmmc1/
status/1916860462630682655?s=20 

Source: https://x.com/EndWokeness/
status/1990174538110537890?s=20

https://x.com/MaryMmmc1/status/1916860462630682655?s=20
https://x.com/MaryMmmc1/status/1916860462630682655?s=20
https://x.com/EndWokeness/status/1990174538110537890?s=20
https://x.com/EndWokeness/status/1990174538110537890?s=20
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Source: https://x.com/iAnonPatriot/
status/1917361111533232196?s=20 Source: https://x.com/Carlos__Turcios/

status/1917187531847987266?s=20

Source: https://x.com/warthanwarthan/
status/1988793946114539978?s=20

https://x.com/iAnonPatriot/status/1917361111533232196?s=20
https://x.com/iAnonPatriot/status/1917361111533232196?s=20
https://x.com/Carlos__Turcios/status/1917187531847987266?s=20
https://x.com/Carlos__Turcios/status/1917187531847987266?s=20
https://x.com/warthanwarthan/status/1988793946114539978?s=20
https://x.com/warthanwarthan/status/1988793946114539978?s=20


112

Source: https://x.com/JoeyMannarinoUS/
status/1991096836275200019?s=20

Source: https://x.com/florintruth/
status/1993846366406365339?s=20

https://x.com/JoeyMannarinoUS/status/1991096836275200019?s=20
https://x.com/JoeyMannarinoUS/status/1991096836275200019?s=20
https://x.com/florintruth/status/1993846366406365339?s=20
https://x.com/florintruth/status/1993846366406365339?s=20
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Source: https://x.com/MaryMmmc1/
status/1916860462630682655?s=20

Source: https://x.com/_Claude_fr/
status/1990965096009376035?s=20

Calls to Violence: Posts that explicitly advocate or encourage violence against  
Muslim communities.

Source: https://x.com/renegade115000/
status/1995278246678774030?s=20

Source: https://x.com/CRRJA5/
status/1916492249254252991?s=20

https://x.com/MaryMmmc1/status/1916860462630682655?s=20
https://x.com/MaryMmmc1/status/1916860462630682655?s=20
https://x.com/_Claude_fr/status/1990965096009376035?s=20
https://x.com/_Claude_fr/status/1990965096009376035?s=20
https://x.com/renegade115000/status/1995278246678774030?s=20
https://x.com/renegade115000/status/1995278246678774030?s=20
https://x.com/CRRJA5/status/1916492249254252991?s=20
https://x.com/CRRJA5/status/1916492249254252991?s=20
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Source: https://x.com/ZeroDarkKitty/status/2005850280718430593?s=20

Source: https://x.com/NukeCyclone/
status/1994057029363646868?s=20

Source: https://x.com/ChristophE55272/
status/1960674304644825438?s=20

https://x.com/ZeroDarkKitty/status/2005850280718430593?s=20
https://x.com/NukeCyclone/status/1994057029363646868?s=20
https://x.com/NukeCyclone/status/1994057029363646868?s=20
https://x.com/ChristophE55272/status/1960674304644825438?s=20
https://x.com/ChristophE55272/status/1960674304644825438?s=20
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Source: https://x.com/chainsawii/
status/1986104243674345560?s=20

Imposition of Sharia law: Refers to claims that Islamic religious rules would be 
enforced on an entire society through government power. In reality, Sharia is a broad set 
of ethical and legal principles that many Muslims follow personally, and in most countries 
it applies only in limited, voluntary ways (such as family matters), not as a replacement for 
national law.

Source: https://x.com/trumplicans2024/
status/1994839081579417829?s=20

Source: https://x.com/carlusjr/

https://x.com/chainsawii/status/1986104243674345560?s=20
https://x.com/chainsawii/status/1986104243674345560?s=20
https://x.com/trumplicans2024/status/1994839081579417829?s=20
https://x.com/trumplicans2024/status/1994839081579417829?s=20
https://x.com/carlusjr/status/1976206939433439243?s=20
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Source: https://x.com/Mai_ASUR

Source: https://x.com/My_FKK3/
status/1991225605149368480?s=20

Islam is not compatible with America: This theme revolves around the narrative that 
Islamic beliefs conflict with U.S. values like democracy, individual freedom, etc. This view 
oversimplifies Islam and ignores the fact that millions of American Muslims practice 
their faith while fully participating in and supporting American civic life and constitutional 
principles. It also ignores the history of Black Muslims in the US—many of whom arrived 
during the transatlantic slave trade, were enslaved, and literally built this country.

Source: https://x.com/ 
dpjones101/status/19905

Source: https://x.com/Jacobtwobulls/
status/1890316520091226609?s=20

https://x.com/Mai_ASUR/status/1994441419100979538?s=20
https://x.com/My_FKK3/status/1991225605149368480?s=20
https://x.com/My_FKK3/status/1991225605149368480?s=20
https://x.com/dpjones101/status/1990566617441579270?s=20
https://x.com/dpjones101/status/1990566617441579270?s=20
https://x.com/Jacobtwobulls/status/1890316520091226609?s=20
https://x.com/Jacobtwobulls/status/1890316520091226609?s=20
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Source: https://x.com/Shariakill/
status/1917876339266257341?s=20

Source: https://x.com/AmyMek/
status/1979871101976244541?s=20

Calls to investigate Muslim orgs and leaders: This theme often arises from 
national security concerns, singling out communities based on religion rather than 
evidence. Broad or suspicion-based investigations risk violating civil liberties, fueling 
discrimination, and undermining trust, especially since most Muslim organizations 
operate lawfully in the U.S. and contribute positively to society.

https://x.com/Shariakill/status/1917876339266257341?s=20
https://x.com/Shariakill/status/1917876339266257341?s=20
https://x.com/AmyMek/status/1979871101976244541?s=20
https://x.com/AmyMek/status/1979871101976244541?s=20
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Source: https://x.com/jamesrs03220/
status/1972282708035567973?s=20

Source: https://x.com/JakeLang/
status/1990854551960801535?s=20

Degrading slogans and dehumanization: These posts involve language that 
stereotypes, mocks, or portrays Muslims as less human or inherently dangerous. It fuels 
prejudice, normalizes discrimination, and contributes to social exclusion or violence by 
stripping individuals and communities of dignity.

https://x.com/jamesrs03220/status/1972282708035567973?s=20
https://x.com/jamesrs03220/status/1972282708035567973?s=20
https://x.com/JakeLang/status/1990854551960801535?s=20
https://x.com/JakeLang/status/1990854551960801535?s=20
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Source: https://x.com/realMaalouf/
status/1991282290291347827?s=20

Source: https://x.com/jaaaniceeeee/
status/1990875654598902125?s=20

https://x.com/realMaalouf/status/1991282290291347827?s=20
https://x.com/realMaalouf/status/1991282290291347827?s=20
https://x.com/jaaaniceeeee/status/1990875654598902125?s=20
https://x.com/jaaaniceeeee/status/1990875654598902125?s=20
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Vilifying countries of origin: These posts are on themes which portray certain nations—
mostly those associated with immigrants or Muslims—as inherently dangerous, backward, 
or hostile.

Source: https://x.com/AveryDaye/
status/1994472436553671042?s=20

Source: https://x.com/MattWalshBlog/
status/1991590494569484384?s=20

https://x.com/AveryDaye/status/1994472436553671042?s=20
https://x.com/AveryDaye/status/1994472436553671042?s=20
https://x.com/MattWalshBlog/status/1991590494569484384?s=20
https://x.com/MattWalshBlog/status/1991590494569484384?s=20
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Calls to deport Muslims/anti-immigration: These posts include calls to deport 
Muslims and are anti-immigration in nature, targeting people based on religion or 
national origin, stereotyping and promoting discrimination, and inciting real-life harm.

Source: https://x.com/AmyMek/status/1995607662185300294?s=20

https://x.com/AmyMek/status/1995607662185300294?s=20
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Source: https://x.com/AlexDuncanTX/
status/2007467048679440614?s=20

Source: https://x.com/JoeyMannarino/
status/1993845696227651718?s=20

Source: https://x.com/CRRJA5/
status/2002934403627123076?s=20

https://x.com/AlexDuncanTX/status/2007467048679440614?s=20
https://x.com/AlexDuncanTX/status/2007467048679440614?s=20
https://x.com/JoeyMannarino/status/1993845696227651718?s=20
https://x.com/JoeyMannarino/status/1993845696227651718?s=20
https://x.com/CRRJA5/status/2002934403627123076?s=20
https://x.com/CRRJA5/status/2002934403627123076?s=20
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Criminalization of Muslims: This theme associates Muslims with crime, extremism, 
or as security threats without evidence, with this framing leading to over-policing, 
surveillance, and discrimination.

Source: https://x.com/aystyyt/
status/1991345330655490520?s=20

Source: https://x.com/UKFPPL12pts/
status/1898365452490846462?s=20

https://x.com/aystyyt/status/1991345330655490520?s=20
https://x.com/aystyyt/status/1991345330655490520?s=20
https://x.com/UKFPPL12pts/status/1898365452490846462?s=20
https://x.com/UKFPPL12pts/status/1898365452490846462?s=20
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Muslims using government subsidies: The posts related to this theme argue that 
Muslim Americans are unfairly taking away a significant portion of government subsidies, 
out of American taxpayers’ pockets. 

Source: https://x.com/AmericaPapaBear/
status/1993575699551338606?s=20

Source: https://x.com/NevadaLiberty64/
status/1992112125511454832?s=20

Source: https://x.com/
Iconoclast3327/

https://x.com/AmericaPapaBear/status/1993575699551338606?s=20
https://x.com/AmericaPapaBear/status/1993575699551338606?s=20
https://x.com/NevadaLiberty64/status/1992112125511454832?s=20
https://x.com/NevadaLiberty64/status/1992112125511454832?s=20
https://x.com/Iconoclast3327/status/1901614916013875228?s=20
https://x.com/Iconoclast3327/status/1901614916013875228?s=20
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Source: https://www.facebook.com/
reel/1377027546802961

Islam attacks Christianity / time for Holy War/Crusade: This theme uses provocative 
religious language and imagery to frame social or political tensions between Islam and 
Judeo-Christian values as an inevitable religious conflict.

Source: https://x.com/muskenna/
status/2006834139597779168?s=20

Source: https://x.com/mjkelly0179/
status/1972859732269711692

https://www.facebook.com/reel/1377027546802961
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1377027546802961
https://x.com/muskenna/status/2006834139597779168?s=20
https://x.com/muskenna/status/2006834139597779168?s=20
https://x.com/mjkelly0179/status/1972859732269711692
https://x.com/mjkelly0179/status/1972859732269711692
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Source: https://x.com/dandyjim290/
status/1980905343678050735?s=20

Source: https://x.com/KnightsTempOrg/
status/2007781256080347318?s=20

Source: https://x.com/Xpompier77/
status/1913258980828487763?s=20

https://x.com/dandyjim290/status/1980905343678050735?s=20
https://x.com/dandyjim290/status/1980905343678050735?s=20
https://x.com/KnightsTempOrg/status/2007781256080347318?s=20
https://x.com/KnightsTempOrg/status/2007781256080347318?s=20
https://x.com/Xpompier77/status/1913258980828487763?s=20
https://x.com/Xpompier77/status/1913258980828487763?s=20
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Calls to ban Muslim candidates: Posts around this theme argue that a person’s religion 
makes them unfit for public office, often framing Islam as incompatible with American 
values and alleging that the Muslim candidates are criminals, need to be denaturalised, 
etc This framing also excludes Black Muslim American elected officials like Lateefah 
Simon, Andre Carso, and Keith Ellison.

Source: https://x.com/stacheldraught/
status/1990505606453866666?s=20

Source: https://x.com/LauraLoomer/
status/1975928033375928441?s=20

https://x.com/stacheldraught/status/1990505606453866666?s=20
https://x.com/stacheldraught/status/1990505606453866666?s=20
https://x.com/LauraLoomer/status/1975928033375928441?s=20
https://x.com/LauraLoomer/status/1975928033375928441?s=20
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